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Abstract
This 90-minute workshop summarizes research on 
proficiency-based instruction and discusses the many ways 
that language teachers can use ACTFL-based tools (e.g., 
Can-Do Statements, Thematic Units, and Integrated 
Performance Assessments) to (1) help increase their 
students’ proficiency, (2) incorporate more authentic 
resources on cultural topics, and (3) save time on lesson 
planning and grading.



Jessica Sertling Miller, Ph. D.

Bonjour. Je m’appelle Jessica 
Sertling Miller. Je viens de 
Strasbourg, en France. J’ai étudié 
la linguistique à Strasbourg 
(Alsace), St. Louis (Missouri), 
Champaign-Urbana (Illinois). Je 
suis professeure à UW-Eau Claire 
depuis 2006. Je fais des 
recherches sur l’enseignement du 
français.
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Increasing students’ proficiency

1. What are your program’s 
goals?

2. What are the language 
functions associated to the 
target level?

3. How do we help learners 
move along the path?

4. How do we help learners, 
parents, colleagues, and 
administrators understand 
what proficiency means and 
what it takes to be proficient?



Challenges
1. Balancing all modes of communication 

(Kissau & Adams, 2016)
2. Paying attention to all Cs: Communication, 

Culture, Connections, Comparisons, 
Communities (Magnan et al, 2012)

3. Developing proficiency while delivering 
content (Brooks & Darhower, 2014)



1. Outcomes
2. Assessments
3. Lesson plansBackward 

Design

Language learning outcomes at UWEC
Benchmark Intermediate High (majors and minors) or Intermediate Low (certificates) according to the ACTFL 
proficiency guidelines. http://actflproficiencyguidelines2012.org/

By the end of the program, our graduates will be able to
1. engage in interpersonal communication on a variety of topics of a personal, public, and professional 

nature.
2. understand and interpret written and spoken language and visual images on a variety of topics of a 

personal, public, and professional nature.
3. present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics of a 

personal, public, and professional nature.
4. demonstrate an awareness and knowledge of practices, products and perspectives related to the target 

culture(s) in spoken, written, and visual forms.
5. connect and integrate their language study with other disciplines and communities for academic and social 

purposes.
6. use critical and creative thinking to evaluate and address issues in local and global contexts.
7. demonstrate knowledge and appropriate use of current pedagogical issues and practices that are pertinent 

to the field of second language acquisition.



Alignment of ACTFL guidelines 
at UW-Eau Claire

French, German, Spanish

1. 101: Novice Mid
2. 102: Novice High
3. 201: Intermediate Low
4. 202: Intermediate Mid

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High Advanced Low Advanced Mid Advanced High Superior Distinguished

Interpersonal 
Communication

I can communicate 
on some very familiar 

topics using single 
words and phrases that 
I have practiced and 

memorized.

I can communicate on 
very familiar topics 

using a variety of words 
and phrases that I have 

practiced and  
memorized.

I can communicate and 
exchange information 

about familiar topics us-
ing phrases and simple 
sentences, sometimes 
supported by memo-

rized language.  
I can usually handle 

short social interactions 
in everyday situations 
by asking and answer-
ing simple questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on a number 
of familiar topics using 
simple sentences. I can 

handle short social 
interactions in everyday 

situations by asking 
and answering simple 

questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on familiar 
topics using sentences 

and series of sentences. 
I can handle short social 
interactions in everyday 
situations by asking and 
answering a variety of 
questions. I can usually 
say what I want to say 
about myself and my 

everyday life.

I can participate with 
ease and confidence in 
conversations on famil-
iar topics. I can usually 
talk about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.  
I can usually describe 
people, places, and 
things. I can handle 
social interactions in 
everyday situations, 

sometimes even when 
there is an unexpected 

complication.

I can participate in 
conversations about 

familiar topics that go 
beyond my everyday 
life. I can talk in an 
organized way and 

with some detail about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames. 
I can describe people, 
places, and things in 

an organized way and 
with some detail. I can 
handle a familiar situa-
tion with an unexpected 

complication.

I can express myself 
fully not only on familiar 
topics but also on some 

concrete social, aca-
demic, and professional 
topics. I can talk in de-

tail and in an organized 
way about events and 
experiences in various 
time frames. I can con-
fidently handle routine 
situations with an unex-
pected complication. I 
can share my point of 
view in discussions on 
some complex issues.

I can express myself 
freely and spontaneous-
ly, and for the most part 
accurately, on concrete 

topics and on most 
complex issues.  

I can usually support my 
opinion and develop 
hypotheses on topics 

of particular interest or 
personal expertise.

I can communicate with 
ease, accuracy, and flu-
ency. I can participate 
fully and effectively in 

discussions on a variety 
of topics in formal and 

informal settings.  
I can discuss at length 

complex issues by struc-
turing arguments and 

developing hypotheses.

I can communicate 
reflectively on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
sophisticated manner.

Presentational 
Speaking

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using single 

words or memorized 
phrases.

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using a variety 

of words, phrases, and 
memorized expressions.

I can present basic 
information on familiar 
topics using language 
I have practiced using 
phrases and simple 

sentences.

I can present informa-
tion on most familiar 

topics using a series of 
simple sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions on a wide variety 
of familiar topics using 
connected sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions in a generally or-

ganized way on school, 
work, and community 
topics, and on topics I 
have researched. I can 

make presentations 
on some events and 

experiences in various 
time frames.

I can deliver organized 
presentations appro-

priate to my audience 
on a variety of topics. 
I can present informa-
tion about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.

I can deliver well-orga-
nized presentations on 
concrete social, aca-

demic, and professional 
topics. I can present de-
tailed information about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations, usually 
with accuracy, clarity 

and precision, on a va-
riety of topics and issues 
related to community in-
terests and some special 

fields of expertise.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations with ac-

curacy, clarity, and pre-
cision to a wide variety 
of audiences on topics 

and issues ranging from 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise.

I can deliver sophisti-
cated and articulate 

presentations on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
appropriate manner, 

tailored to a variety of 
audiences.

Presentational 
Writing

I can copy some famil-
iar words, characters, 

or phrases.

I can write lists and 
memorized phrases on 

familiar topics.

I can write short 
messages and notes on 
familiar topics related to 

everyday life.

I can write briefly about 
most familiar topics 

and present information 
using a series of simple 

sentences.

I can write on a wide 
variety of familiar 

topics using connected 
sentences.

I can write on topics 
related to school, work, 
and community in a gen-
erally organized way. I 
can write some simple 

paragraphs about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on general 
interest, academic, and 

professional topics. I 
can write organized 
paragraphs about 

events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on a wide 
variety of general inter-
est, professional, and 
academic topics. I can 
write well-organized, 

detailed paragraphs in 
various time frames.

I can write extensively 
with significant preci-
sion and detail on a 

variety of topics, most 
complex issues, and 
some special fields of 

expertise.

I can write about com-
plex and abstract issues 
ranging from topics of 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise using standard 
structure, lexicon, and 

writing protocols.

I can write about global 
issues from highly 

conceptualized and 
analytical perspectives. 
I can tailor my writing to 
sophisticated readers.

Interpretive 
Listening

I can recognize a few 
memorized words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can recognize some 
familiar words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can often understand 
words, phrases, and 

simple sentences related 
to everyday life. I can 
recognize pieces of 

information and some-
times understand the 
main topic of what is 

being said.

I can understand the 
main idea in short, sim-
ple messages and pre-
sentations on familiar 

topics. I can understand 
the main idea of simple 

conversations that I 
overhear.

I can understand the 
main idea in messages 
and presentations on a 
variety of topics related 

to everyday life and 
personal interests and 
studies. I can under-
stand the main idea 

in conversations that I 
overhear.

I can easily understand 
the main idea in mes-

sages and presentations 
on a variety of topics 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

and studies. I can usual-
ly understand a few de-
tails of what I overhear 
in conversations, even 
when something unex-
pected is expressed.  

I can sometimes follow 
what I hear about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details in 
organized speech on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand infor-
mation presented in a 
variety of genres on fa-
miliar topics, even when 
something unexpected 

is expressed.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 

interest, as well as some 
topics of professional 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand 
information presented 
in most genres, even 

when not familiar with 
the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 
and descriptive speech. 

I can understand dis-
cussions on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 

situations, and abstract 
concepts. I can some-
times follow extended 

arguments and different 
points of view.

I can follow a wide 
range of academic 
and professional 

discourse on abstract 
and specialized topics. 

I can understand all 
standard dialects. I can 
sometimes infer complex 
meaning that requires 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand highly 
abstract and special-
ized speech tailored 
to different audienc-
es. I can understand 

sophisticated language, 
humor, and persuasive 
arguments embedded 
with cultural references 

and allusions.

Interpretive 
Reading

I can recognize a few 
letters or characters. 
I can identify a few 

memorized words and 
phrases when I read.

I can recognize some 
letters or characters. I 
can understand some 
learned or memorized 

words and phrases 
when I read.

I can understand famil-
iar words, phrases, and 
sentences within short 

and simple texts related 
to everyday life. I can 
sometimes understand 
the main idea of what  

I have read.

I can understand the 
main idea of short and 
simple texts when the 

topic is familiar.

I can understand the 
main idea of texts 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

or studies.

I can easily understand 
the main idea of texts 

related to everyday life, 
personal interests, and 

studies. I can sometimes 
follow stories and de-
scriptions about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and  

in various time frames 
and genres.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details in 
texts on a variety of 

topics of personal and 
general interest, as well 
as some professional 

topics. I can follow sto-
ries and descriptions of 
considerable length and 
in various time frames. 
I can understand texts 
written in a variety of 
genres, even when  
I am unfamiliar with  

the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 

and descriptive texts. 
I can understand what 
I read on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 
situations, and ab-

stract concepts. I can 
sometimes understand 
extended arguments 
and different points  

of view.

I can follow academ-
ic, professional, and 

literary texts on a wide 
range of both familiar 

and unfamiliar subjects. 
I can sometimes infer 
complex meaning that 
requires analysis and 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand with 
ease and confidence 

highly abstract and spe-
cialized texts that are 
succinct or elaborate. 
I can follow unpredict-
able turns of thought.  

I can manage inference 
from within the cultural 

framework.

NCSSFL-ACTFL Global Can-Do Benchmarks

N
CSSFL-ACTFL 

G
lobal Can-D
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Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High Advanced Low Advanced Mid Advanced High Superior Distinguished

Interpersonal 
Communication

I can communicate 
on some very familiar 

topics using single 
words and phrases that 
I have practiced and 

memorized.

I can communicate on 
very familiar topics 

using a variety of words 
and phrases that I have 

practiced and  
memorized.

I can communicate and 
exchange information 

about familiar topics us-
ing phrases and simple 
sentences, sometimes 
supported by memo-

rized language.  
I can usually handle 

short social interactions 
in everyday situations 
by asking and answer-
ing simple questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on a number 
of familiar topics using 
simple sentences. I can 

handle short social 
interactions in everyday 

situations by asking 
and answering simple 

questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on familiar 
topics using sentences 

and series of sentences. 
I can handle short social 
interactions in everyday 
situations by asking and 
answering a variety of 
questions. I can usually 
say what I want to say 
about myself and my 

everyday life.

I can participate with 
ease and confidence in 
conversations on famil-
iar topics. I can usually 
talk about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.  
I can usually describe 
people, places, and 
things. I can handle 
social interactions in 
everyday situations, 

sometimes even when 
there is an unexpected 

complication.

I can participate in 
conversations about 

familiar topics that go 
beyond my everyday 
life. I can talk in an 
organized way and 

with some detail about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames. 
I can describe people, 
places, and things in 

an organized way and 
with some detail. I can 
handle a familiar situa-
tion with an unexpected 

complication.

I can express myself 
fully not only on familiar 
topics but also on some 

concrete social, aca-
demic, and professional 
topics. I can talk in de-

tail and in an organized 
way about events and 
experiences in various 
time frames. I can con-
fidently handle routine 
situations with an unex-
pected complication. I 
can share my point of 
view in discussions on 
some complex issues.

I can express myself 
freely and spontaneous-
ly, and for the most part 
accurately, on concrete 

topics and on most 
complex issues.  

I can usually support my 
opinion and develop 
hypotheses on topics 

of particular interest or 
personal expertise.

I can communicate with 
ease, accuracy, and flu-
ency. I can participate 
fully and effectively in 

discussions on a variety 
of topics in formal and 

informal settings.  
I can discuss at length 

complex issues by struc-
turing arguments and 

developing hypotheses.

I can communicate 
reflectively on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
sophisticated manner.

Presentational 
Speaking

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using single 

words or memorized 
phrases.

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using a variety 

of words, phrases, and 
memorized expressions.

I can present basic 
information on familiar 
topics using language 
I have practiced using 
phrases and simple 

sentences.

I can present informa-
tion on most familiar 

topics using a series of 
simple sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions on a wide variety 
of familiar topics using 
connected sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions in a generally or-

ganized way on school, 
work, and community 
topics, and on topics I 
have researched. I can 

make presentations 
on some events and 

experiences in various 
time frames.

I can deliver organized 
presentations appro-

priate to my audience 
on a variety of topics. 
I can present informa-
tion about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.

I can deliver well-orga-
nized presentations on 
concrete social, aca-

demic, and professional 
topics. I can present de-
tailed information about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations, usually 
with accuracy, clarity 

and precision, on a va-
riety of topics and issues 
related to community in-
terests and some special 

fields of expertise.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations with ac-

curacy, clarity, and pre-
cision to a wide variety 
of audiences on topics 

and issues ranging from 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise.

I can deliver sophisti-
cated and articulate 

presentations on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
appropriate manner, 

tailored to a variety of 
audiences.

Presentational 
Writing

I can copy some famil-
iar words, characters, 

or phrases.

I can write lists and 
memorized phrases on 

familiar topics.

I can write short 
messages and notes on 
familiar topics related to 

everyday life.

I can write briefly about 
most familiar topics 

and present information 
using a series of simple 

sentences.

I can write on a wide 
variety of familiar 

topics using connected 
sentences.

I can write on topics 
related to school, work, 
and community in a gen-
erally organized way. I 
can write some simple 

paragraphs about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on general 
interest, academic, and 

professional topics. I 
can write organized 
paragraphs about 

events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on a wide 
variety of general inter-
est, professional, and 
academic topics. I can 
write well-organized, 

detailed paragraphs in 
various time frames.

I can write extensively 
with significant preci-
sion and detail on a 

variety of topics, most 
complex issues, and 
some special fields of 

expertise.

I can write about com-
plex and abstract issues 
ranging from topics of 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise using standard 
structure, lexicon, and 

writing protocols.

I can write about global 
issues from highly 

conceptualized and 
analytical perspectives. 
I can tailor my writing to 
sophisticated readers.

Interpretive 
Listening

I can recognize a few 
memorized words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can recognize some 
familiar words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can often understand 
words, phrases, and 

simple sentences related 
to everyday life. I can 
recognize pieces of 

information and some-
times understand the 
main topic of what is 

being said.

I can understand the 
main idea in short, sim-
ple messages and pre-
sentations on familiar 

topics. I can understand 
the main idea of simple 

conversations that I 
overhear.

I can understand the 
main idea in messages 
and presentations on a 
variety of topics related 

to everyday life and 
personal interests and 
studies. I can under-
stand the main idea 

in conversations that I 
overhear.

I can easily understand 
the main idea in mes-

sages and presentations 
on a variety of topics 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

and studies. I can usual-
ly understand a few de-
tails of what I overhear 
in conversations, even 
when something unex-
pected is expressed.  

I can sometimes follow 
what I hear about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details in 
organized speech on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand infor-
mation presented in a 
variety of genres on fa-
miliar topics, even when 
something unexpected 

is expressed.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 

interest, as well as some 
topics of professional 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand 
information presented 
in most genres, even 

when not familiar with 
the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 
and descriptive speech. 

I can understand dis-
cussions on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 

situations, and abstract 
concepts. I can some-
times follow extended 

arguments and different 
points of view.

I can follow a wide 
range of academic 
and professional 

discourse on abstract 
and specialized topics. 

I can understand all 
standard dialects. I can 
sometimes infer complex 
meaning that requires 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand highly 
abstract and special-
ized speech tailored 
to different audienc-
es. I can understand 

sophisticated language, 
humor, and persuasive 
arguments embedded 
with cultural references 

and allusions.

Interpretive 
Reading

I can recognize a few 
letters or characters. 
I can identify a few 

memorized words and 
phrases when I read.

I can recognize some 
letters or characters. I 
can understand some 
learned or memorized 

words and phrases 
when I read.

I can understand famil-
iar words, phrases, and 
sentences within short 

and simple texts related 
to everyday life. I can 
sometimes understand 
the main idea of what  

I have read.

I can understand the 
main idea of short and 
simple texts when the 

topic is familiar.

I can understand the 
main idea of texts 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

or studies.

I can easily understand 
the main idea of texts 

related to everyday life, 
personal interests, and 

studies. I can sometimes 
follow stories and de-
scriptions about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and  

in various time frames 
and genres.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details in 
texts on a variety of 

topics of personal and 
general interest, as well 
as some professional 

topics. I can follow sto-
ries and descriptions of 
considerable length and 
in various time frames. 
I can understand texts 
written in a variety of 
genres, even when  
I am unfamiliar with  

the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 

and descriptive texts. 
I can understand what 
I read on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 
situations, and ab-

stract concepts. I can 
sometimes understand 
extended arguments 
and different points  

of view.

I can follow academ-
ic, professional, and 

literary texts on a wide 
range of both familiar 

and unfamiliar subjects. 
I can sometimes infer 
complex meaning that 
requires analysis and 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand with 
ease and confidence 

highly abstract and spe-
cialized texts that are 
succinct or elaborate. 
I can follow unpredict-
able turns of thought.  

I can manage inference 
from within the cultural 

framework.

NCSSFL-ACTFL Global Can-Do Benchmarks



Integrated Performance 
Assessments

1. Standards-based

2. Performance-based

3. Developmental

4. Integrative
http://people.uwec.edu/millerjs/ipa.html

Bare boned (yet meaty) IPAs
http://people.uwec.edu/millerjs/ipa-scenarios.html

• All proficiency levels
• Interpretive (audio + text), interpersonal, presentation
• Francophonie cultural topics
• Authentic resources
• Community focus

Submit yours at the URL above.



Novice-level IPA: Winter celebrations
1. Interpretative task: Examine the brochure of a winter event or festival. Then, watch a 

video showing what this event looks like.

2. Interpersonal task: Every year, this events highlights a different culture. In a 3-minute 
individual oral interview, discuss ways in which your culture celebrates winter in order to 
convince the organization director (your teacher) to highlight it. Be ready to introduce 
yourself, talk about where you are from, and share your favorite winter-related activities 
and traditions.

3. Presentational task: Based on what you’ve learned, create a local winter event. Hold a 
table presenting a cultural practice from the target culture that might interest local 
residents. Think of winter-related topics (e.g., traditions, crafts, stories, recipes). 
Prepare a script and be prepared to read it in one minute. Bring a visual: a photo, an 
illustration, an object, etc. Check spelling and grammar.

Intermediate-level IPA: Urban art
1. Interpretative task: Read a newspaper article describing a collective of Senegalese 

artists, then watch a video about a French artist.
2. Interpersonal task: Everyone is an artist! In a 3-minute individual oral interview, 

discuss how art influences you. Be ready to introduce yourself, talk about where you 
are from, and share your favorite art-related stories and traditions that define who 
you are.

3. Presentational task: You hold a booth at a street art fair to present an idea 
celebrating a Francophone culture of your choice. The best idea will be funded! To 
convince the visitors who will cast their vote, point out similarities and differences 
with the art studied this week as well as with art already present in your town. 
Prepare a script that includes a description of your art (size, material, shape, 
location, purpose, estimated cost). Include one survey question to gauge interest 
from your booth visitors. Be prepared to read the script in two minutes. Bring a 
visual: a photo, an illustration, an object, etc. Check spelling and grammar.



Advanced-level IPA: Ecosystems
1. Interpretative task: Learn about the mangrove ecosystem in Guadeloupe by reading an article 

and watching a video.

2. Interpersonal task: What is your story? In a 5-minute individual oral interview, discuss how your 
surroundings have influenced your culture in general, and your personality in particular. Be 
ready to narrate a personal story using past tense in paragraph-length discourse that includes 
connectors, as well as answer some follow-up questions. This is a spontaneous speech activity: 
you may prepare notes or even a script at home, but you may not recite or look at them during 
the interview.

3. Presentational task: Prepare a 3-minute presentation for Folk Fair that describes an ecosystem 
and its connection of a local culture in a region among the 54 full members of l’Organisation
Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF), but one that is not explored this semester in class (see 
suggestions). You may work with a partner if you wish. Your presentation should offer creative 
visuals in English for Folk Fair visitors on posters or trifolds (provided upon request) to be 
shared with the French Club. The delivery in class should be in French. You may read from a 
script, but the script needs to be your original material (i.e., your own words). Be sure to explain 
what you personally find interesting in the region you describe.

Thematic Units
1. Overarching question

2. Different perspectives

3. Culture-based

4. Integrative
http://people.uwec.edu/millerjs/teaching.html



Nutrition: What are challenges throughout the world?

1. School lunches in French-speaking countries
2. Effects of consumerism on grocery stores

! I can state my favorite foods and drinks and those I don’t like.
! I can communicate a basic order at a restaurant.
! I can identify the stores where certain foods are sold.
! I can write a shopping list.

Professions: How is contemporary life influenced by 
cultural products, practices and perspectives

1. Professional wrestling in Sénégal
2. Teamwork in the Québec professional context

! I can understand questions about my work or class schedule.
! I can ask and answer questions related to school subjects.
! I can understand some information on job postings.
! I can explain rules.



Economy: How are resources shared in Africa?

1. Hunger and pollution in Burundi
2. Brush fires and agriculture in Côte d’Ivoire
3. Plastic bag ban and alternative energy in Morocco

! I can understand the main idea and facts about historic events.
! I can present my point of view and provide reasons to support it.
! I can compare and contrast life in different locations and times.

Discussion
1. What are advantages and disadvantages to 

backward design ?
2. If you don’t use those tools currently, would 

you consider doing so in the near future? 
Why or why not?

3. If you already use those tools, what works 
and what does not work for you?



Application
Draft an idea for an IPA based on an 
assessment you already have. Address three 
modes of communication: interpretive, 
interpersonal, presentational.

Incorporating authentic resources



Most effective ways to teach languages
(recapped by Griswold, 2016) 

1. Cultivating motivation
2. Adopting a communicative approach
3. Using authentic resources
4. Integrating technology

Complexity Theory Framework
(described by Larsen-Freeman and Tedick, 2016) 

Their view of language teaching and learning 
“is non-reductionist, one that unites 
form/structure/language with 
meaning/vehicle/content” (p. 1360). 



Words and Actions: 
Teaching Languages through the 

Lens of Social Justice
(Cassandra Glynn, Pamela Wesely, Beth Wassel 2014)

1. Recognizing students’ 
background

2. Developing critical 
thinking

3. Questioning mainstream 
approaches



Finding a modular template

All courses have an identical structure that 
works for me. The textbook adapts to the 

course, not the other way around.

Day 1: Interpretive mode
1. Grammar/vocab review based on homework
2. Authentic text interpretation
3. Authentic video interpretation



Day 2: Presentational mode
1. Grammar/vocab review based on homework
2. Writing task (e.g., culture-based project, 

survey design, problem solving)
3. Spoken task based on script

Day 3: Interpersonal mode
1. Grammar/vocab review based on homework
2. Conversation based on prompts
3. Role plays or debates
4. (Assessment in 3-credit classes)



Day 4: Assessment
1. Assessment
2. Independent work with a peer mentor

Information is now easily accessible. 
Teachers are now curators.



Locating resources
1. Websites
2. Teachers’ blogs
3. FaceBook communities
4. AATF wiki page
5. YouTube channels
6. Radio stations
7. Recent textbooks
8. Students

Filtering material



Collaboration and Collegiality

Successful programs
(Brooks & Darhower, 2014) 



Discussion
1. Describe one successful way you unite 

form/structure/language with 
meaning/vehicle/content.

2. Describe your go-to place to find authentic 
resources. What do you like most about it?

3. Would you be willing to teach without a 
textbook? Why or why not?

Application
What structure would work for your courses, for 
your teaching style, and for your students?



Maximizing time

1. Be intentional
2. Be selective
3. Take care of yourself
4. Make yourself available to 

people



Challenges
1. Less staff
2. More students
3. More responsibilities

Time poverty



Class preparation
1. Keep it fun: What interests you? What do you 

want to learn?
2. Update small sections each semester.
3. Be satisfied with “good enough”.

Assessments
1. Keep it fun: Offer topics that will yield a 

variety of answers.
2. Trust your instincts: If grading is a pain, your 

feedback will be rushed and worthless.
3. In-class feedback counts.



Structures (with breathing room)

1. OPI training
2. Assessment sheet
3. Scheduling
4. Communication

Discussion
1. Describe one way you deal with time poverty.
2. Describe how you ensure that your feedback 

is utilized by students for learning.
3. Would you be willing to attend an OPI 

workshop? Why or why not?



Application
What would you like to change in your 
assessment routine?

For me, ACTFL tools offer…
1. A built-in balance with culture at its core
2. A focus on what students CAN do
3. A focus on how students USE the language
4. A structure that facilitates planning and assessing
5. Ways to connect the curriculum
6. Ways to make the curriculum relevant and clear 

to students, families, administrators
7. Opportunities to share with colleagues




