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Native Geographies 
Geography/American Indian Studies 322 
 

Fall 2016 | TR | 11:00-12:15pm | Phillips 281 

 
Instructor: Dr. Ezra Zeitler (please call me Ezra) 
E-mail: zeitleej@uwec.edu (the best way to contact me) 
Phone: 715.836.5186 
Office: 251 Phillips Hall 
Office Hours: MW 1:00-2:00 pm, TR 10:00-11:00 am, and by appointment 
 
Atlas (rental): 
Waldman, Carl. 2009. Atlas of the North American Indian (3rd ed.). New York: Checkmark Books. 
 

Additional reading (available on D2L): 
Ackerman, William V. and Rick L. Bunch. 2012. A Comparative Analysis of Indian Gaming in the United States. American Indian 
Quarterly 36(1): 50-74. 
 

Basso, Keith.  1996. “Speaking with Names”. In Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache. 
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. 
 

Carlson, Kelsey and John E. Gareth. 2015. Landscapes of Triumphalism, Reconciliation, and Reclamation: Memorializing the 
Aftermath of the Dakota-U.S. War of 1862. Journal of Cultural Geography 32(3): 270-303. 
 

Carroll, Clint. 2015. “Shaping New Homelands: Landscapes of Removal and Renewal.” In Roots of our Renewal: Ethnobotany and 
Cherokee Environmental Governance. University of Minnesota Press. 
 

Colombi, Benedict J. 2012. Salmon and the Adaptive Capacity of Nimiipuu (Nez Perce) Culture to Cope with Change. American Indian 
Quarterly 36(1): 75-97. 
 

Deloria, Jr., Vine.  1969.  Laws and Treaties. In Custer Died for Your Sins. New York: Macmillan. 
 

Deloria, Jr., Vine. and Clifford M. Lytle. 1998. The Nations Within: The Past and Future of American Indian Sovereignty. Austin: 
University of Texas Press. 
 

de Leeuw, Sarah et. al. 2012. With Reserves: Colonial Geographies and First Nations Health. Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers 102(5): 904-911. 
 

Guiliano, Jennifer.  2013, August 13.  The Fascination and Frustration with Native American Mascots. The Society Pages.  
 

Herman, R.D.K. 2015. “Something Savage and Luxuriant”: American Identity and the Indian Place-Name Literature. American Indian 
Culture and Research Journal 39(1): 25-46. 
 

Johnson, Allan G.  2014.  Where White Privilege Came From. In The Forest and the Trees. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 
 

Loew, Patty and James Thannum. 2011. After the Storm: Ojibwe Treaty Rights Twenty-Five Years after the Voigt Decision. American 
Indian Quarterly 35(2): 161-191. 
 

Winlow, Heather. 2013. “Strangers on their own land”: Ideology, Policy, and Rational Landscapes in the United States, 1825-1934. 
Cartographica 48(1): 47-66. 
 

Yellow Bird, Michael. 1999. What We Want to Be Called: Indigenous Peoples’ Perspectives on Racial and Ethnic Identity Labels. 
American Indian Quarterly 23(2): 1-21.  
 
 

Course Description 
The historical and contemporary relationships of Indigenous Peoples to place, including land use and environmental issues, 
indigenous mapping techniques, sacred sites, territorial nationhood, and legal rights to ceded and sovereign lands.  
 

Desired Results 
There are three fundamental things we hope you attain from this course: 

1. Improve geographic familiarity of Indigenous nations in North America. 
2. Compare Western and Indigenous approaches to the geographical study of Indigenous Peoples in North America. 
3. Develop a livelong awareness, appreciation, and engagement with Indigenous cultures, struggles, and successes. 
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Academic Goals 
This class meets every University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire academic goal of providing you with knowledge and abilities needed for 
lifelong learning: 

1. Knowledge of human culture and the natural world 
2. Creative and critical thinking 
3. Effective communication 
4. Individual and social responsibility 
5. Respect for diversity among people 

 

Evaluation 
The grade you earn in this course is dependent on your performance on a variety of formative and summative assessments. 
 

Map Quizzes (30 total points) 
Six map quizzes will be administered this semester. Each map quiz is worth 5 points. Preparing for each quiz requires you to 
know the locations of 10 places. A list of places for each map quiz is available on Desire2Learn (D2L). Each map quiz involves the 
identification of 5, or half, of these places. To study for these quizzes, I recommend that you download and print blank maps 
available on D2L, find the places in your atlas, the textbook, or online, and label them on the blank maps. Note: the maps are 
decolonized (meaning there are no state or provincial boundaries). The map quizzes will include multiple choice questions based 
on the maps that you see on a series of PowerPoint slides.  
 

In-Class Group Research Projects (40 total points) 
Four group research and presentation projects will take place this semester, each designed to encourage creative thinking, 
communication, and cooperation with peers in the active learning classroom. These exercises involve the collection of 
quantitative and qualitative data, the synthesis and analysis of those data, and the production of a narrative explaining the 
geographic patterns and trends of your research. Attendance on these days in necessary for being eligible to earn points. More 
information on this exercise will be provided as the semester progresses. 
 

Exams (100 total points) 
Two exams will be administered this semester. Each exam will be worth 50 points. Exams will include multiple choice, matching, 
true and false, short answer, map identification, and essay questions. Exam material will originate from lectures and the 
assigned reading material. Review guides for each exam will be posted on D2L at least one week prior to the exam. The second 
exam is not cumulative in nature. 
 

Field Trip Report (20 total points) 
A two-page report describing your impression of the places and people visited during the field trip is due within one week after 
returning. More information on this assignment will be discussed as the field trip approaches.  
 

Individual Research Project (100 total points) 
The summative assessment for the course will be a research paper that is produced individually. The topic should focus on a 
contemporary geographically-related issue that an Indigenous group is contending or has contended with. More information 
about this project will be revealed during the first three weeks of the semester.  

 

Research Presentation (10 total points) 
Each student will deliver a short PowerPoint summary of their research during the final examination period. Faculty from 
American Indian Studies and the Department of Geography & Anthropology may be in attendance to show support, ask 
questions, and provide comments. More information on this assessment will be provided during the first three weeks of the 
semester. 
 

Participation (10 points) 
I expect all students to read assigned material, prepare for in-class discussions, attend class, and participate in group and 
classroom discussions. For each class meeting with reading assignments, create a list of three ideas, points, or facts that the 
author(s) emphasized and come to class prepared to discuss them. I will randomly require these lists be submitted as a part of 
the participation points you earn this semester. 
 

Extra Credit 
Please note that there are no opportunities for extra credit in this class. 

 

Graduate Students: In addition to completing all undergraduate requirements, graduate students will be expected to produce a 
5,000-word paper based on independent research that incorporated Indigenous Peoples and the discipline of Geography in some 
matter. The paper is expected to be of graduate-quality rigor. 
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Classroom Policies 
As an instructor, I expect students to attend class. This is EXTREMELY important if you want to earn a good grade. If an absence 
occurs, you are responsible to acquire notes from another student. Make-ups will be allowed if prior arrangements are made or if an 
emergency occurs. Barring an emergency, please do not contact me after missing a class asking for a make-up; it is your 
responsibility to inform me of your absence prior to the date an exercise is due, a quiz, or an exam. 
 

Electronic items not allowed to be used in the classroom include laptops and tablets (unless permission is granted), .mp3 
players/ipods, cell phones, and similar electronic items. Rule: if your phone makes a noticeable sound (loud vibration, ring, ding, 
whatever), you must to dance in front of the class. 
 

Food and drink are allowed in the classroom (as long as you do not interrupt other students). Please dispose your waste properly at 
the end of class. 
 

Please do your best to arrive to class before it begins, especially on days when assessments are taking place (map quiz, exam, group 
exercise). Arriving late does not bother me – just don’t make it habitual. 
 

It is my policy to excuse absences of students that result from religious observances and to reschedule, without penalty, missed 
quizzes and exams. I must be notified prior to the absence, however. 
 

If you are a student who requires unique classroom accommodations, please contact me as well as the Services for Students with 
Disabilities Office in Centennial Hall 2106 at the beginning of the semester so that those accommodations can be met. For more 
information, visit the SSD website: www.uwec.edu/ssd. 
 

As an instructor, I expect students to read the assigned material prior to each class and to turn exercises in on time (items turned in 
late will be receive a penalty of ten points). As a student, you should expect me to be prepared to instruct from the assigned 
material and enhance that material with related information. 
 

Classroom Conduct 
As members of this class, we are members of a larger learning community where excellence is achieved through civility. Our actions 
affect everyone in our community. Courtesy is reciprocated and extends beyond our local setting, whether in future jobs, classes, or 
communities. Civility is not learned individually – it is practiced as a community. 
 

Academic calendar deadlines 
The deadline for dropping a course with no record is September 19, 2016, and the deadline for withdrawing with a grade of “W” is 
November 14, 2016. 
 

UWEC FINAL EXAM POLICY (first ratified in 1970, reaffirmed in November 2000 and then again in January 2003 by University Senate) 
dictates the following: 
 

The College of Arts and Sciences will not approve a change in the time of a final exam for a student in your class unless there are 
extraordinary circumstances over which the student has no control. This would include such things as: 
                - Hospitalization  - Death in the Family - Conflict with a military obligation 
Final exam time changes are not approved for such things as: 
                - A previously purchased airplane ticket  - A wedding 
                - A family vacation    - A conflict with an internship 
  

A student with three or more exams in one day may request that an exam time be changed. A student with two or more exams at 
one time will need to have one changed.  
 

Academic Dishonesty 
I consider any academic misconduct in this course to be a very serious offense, and I will pursue the strongest possible academic 
penalties for such behavior. I am serious about this. The disciplinary procedures and penalties for academic misconduct are 
described in the UW-Eau Claire Student Services and Standards Handbook in Chapter UWS-14---Student Academic Disciplinary 
Procedures. For more on what constitutes academic dishonest, including plagiarism, please see the following website: 
www.uwec.edu/DOS/policies/academic 
 

Educational and Course Management Tools 
Supplemental software and hardware programs are utilized in this class to facilitate learning and communication. 
 

Desire 2 Learn (D2L)  
Desire 2 Learn, an online course management software package, is used in the UW System to assist student learning and to 
improve communication between instructors and their students. I use D2L to post map quiz materials, exam review guides, 
student grades, and other information pertinent to the class.   
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Geography/American Indian Studies 322: Native Geographies 
Fall 2016 Course Schedule 

 
Date Day Lecture Topic Assigned Reading Assessment 

9/6/2016 T Introductions Course syllabus   

9/8/2016 R 
Geography & Indigeneity, & Settler 
Colonialism 

Syllabus; Yellow Bird, "What We Want to Be Called"   

9/13/2016 T 
Cultural Appropriation of 
Indigenous Cultures 

Guiliano, "The Fascination and Frustration with Native American Mascots"   

9/15/2016 R Indigenous Place Names Herman, "American Identity and the Indian Place-Name Literature" Group Exercise 

9/20/2016 T 
Indigenous Legacies in the Cultural 
Landscape 

Waldman, Atlas of the North American Indian, p. 34-66 Map Quiz 1 

9/22/2016 R 
Indigenous Legacies in the Cultural 
Landscape 

Waldman, Atlas of the North American Indian, p. 67-88   

9/27/2016 T Political Sovereignty & Boundaries Deloria, "A Status Higher Than States" Map Quiz 2 

9/29/2016 R 
Federal Indian Policy & Territorial 
Dispossession 

To be determined Group Exercise 

10/4/2016 T 
Federal Indian Policy & Territorial 
Dispossession 

Winlow, "Ideology, Policy, and Rational Landscapes in the US, 1825-1934" 
and Waldman, p. 205-213 

Map Quiz 3 

10/6/2016 R 
Federal Indian Policy & Territorial 
Dispossession 

Carroll, "Shaping New Homelands: Landscapes of Removal and Renewal"   

10/11/2016 T 
Memorializing Conflict & 
Dispossession 

Carlson & John, "Memorializing the Aftermath of the Dakota-US War of 
1862" 

Map Quiz 4 

10/13/2016 R Exam 1   Exam 1 

10/18/2016 T 
Environmental Justice & Treaty 
Rights 

  Map Quiz 5 

10/20/2016 R 
Environmental Justice & Treaty 
Rights 

Loew & Thannum, "Ojibwe Treaty Rights 25 Years after the Voigt 
Decision" 

Group Exercise 

10/25/2016 T 
Environmental Justice & Treaty 
Rights 

  Map Quiz 6 

10/27/2016 R Sacred Places & Treaty Rights     

11/1/2016 T Sacred Places & Treaty Rights Basso, "Speaking With Names" Group Exercise 

11/3/2016 R Field Trip (tentative)     

11/8/2016 T Economic Development Ackerman & Bunch, "Comparative Analysis of Indian Gaming"   

11/10/2016 R Demography & Health de Leeuw et. al, "Colonial Geographies and First Nations Health"   

11/15/2016 T Food Sovereignty 
Colombi, "Salmon and the Adaptive Capacity of Nimiipuu Culture to Cope 
with Change" 

  

11/17/2016 R Exam 2   Exam 2 

11/22/2016 T Research Day     

11/24/2016 R No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday     

11/29/2016 T Research Day     

12/1/2016 R Research Day     

12/6/2016 T Research Day     

12/8/2016 R Research Day     

12/13/2016 T Research Day     

12/15/2016 R No Class: Study Day     

12/16/2016 F 
Research Presentations, 10:00-
11:50 AM, Phillips 281 

  Research Products 
(Paper & PPT 
overview) 

 
 

Disclaimer: The instructors reserve the right to alter any information included on this syllabus provided the students are notified in advance. 


