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Human Geography 
Geography 111, Section 005 
 

Fall 2016 | MW | 2:00-3:15pm | Centennial 1614 

 
Instructor: Dr. Ezra Zeitler (please call me Ezra) 
E-mail: zeitleej@uwec.edu (the best way to contact me) 
Phone: 715.836.5186 
Office: 251 Phillips Hall 
Office Hours: MW 1:00-2:00 pm, TR 10:00-11:00 am, and by appointment 
 

Required Texts 
Knox, Paul L. and Sallie A. Marston. 2015. Human Geography: Places and Regions in Global Context, 7th Edition. Upper Saddle River, 

NJ: Pearson. 
 

Veregin, Howard, ed. 2016. Goode’s World Atlas, 23rd Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. 
 
 

Course Description 
The basic elements, processes, distributions, and problems associated with cultural groups: their principal ways of life, 
interrelationships with the natural environment, and socio-cultural diversity are covered in this course. Topics include population, 
race, sport, religion, political ideologies and their geographical manifestations, and economic systems. 
 
 

Desired Results 
There are three fundamental issues I hope you attain from this course: 

1. Improve geographic literacy and become more globally informed. 
2. Understand geography’s role in everyday life and be able to identify geographic principles in everyday situations. 
3. Develop a livelong awareness and appreciation for our interconnected and diverse world. 

 
 

Academic Goals 
This class addresses every University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire academic goal of providing you with knowledge and abilities needed 
for lifelong learning: 

1. Knowledge of human culture and the natural world  4. Individual and social responsibility 
2. Creative and critical thinking    5. Respect for diversity among people 
3. Effective communication     6. Integrative learning 

 
 

Liberal Education Goals 
The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire was founded in 1916 on the ideals of liberal education. The Association of American Colleges 
and Universities defines Liberal Education as “an approach to learning that empowers individuals and prepares them to deal with 
complexity, diversity, and change. It provides students with broad knowledge of the wider world (e.g. science, culture, and society) 
as well as in-depth study in a specific area of interest. A liberal education helps students develop a sense of social responsibility, as 
well as strong and transferable intellectual and practical skills such as communication, analytical and problem-solving skills, and a 
demonstrated ability to apply knowledge and skills in real-world settings.” 
 

This course assesses the Knowledge Outcome 2 and Responsibility Outcome 2 components of the university’s Liberal Education 
Learning Outcomes. 
 

Knowledge Outcome 2: Student successfully uses knowledge, theories, methods, and historical perspectives appropriate to the social 
sciences to explain and evaluate human behavior and social institutions.  
 

Responsibility Outcome 2: Student successfully evaluates the impact of systems, institutions, and issues in local and global contexts 
and across cultures. 
 
Evaluation 
The grade you earn in this course is dependent on your performance on eleven map quizzes, three exercises, three examinations, 
and participation in a limited number of optional extra credit opportunities. Read more about these assessments on the next page. 
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Map Quiz (60 points)                 Example map quiz question: Where is Iraq? 
Eleven map quizzes (ten worth 5 points and one worth 10 points) will be 
administered this semester. Preparing for each quiz requires you to know the 
locations of approximately 20 places (countries, provinces, and cities). A list of 
places for each map quiz is available on Desire2Learn (D2L). Each map quiz 
involves the identification of 10 of these places. To study for these quizzes, I 
recommend that you download and print blank maps available on D2L, find the 
places in your atlas, the textbook, or online, and label them on the blank maps. 
The map quizzes will include multiple choice questions based on the maps that 
you see on a series of PowerPoint slides. You will answer the questions on a 
Scantron bubble sheet. I will explain the map quiz set-up in further detail during 
the classes immediately prior to Map Quiz 1. Please bring a #2 pencil to class 
every quiz day. Thank you! 

 
Exercises (60 points) 
Three exercises you complete this semester will require you to think critically about topics discussed in class, 
places you are very familiar with (your hometown), and places you may not be familiar with at all. Exercises are 
worth 20 points each and involve the collection of quantitative and qualitative data, the synthesis and analysis of 
those data, the production of a map or two, and the production of a narrative explaining the geographic 
patterns and trends of your research. More information on these exercises will be provided as the semester 
progresses. 

 

Exams (300 points) 
Three exams will be administered this semester. Each exam is worth 100 points. Exams will include multiple 
choice, matching, true and false, short answer, and map identification questions. Exam material will originate 
from lectures, the textbook, and assigned readings. Review guides for each exam will be posted on D2L at least 
one week prior to the exam. All students, including graduating seniors, must take the final, comprehensive 
exam. 

 

Extra Credit (5 points each; up to 10 points) 
Extra credit opportunities involve attending a campus event that is determined by the instructor and writing a 
reaction paper about it. They will be announced throughout the semester.   

 

Attendance 
Because class participation is an integral component of the development of a successful learning community, all students are 
expected to attend all class sessions of courses in which they are enrolled. While attendance is expected, it is recognized that 
absences are at times unavoidable. If an absence is necessary, a student should take responsibility for contacting her/his 
instructor(s) as soon as possible to discuss the ramifications of being away from class.  
 

As a general rule, make ups for missed in-class activities, quizzes, exams, etc. will be provided only when due to an authorized 
absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor of such situations and to provide appropriate documentation. 
Students will need to consult with the instructor regarding the nature of the make ups and due dates.  Work that is late for non-
authorized reasons will not receive full credit and if it is too late, it will not receive any credit.  Although students will not be 
penalized when absences are authorized, it is important to understand that in some cases the make up work may be significantly 
different from the original assignment, quiz, or, exam.  
 

Attendance in this course is administered by the instructor during each class through the collection of response sheets, map quizzes, 
exercises, and exams. The instructor reserves the right to consider student attendance when determining final grades. For more 
information regarding attendance, visit the Dean of Students website: www.uwec.edu/DOS/policies/attendance.htm.  

 

Late Work 
Exercises turned in late (in class or via D2L drop box) will receive a ten point penalty (outside of extenuating circumstances that I am 
notified of prior to due dates). 

 

Classroom Policies 
As an instructor, I expect students to attend class. This is EXTREMELY important if you want to earn a good grade. If an absence 
occurs, you are responsible to acquire notes from another student. If prior arrangements are made, make-ups will be allowed. Do 
not contact me after missing a class asking for a make-up; it is your responsibility to inform me of your absence prior to the date an 
exercise is due, a quiz, or an exam. 

Final Grade 
Breakdown 

A 93-100% 

A- 90-92.99% 

B+ 88-89.99% 

B 83-87.99% 

B- 80-82.99% 

C+ 78-79.99% 

C 73-77.99% 

C- 70-72.99% 

D+ 68-69.99% 

D 63-67.99% 

D- 60-62.99% 

F <60% 
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Electronic items not allowed to be used in the classroom include laptops (unless permission is granted), .mp3 players/ipods, cell 
phones, and similar electronic items. Rule: if your phone makes a noticeable sound (loud vibration, ring, ding, whatever), you must 
to dance in front of the class. 
 

Snacks are allowed in the classroom (as long as you do not interrupt other students). Please dispose your waste properly at the end 
of class. 
 

Wearing hats during lectures does not bother me, but please remove them during quizzes and exams. Sleeping in class does not 
bother me, as long as you do not snore and/or rest your shoulder on an unsuspecting neighbor. Sleeping during quizzes and exams is 
ok too, but I don’t recommend it. 
 

Please do your best to arrive to class before it begins, particularly on days that map quizzes are scheduled, as they are conducted at 
the beginning of class. Otherwise, arriving a minute or two late not bother me (especially if you are coming from a class on the other 
side of campus).  
 

It is my policy to excuse absences of students that result from religious observances and to reschedule, without penalty, missed 
quizzes and exams. I must be notified prior to the absence, however. 
 

If you are a student who requires unique classroom accommodations, please contact me as well as the Services for Students with 
Disabilities Office in Centennial Hall 2106 at the beginning of the semester so that those accommodations can be met. For more 
information, visit the SSD website: www.uwec.edu/ssd. 
 

As an instructor, I expect students to read the assigned material prior to each class and to turn exercises in on time (items turned in 
late will be receive a penalty of ten points). As a student, you should expect me to be prepared to instruct from the assigned 
material and enhance that material with related information. 
 
Classroom Conduct 
As members of this class, we are members of a larger learning community where excellence is achieved through civility. Our actions 
affect everyone in our community. Courtesy is reciprocated and extends beyond our local setting, whether in future jobs, classes, or 
communities. Civility is not learned individually – it is practiced as a community. 
 
UWEC FINAL EXAM POLICY (first ratified in 1970, reaffirmed in November 2000 and then again in January 2003 by University Senate) 
dictates the following: 
 

The College of Arts and Sciences will not approve a change in the time of a final exam for a student in your class unless there are 
extraordinary circumstances over which the student has no control. This would include such things as: 
                - Hospitalization  - Death in the Family - Conflict with a military obligation 
Final exam time changes are not approved for such things as: 
                - A previously purchased airplane ticket  - A wedding 
                - A family vacation    - A conflict with an internship 
  

A student with three or more exams in one day may request that an exam time be changed. A student with two or more exams at 
one time will need to have one changed.  
 

Academic calendar deadlines 
The deadline for dropping a course with no record is September 19, 2016, and the deadline for withdrawing with a grade of “W” is 
November 14, 2016. 
 

Academic Dishonesty 
I consider any academic misconduct in this course to be a very serious offense, and I will pursue the strongest possible academic 
penalties for such behavior. I am serious about this. The disciplinary procedures and penalties for academic misconduct are 
described in the UW-Eau Claire Student Services and Standards Handbook in Chapter UWS-14---Student Academic Disciplinary 
Procedures. For more on what constitutes academic dishonest, including plagiarism, please see the following website: 
www.uwec.edu/DOS/policies/academic 
 

Educational and Course Management Tools 
Supplemental software and hardware programs are utilized in this class to facilitate learning and communication. 
 

Desire 2 Learn (D2L)  
Desire 2 Learn, an online course management software package, is used in the UW System to assist student learning and to 
improve communication between instructors and their students. I use D2L to post map quiz materials, exam review guides, 
student grades, and other information pertinent to the class.   
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GEOG 111-004: Human Geography | Fall 2016 Schedule 
 

Date Day Lecture topic Assessment Assigned Reading 

9/7/2016 W Introductions, Ch. 1 - Geog. Matters 
 

Syllabus, p. 2-7 (to The Basic Tools...) 

9/12/2016 M Ch. 1 - Geography Matters   p. 7-19 (to Spatial Interaction) 

9/14/2016 W Ch. 1 - Geography Matters 
 

p. 19-29 

9/19/2016 M Ch. 2 - The Changing Global Context Practice Map Quiz p. 31-50 (to Contemporary Globalization) 

9/21/2016 W No Class (Ezra @ a conference) 
  9/26/2016 M Ch. 2 - The Changing Global Context Map Quiz 1 p. 51-63 

9/28/2016 W Ch. 3 - Population & Migration 
 

p. 64-85 (to Population Movement & Migration) 

10/3/2016 M Ch. 3 - Population & Migration Map Quiz 2 p. 85-105 

10/5/2016 W Ch. 4 - People and Nature Exercise 1 p. 106-127 (to Energy, Land-Use Change…) 

10/10/2016 M Ch. 4 - People and Nature Map Quiz 3 p. 127-151 

10/12/2016 W Exam One Exam One All readings 9/7 to 10/10 

10/17/2016 M Ch. 5 - Cultural Geographies Map Quiz 4 p. 152-166 (to Culture and Identity) 

10/19/2016 W Ch. 5 - Cultural Geographies 
 

p. 167-185 

10/24/2016 M Ch. 6 - Communication & Belief   p. 186-206 (to Religious Geographies) 

10/26/2016 W Ch. 6 - Communication & Belief Map Quiz 5 p. 206-227 

10/31/2016 M Ch. 7 - Cultural Landscapes   p. 228-247 (to Coded Spaces) 

11/2/2016 W Ch. 7 - Cultural Landscapes Map Quiz 6 p. 247-257 

11/7/2016 M Ch. 8 - Economic Development Exercise 2 p. 258-277 (to Regional Econ Development) 

11/9/2016 W Ch. 8 - Economic Development Map Quiz 7 p. 277-297 

11/14/2016 M Exam Two Exam Two All readings 10/17 to 11/9 

11/16/2016 W Ch. 9 - Food & Agriculture Map Quiz 8 p. 298-318 (to Global Change in Food…) 

11/21/2016 M Ch. 9 - Food & Agriculture   p. 318-341 

11/23/2016 W Ch. 10 - Political Geographies Map Quiz 9 p. 342-359 (to Orientalism & Post-colonialism) 

11/28/2016 M Ch. 10 - Political Geographies   p. 359-378 (to The Politics of Geography) 

11/30/2016 W Ch. 10 - Political Geographies 
 

p. 378-391 

12/5/2016 M Ch. 11 - Urbanization Exercise 3 p. 392-412 (to World Urbanization Today) 

12/7/2016 W Ch. 11 - Urbanization Map Quiz 10 p. 412-427 

12/12/2016 M Ch. 12 - Urban Spaces   p. 428-441 (to European Cities) 

12/14/2016 W Ch. 12 - Urban Spaces Map Quiz 11 p. 441-459 

12/22/2016 Thurs Exam 3 - 10-11:50 AM, Centennial 1614 Exam Three All readings 9/7 to 12/14 

 
 

 

Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to alter any information included on this syllabus provided the students are notified in advance. 
 
 
 


