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Instructor: Dr. Ezra Zeitler (please call me Ezra) 
E-mail: zeitleej@uwec.edu 
Phone: 715.836.5186 
Office: 251 Phillips Hall 
 
Required Texts 
Susan Wiley Hardwick, Fred M. Shelley, and Donald G. Holtgrieve. 2013. The Geography of North America: Environment, Political Economy, and 
Culture. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. 
 
Richard Schein, ed. 2006. Landscape and Race in the United States. London: Routledge. 
 
Other Required Items 
As this course is instructed online, you must have access to a computer that is connected to the internet. 
 
Course Description 
Introduces geographic concepts of region, nature-society relationships and spatial organization to compare and contrast Canada, the United States, 
and places within them. Maps used to explore and understand spatial patterns in the human experience and physical environment. 
 
Desired Results 
There are four fundamental issues I hope you attain from this course. 

1. Improve geographic knowledge of the United States and Canada. 
2. Understand geography’s role in everyday life and be able to identify geographic principles in everyday situations. 
3. Recognize and understand environmental and cultural differences among regions of the United States and Canada. 
4. Develop a lifelong awareness and appreciation for our interconnected multicultural world.   

 
Academic Goals 
This class meets every University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire academic goal of providing you with knowledge and abilities needed for lifelong learning: 

1. Knowledge of human culture and the natural world 
2. Creative and critical thinking 
3. Effective communication 
4. Individual and social responsibility 
5. Respect for diversity among people 

 
Evaluation 
The grade you earn in this course is dependent on your performance on 10 map quizzes, 1 exercise, 2 essays, and 3 examinations. 
 

Exercises (25 points; 5% of course grade) 
One exercise will require you to think geographically about places which you may or may not be familiar with. This exercise is worth 25 points. 
Information about the exercise is available on D2L. 
 

Essays (20 points each; 8% of course grade) 
Two short essays (4-5 pages) are assigned this semester. The first is due on January 12th and the second is due on January 22th. The essays are 
worth twenty-five points each. Information about these essays is available on D2L. 
 

Exams (100 points each; 57% of course grade) 
Three 50-minute exams will be administered this semester. Each exam is timed and worth one hundred points. Exams will include multiple 
choice and map identification questions. Exam material will originate from lectures and all assigned readings. Review guides for each exam will 
be posted on D2L at the beginning of the course. Exam three is NOT comprehensive. 
 

Participation in Course Discussions (10 points each; 21% of course grade) 
Participation is an integral part of this course. Students are required to contribute to class discussion via the discussion boards on D2L. Class 
participation provides the opportunity to practice skills of persuasion and to learn from others. Comments that are vague, repetitive, 
unrelated to the current topic, disrespectful of others, or without sufficient foundation are not welcome. What matters is the quality of one's 
contributions to the class discussion, not the number of times one posts comments. I expect all students to read assigned material and 
participate in discussions. Each day, up to 6 points can be earned for a response to the discussion prompt, and up to 4 points can be earned 
for two responses to classmates. 
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Map Quiz (5 or 10 points each; 10% of course grade) 
Ten map quizzes will be administered this semester. Each map quiz but the first (worth 10 points) is worth five points. Preparing for each quiz 
requires you to know the locations of a number of places (countries, cities, regions, major water bodies, or major physical features). Lists of 
places for each map quiz are available on D2L. To study for these quizzes, I recommend that you download and print blank maps available on 
D2L, find the places in your atlas, the textbook, or online, and label them on the blank maps. The map quizzes will include multiple choice 
questions based on the maps that you see on a series of PowerPoint slides. You will have 10 minutes to complete map quiz 1 and 5 minutes 
complete map quizzes 2-10. Each quiz will have an additional minute of grace time in case your internet connection hiccups. 

 

 
 

Late Work 
Work will not be accepted beyond the 11:59 deadline less for extenuating circumstances that I am notified of prior to due dates. Blaming tardy 
work on technical difficulties is not legitimate. Work ahead, not at the last minute. It’s that simple. 
 

Extra Credit 
There are no opportunities for extra credit. 

 
Class Policies 
The condensed format of Winterim requires your full dedication if you wish to earn a high grade. Expect to spend 7-8 hours every day reading the 
textbook and the supplemental book, studying for and taking map quizzes, thinking about and responding to review questions and discussion 
topics in the forum, completing exercises, writing essays, and studying for exams. We live in a remarkable part of the world, and you will have a 
deeper appreciation and understanding of it in three weeks.  
 
I will not allow work to be submitted late unless I receive an e-mail from the Dean of Students stating your excused absence. If prior arrangements 
are made, make-ups may be allowed.  
 
If you are inclined, it is possible for you to work ahead of the schedule in this class. You are only allowed to take map quizzes and exams once, but 
you can take them prior to the dates they are scheduled.  
 
Contact LTS (715-836-5711) if you have problems accessing anything on D2L. 
 

If you are student who requires unique accommodations, please contact the class instructor as well as the Services for Students with Disabilities 
Office in Old Library 2136 at the beginning of the course so that those accommodations can be met. 
 

Conduct 
As members of this class, we are members of a larger learning community where excellence is achieved through civility. Our actions affect 
everyone in our community. Courtesy is reciprocated and extends beyond our local setting, whether in future jobs, classes, or communities. Civility 
is not learned individually, it is practiced as a community. 
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Academic Dishonesty 
I consider any academic misconduct in this course to be a very serious offense, and I will pursue the strongest possible academic penalties for 
such behavior. I am absolutely serious about this. The disciplinary procedures and penalties for academic misconduct are described in the UW-Eau 
Claire Student Services and Standards Handbook in Chapter UWS-14---Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures 
(http://www.uwec.edu/DOS/policies/academic/index.htm). For more on what constitutes academic dishonest, including plagiarism, please see the 
following website: http://www.uwec.edu/DOS/policies/academic/ch14student.htm 
 

Your Scorecard 
A scorecard is provided below to assist you in maintaining an idea of your course grade as the semester progresses. Grades will be updated 
regularly on D2L. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade Breakdown 

A 93-100% 

A- 90-92.99% 

B+ 87-89.99% 

B 83-86.99% 

B- 80-82.99% 

C+ 77-79.99% 

C 73-76.99% 

C- 70-72.99% 

D+ 67-69.99% 

D 63-66.99% 

D- 60-62.99% 

F <60% 
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Geography 325: Geography of the United States & Canada 
Winterim 2017 Course Schedule 

 
 

Date Lecture topic Assessment Reading or Video Assignment 

Tuesday 1/3/2017 
Ch. 1: Introduction, Ch. 2: North 
America's Environmental Setting 

Map Quiz 1, Online Learning 
Assessment, contribution to 
online discussion 

Syllabus, Ch. 1 & 2 of text 

Wednesday 
1/4/2017 

Ch. 3: Historical Settlement of North 
America, Ch. 4: North American 
Political Economy 

Map Quiz 2, contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 3 & 4 of text, Ch. 1 of Landscape & Race in the 
U.S. 

Thursday 
1/5/2017 

Introduction to Canada, Ch. 5: The 
Atlantic Periphery, Ch. 6: Québec 

Map Quiz 3, contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 5 & 6 of text & The National Post, "Maple Syrup 
Rebellion" 

Friday 1/6/2017 
Ch. 7: Megalopolis, Ch. 8: The Great 
Lakes and Corn Belt 

Map Quiz 4, Exercise 1, 
contribution to online 
discussion 

Ch. 7 & 8 of text, Ch. 7 of Landscape & Race in the 
U.S. 

Saturday 
1/7/2017 

Exam 1 Exam 1 All readings and lecture videos from January 4-7 

Monday 1/9/2017 
Ch. 9: The Inland South, Ch. 10: The 
Coastal South 

Map Quiz 5, contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 9 & 10 of text, Ch. 3 in Landscape & Race in the 
U.S., & Buzzfeed News, "Club Meds" 

Tuesday 
1/10/2017 

Landscape & Race Documentary and 
Discussion 

contribution to online 
discussion, Essay 1 

The Order of Myths Documentary & Vice News, 
"Heritage and Hate: Mississippi's State Flag" 

Wednesday 
1/11/2017 

Ch. 11: The Great Plains, Ch. 12: The 
Rocky Mountains 

Map Quiz 6, contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 11 & 12 of text, High Country News, "Reckoning 
at Standing Rock" 

Thursday 
1/12/2017 

Ch. 13: The Intermontane West, Ch. 14: 
MexAmerica 

Map Quiz 7,  contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 13 & 14 of text, Ch. 6 in Landscape & Race in the 
U.S. 

Friday 1/13/2017 Exam 2 Exam 2 All readings and videos from January 11-14 

Monday 
1/16/2017 

No Class | Observance of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

    

Tuesday 
1/17/2017 

Ch. 15: California 
Map Quiz 8, contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 15 of text, Ch. 5 & 9 in Landscape & Race in the 
U.S., & scroll through NYT's "Your Contribution to 
the California Drought" webpage 

Wednesday 
1/18/2016 

Ch. 16: The Pacific Northwest, Ch. 17: 
Hawai'i and the Pacific Islands 

Map Quiz 9, contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 16 &17 of text, The New Yorker, "The Big One" 

Thursday 
1/19/2017 

Ch. 18: The Far North, Ch. 19: The 
Future of North America 

Map Quiz 10, contribution to 
online discussion 

Ch. 18 & 19 of text and NYT, "Under Hawaii's 
Starriest Skies, a Fight Over Sacred Ground" 

Friday 1/20/2017 Exam 3 Exam 3 and Essay 2 
All readings and videos from January 19-21 (Exam 3 
is NOT comprehensive) 

 
Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to alter any information included on this syllabus provided the students are notified in advance.  

It’s very unlikely to happen, however. 


