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Instructor: Dr. Ezra Zeitler (please call me Ezra) 
E-mail: zeitleej@uwec.edu (the best way to contact me) 
Phone: 715.836.5186 
Office: 251 Phillips Hall 
Office Hours: MWF 11:00-12:00 pm, TR 10:00-11:00 am, and by appointment 
 

Required Text (rent from University Bookstore) 
Cresswell, Tim. 2013. Geographic Thought: A Critical Introduction. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell. 
 

Required Text (purchase from University Bookstore) 
Turabian, Kate L. 2013. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 8th Edition. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 
 

Supplementary Reading 
Shellito, Bradley A. 2012. Introduction to Geospatial Technologies. New York: W.H. Freeman & Company. 
Matthews, John A. and David. T. Herbert. 2008. Geography: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 

Course Description 
An introduction to the foundations, principles and primary geospatial techniques and analyses used in geography. 
 

Desired Results 
There are three fundamental goals you will attain by completing this course: 

1. Be experienced with a variety of software programs used by geographers to conduct and present research. 
2. Produce legible, accurate, and aesthetically sound maps. 
3. Be familiar with the theoretical paradigms of geographic thought 

 

Academic Goals 
This class meets every University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire academic goal of providing you with knowledge and abilities needed for 
lifelong learning: 

1. Knowledge of human culture and the natural world 
2. Creative and critical thinking 
3. Effective communication 
4. Individual and social responsibility 
5. Respect for diversity among people 

 

Evaluation 
The grade you earn in this course is dependent on your performance on lab exercises, three examinations, and the completion of an 
online portfolio. 
 

Lab Exercises 
Nine lab exercises assigned this semester are designed to reinforce concepts discussed in lectures. The amount of time required 
to complete each lab will vary. Time to complete lab exercises will be provided in class, but you will likely need to devote time to 
these exercises outside of class. Nine of the labs will have assigned grades 
 

Reflection Papers 
Twelve reflection papers assigned this semester (800-900 words (1.5-2 pages) each) are designed to encourage critical thinking 
about readings relating to the history and philosophy of geography, including the ideas of prominent geographers and the 
theoretical paradigms that directed research in the discipline. Each reflection paper is worth 10 points. 
 

Exams 
Three exams will be administered this semester. The first two exams are worth 50 points each and a comprehensive final exam is 
worth 100 points. Exams will include multiple guess, matching, true and false, short answer, essay, and map identification 
questions as well as skills-based tasks. Exam material will originate from lectures and lab exercises. Review guides for each exam 
will be posted on D2L at least one week prior to the exam. All students must take the final, comprehensive exam. 
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Late Work 
Exercises turned in late (in class or via D2L drop box) will receive a 50% penalty (outside of extenuating circumstances that I am 
notified of prior to due dates). 
 

Extra Credit 
There are no extra credit opportunities in this course. 
 

Classroom Policies 
Attendance 
Because class participation is an integral component of the development of a successful learning community, all students are 
expected to attend all class sessions of courses in which they are enrolled. While attendance is expected, it is recognized that 
absences are at times unavoidable. If an absence is necessary, a student should take responsibility for contacting her/his instructor(s) 
as soon as possible to discuss the ramifications of being away from class. In some instances, significant personal issues result in the 
need to seek additional assistance with the Dean of Students Office. 
 

It is important for the student to realize that when classes are missed she/he may be at a disadvantage as it is often impossible for the 
instructor to reconstruct activities that took place in the classroom. Additionally, missing any classes may result in lower grades 
because the student may miss foundational material needed to succeed in the class. Even under the best of circumstances, extended 
absences can be problematic, with the real possibility that the student may not be able to complete the course successfully.  
 

To be eligible for an excused absence, students must contact their instructor via e-mail prior to class. The instructor reserves the right 
to consider student attendance when determining final grades. 
 

Attendance in this class is mandatory. If you must miss class due to an excused absence or illness, you are responsible to acquire notes 
from another student. If prior arrangements are made, make-ups will be allowed. Do not contact me after missing a class with an 
excuse or asking for a make-up; it is your responsibility to inform me of your absence prior to the date an exercise is due or an exam. 
 

Please do your best to arrive to class before it begins. Arriving late does not bother me (especially if you are coming from a 1:00 class 
on the other side of campus).  
 

It is my policy to excuse absences of students that result from religious observances and to reschedule, without penalty, missed 
quizzes and exams. I must be notified prior to the absence, however. 
 

In regards to electronic items in the classroom: laptop and phone use is not allowed during lectures. Limited cell phone use and 
internet activity is allowed during lab (your instructor reserves the right to revoke these privileges to any student at any time). 
Unlimited use of personal music devices is allowed during lab (I value the motivational qualities of good music). If your phone 
produces any sounds during any point of lecture or lab, you must perform a dance for your classmates. 
 

If you are a student who requires unique classroom accommodations, please contact me as well as the Services for Students with 
Disabilities Office in Old Library 2136 at the beginning of the semester so that those accommodations can be met. 
 

As an instructor, I expect students to complete assigned material prior deadlines (items turned in late will be receive a penalty of ten 
points). As a student, you should expect me to be prepared to instruct from material outlined in the syllabus and enhance that 
material with related information. 
 

Classroom Conduct 
As members of this class, we are members of a larger learning community where excellence is achieved through civility. Our actions 
affect everyone in our community. Courtesy is reciprocated and extends beyond our local setting, whether in future jobs, classes, or 
communities. Civility is not learned individually – it is practiced as a community. 
 

Drop Policy 
Unless I am notified beforehand with a legitimate excuse, I reserve the right to drop students from this course if they do not attend 
the first class meeting. The deadline for dropping a course with no record is February 5, 2016, and the deadline for withdrawing with a 
grade of “W” is April 8, 2016. 
 

UWEC FINAL EXAM POLICY (first ratified in 1970, reaffirmed in November 2000 and then again in January 2003 by University Senate) 
dictates the following: 
 

The College of Arts and Sciences will not approve a change in the time of a final exam for a student in your class unless there are 
extraordinary circumstances over which the student has no control. This would include such things as: 
                - Hospitalization  - Death in the Family  - Conflict with a military obligation 
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 Exam time changes are not approved for such things as: 
                - A previously purchased airplane ticket - A family vacation - A wedding - A conflict with an internship 
  

A student with 3 or more exams in one day may request that an exam time be changed. A student with 2 or more exams at one time 
will of course need to have one changed. 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
I consider any academic misconduct in this course to be a serious offense, and I will pursue the strongest possible academic penalties 
for such behavior. The disciplinary procedures and penalties for academic misconduct are described in the UW-Eau Claire Student 
Services and Standards Handbook in Chapter UWS-14---Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures 
(http://www.uwec.edu/sdd/publications.htm). For more on what constitutes academic dishonest, including plagiarism, please see the 
following website: http://www.uwec.edu/sdd/studentinfo.htm 
 

Educational and Course Management Tools 
Supplemental software and hardware programs are utilized in this class to facilitate learning and communication. 

 

Desire 2 Learn (D2L)  
Desire 2 Learn, an online course management software package, is used in the UW System to assist student learning and to 
improve communication between instructors and their students. I use D2L to post map quiz materials, exam review guides, 
student grades, and other information pertinent to the class.  
 

Grade Breakdown 
The final grade you earn in this class will be determined by the following scale: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A 93-100% 

A- 90-92.99% 

B+ 88-89.99% 

B 83-87.99% 

B- 80-82.99% 

C+ 78-79.99% 

C 73-77.99% 

C- 70-72.99% 

D+ 68-69.99% 

D 63-67.99% 

D- 60-62.99% 

F <60% 

http://www.uwec.edu/sdd/publications.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/sdd/studentinfo.htm
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GEOG 200-001: Foundations of Geography | Fall 2016 Schedule 
 

Date Day Lecture Topic Assigned Reading Laboratory Exercise Topic Assessment 

9/6/2016 T Introductions; Our Geospatial World Course syllabus (D2L) 
1. Introduction to Adobe 
Illustrator 

  

9/8/2016 R Introduction to Geographic Thought Cresswell, p. 1-13 
1. Introduction to Adobe 
Illustrator 

Reaction Paper 1 (by 2:00 PM) 

9/13/2016 T 
Early Geographic Thought & History of 
Cartography 

Cresswell, p. 14-34 2. Reference Map 
Exercise 1 (by 2:00); Reaction 
Paper 2 (by 2:00 PM) 

9/15/2016 R 
Principles of Map Design: Fundamentals & 
Symbolization 

  2. Reference Map   

9/20/2016 T 
Principles of Map Design: Color, Visualization, 
& Typography 

  2. Reference Map   

9/22/2016 R Principles of Map Design: Reference Maps   2. Reference Map Exercise 2 (by 11:59 PM) 

9/27/2016 T Traditions and Research Methodologies 
Pattison, p. 1-4, 
Matthews & Herbert, 
p. 105-133 

3. Geographic Literature  Reaction Paper 3 (by 2:00 PM) 

9/29/2016 R 
Sub-disciplines of Geography: The Physical 
Realm 

Matthews & Herbert, 
p. 21-49 

3. Geographic Literature  Reaction Paper 4 (by 2:00 PM) 

10/4/2016 T 
Sub-disciplines of Geography: The Human 
Realm 

Matthews & Herbert, 
p. 50-81 

3. Geographic Literature  
Reaction Paper 5 (by 2:00 PM); 
Exercise 3 (by 11:59 PM) 

10/6/2016 R Exam 1, Phillips 275     Exam 1 

10/11/2016 T 
Mapping your journey through the 
Geography program 

Your degree audit 
4. Academic Planning 
Schedule 

  

10/13/2016 R 
The Emergence of Modern Geographic 
Thought & Regions 

Cresswell, p. 35-57 
4. Academic Planning 
Schedule 

Reaction Paper 6 (by 2:00 PM) 

10/18/2016 T 
Spatial Science and the Quantitative 
Revolution 

Cresswell, p. 58-102 
4. Academic Planning 
Schedule 

Reaction Paper 7 (by 2:00 PM) ; 
Exercise 4 (by 11:59 PM) 

10/20/2016 R Earth Geometry & Geodesy Shellito, p. 29-45 
5. Projections & 
Coordinate Systems 

  

10/25/2016 T Data Sources, Quality, & Abstraction Shellito, p. 99-118 
5. Projections & 
Coordinate Systems 

  

10/27/2016 R Satellite Positioning Theory Shellito, p. 73-90 
6. Global Positioning 
Systems 

  

11/1/2016 T Satellite Positioning Practice 
  6. Global Positioning 

Systems 
Exercise 5 (by 11:59 PM) 

11/3/2016 R Satellite Positioning Applications 
 6. Global Positioning 

Systems 
  

11/8/2016 T Satellite Positioning Applications   6. Global Positioning 
Systems 

Exercise 6 (by 11:59 PM) 

11/10/2016 R Geographic Information Systems Shellito, p. 147-163 7. Mapping GIS Data I   

11/15/2016 T Geographic Information Systems Shellito, p. 185-199 7. Mapping GIS Data I Exercise 7 (by 11:59 PM) 

11/17/2016 R Exam 2, Phillips 275     Exam 2 

11/22/2016 T Graphic Representation: Thematic Mapping   8. Mapping GIS Data II   

11/24/2016 R No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday       

11/29/2016 T Humanistic Geographies Cresswell, p. 103-121 8. Mapping GIS Data II 
Reaction Paper 8 (by 2:00 PM); 
Exercise 8 (by 11:59 PM) 

12/1/2016 R Marxist Geographies Cresswell, p. 122-146 9. Bivariate Mapping Reaction Paper 9 (by 2:00 PM) 

12/6/2016 T Feminist Geographies Cresswell, p. 147-169 9. Bivariate Mapping Reaction Paper 10 (by 2:00 PM) 

12/8/2016 R Postmodernism and Beyond Cresswell, p. 170-195 9. Bivariate Mapping Reaction Paper 11 (by 2:00 PM) 

12/13/2016 T Geography's Exclusions Cresswell, p. 261-274 9. Bivariate Mapping 
Reaction Paper 12 (by 2:00 PM); 
Exercise 9 (by 11:59 PM) 

12/15/2016 R No Class: Study Day       

12/16/2016 F 
Comprehensive Final Exam, 1:00-2:50 PM, 
Phillips 275 

    Final Exam 

 
 

Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to alter any information included on this syllabus provided the students are notified in advance. 


