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Abstract

This session introduces a peer-reviewed database of 
Integrated Performance Assessments (IPA) created 
by the presenters. The presenters have developed a 
template for IPA based on research and national 
standards, created a webpage to share them, and 
gathered feedback at the national ACTFL 
convention. Based on the feedback, the current 
database was created with more IPAs reflecting 
instructors’ needs. 
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How do we help learners 
move along the path?

How do we help learners, 
parents, colleagues, and 
administrators understand 
what proficiency means and 
what it takes to be 
proficient?

Balancing all modes of 
communication, paying attention to 
all Cs, and developing proficiency 
while delivering content are 
challenges in the L2 classroom.

Kissau & Adams (2016)
Magnan et al (2012)
Brooks & Darhower (2014)

A template that can be applied across 
levels with built-in elements can ease 
the intellectual burden.



ACTFL tools (guidelines, benchmark) 
and training in proficiency rating 
greatly increase effectiveness and 
reduce preparation time.

1. Standards-based

2. Performance-based

3. Developmental

4. Integrative

Bare boned (yet meaty) IPAs
https://people.uwec.edu/millerjs/ipa.html

• All proficiency levels
• Interpretive (audio + text), interpersonal, presentation
• Francophonie cultural topics
• Authentic resources
• Reflection on community cultures
• Collaborative

Incorporating authentic resources 
helps teach communicatively and 
cultivates motivation.

Griswold (2016)



Language teaching and learning is 
made of complex mutually 
interdependent systems nested in 
one another (Complexity Theory).

Darcy, Park, & Yang (2015)
Larsen-Freeman and Tedick (2016) 
Trofimovich & Gatbonton (2006)

The Complexity Theory framework offers a 
view of language teaching and learning 
that “is non-reductionist, one that unites 
form/structure/language with 
meaning/vehicle/content” (p. 1360).

Larsen-Freeman and Tedick (2016)

1. Recognizing students’ 
background

2. Developing critical 
thinking

3. Questioning 
mainstream 
approaches

Add a layer complexity

Template



Novice-level IPA template
1. Interpretative task: authentic text + authentic video on a 

common cultural theme  (day 1)

2. Interpersonal task: three-minute individual oral 
interview related to topic, applied to self 
(e.g., likes/dislikes, routine, activities) (day 2)

3. Presentational task: stations presenting a researched 
cultural practice related to topic (day 3)

Novice-level IPA: Winter celebrations
1. Interpretative task: Examine the brochure of a winter event or festival. Then, watch a 

video showing what this event looks like.

2. Interpersonal task: Every year, this events highlights a different culture. In a 3-minute 
individual oral interview, discuss ways in which your culture celebrates winter in order 
to convince the organization director (your teacher) to highlight it. Be ready to introduce 
yourself, talk about where you are from, and share your favorite winter-related activities 
and traditions.

3. Presentational task: Based on what you’ve learned, create a local winter event. Hold a 
table presenting a cultural practice from the target culture that might interest local 
residents. Think of winter-related topics (e.g., traditions, crafts, stories, recipes). 
Prepare a script and be prepared to read it in one minute. Bring a visual: a photo, an 
illustration, an object, etc. Check spelling and grammar.

SommaIre
Si le marché de Noël  
m’était conté

5

Les marchés de Noël
Soirée de lancement

6-7
Noël des traditions

grand Sapin
Illuminations

Visites et promenades de découverte
Nouveautés 2016

Spiritualité

8-12

Noël de la culture
Les concerts 

Les expositions 
Les spectacles 

Les conférences

18-26

Noël du Partage
Le Village du partage 
Les actions du cœur

30-31

Plan et infos pratiques
34-35

Noël des enfants
Les activités de Noël
Noël au musée alsacien

14-16

Noël au Portugal
Le Village portugais 
Les manifestations culturelles

28-29

oFF de Noël
32-33



Interpretive task: reading
1. Find the French word that best expresses the meaning of the following English words. Use visual 

cues from the illustration, cognates (i.e., similarities between French and English), and vocabulary 
you learned so far to help you. (20 points – estimated completion time: 10 minutes)

1. the market __________________________________ 

2. tours and walks __________________________________ 

3. of the children __________________________________ 

4. map and info __________________________________ 

5. the tall pine tree __________________________________ 

6. white coat __________________________________ 

7. the houses __________________________________ 

8. shop-lined streets __________________________________ 

9. path of light __________________________________ 

10. free/no cost __________________________________ 

2. In English, answer the following: Based on the brochure, describe (1) one event that you would 
attend and (2) one even that you would not attend. Be sure to give a brief description of each that 
goes beyond simply naming the events, and to justify your reasons. (10 points – estimated 
completion time: 5 minutes) 

3. In English, answer the following: Describe a (1) similarity and a (2) difference between the ways your 
culture celebrates the end of the year with how Strasbourg does it. 
(10 points – estimated completion time: 5 minutes) 



Interpretive task: listening
4. Check only the phrases that were spoken in the video. 

(20 points – estimated completion time: 10 minutes) 

q ça va très bien
q l’hiver
q comment allez-vous ?
q plus de 100 000
q il y a 17 ans
q chaud
q la grande ville
q acheter
q il fait bon
q la neige

5. In English, answer the following: According to the video, what explains the success of this market in 
Québec? Do you feel it would be successful in your hometown? Why or why not ?Be sure to briefly 
justify your opinion and draw examples from the video. (10 points – estimated completion time: 5 
minutes) 

6. In English, answer the following: Where in Eau Claire would you suggest a similar event should take 
place to reproduce the atmosphere and service offered at the Québec event ? Be sure to justify your 
choice by referring to a specific element in the video. (10 points – estimated completion time: 5 
minutes) 

Intermediate-level IPA template
1. Interpretative task: authentic text + authentic video on a 

common cultural theme (day 1)

2. Interpersonal task: four-minute individual oral interview 
related to topic, applied to self, including at least one 
question (day 2)

3. Presentational task: stations presenting a researched 
cultural practice related to topic (day 3)

Intermediate-level IPA: Urban art
1. Interpretative task: Read a newspaper article describing a collective of Senegalese 

artists, then watch a video about a French artist.

2. Interpersonal task: Everyone is an artist! In a 4-minute individual oral interview, 
discuss how art influences you. Be ready to introduce yourself, talk about where you 
are from, and share your favorite art-related stories and traditions that define who 
you are. 

3. Presentational task: You hold a booth at a street art fair to present an idea 
celebrating a Francophone culture of your choice. The best idea will be funded! To 
convince the visitors who will cast their vote, point out similarities and differences 
with the art studied this week as well as with art already present in your town. 
Prepare a script that includes a description of your art (size, material, shape, 
location, purpose, estimated cost). Include one survey question to gauge interest 
from your booth visitors. Be prepared to read the script in two minutes. Bring a 
visual: a photo, an illustration, an object, etc. Check spelling and grammar.



D
ieynaba

Sidibé
(alisa

Zénix)

Partenariat entre le projet Street Art et Doxandem squad : Google se
lance dans le graffiti

Lancé en juin 2014, le projet Street Art de l’Institut culturel de Google prend de
l’ampleur. Depuis hier, il s’est ouvert à l’inscription ou dessin gravés ou griffonnés sur un
mur, plus connus sou le nom de graffiti. Devant les adeptes de cet art, la société
américaine a signé un partenariat avec Doxandem squad, un groupe qui s’active depuis
1994 dans le graffiti. Le but du projet est de préserver cet art, d’inviter les internautes à
découvrir son histoire et ses artistes. Responsable de Google en Afrique francophone,
Tidiane Dème pense que ce partenariat va beaucoup apporter à la promotion du graffiti.
Il déclare : «C’est un projet pour préserver et diffuser sur la plateforme Google, l’art
urbain dakarois. Nous l’avons réalisé avec un groupe d’artistes qui s’appelle le
Doxandem squad.»

Au-delà de promouvoir cet art, le projet tente également, selon ses responsables, de
montrer à la face du monde, la culture sénégalaise. D’ailleurs, Dakar est la première ville
africaine à accueillir le projet Street Art. L’appétit venant en mangeant, Tidiane Dème
renseigne que ses équipes vont investir d’autres secteurs artistiques comme les
musées. Toutefois, le caractère éphémère des œuvres du «graffeur» a fait partie des
raisons de l’existence de la collaboration entre Google et Doxandem squad. «Dans le
cadre urbain, ce que font les graffeurs est très important mais en même temps très
éphémère. Ils mettent leurs œuvres, ensuite les murs se dégradent. Ce partenariat est
une seconde opportunité de vie à ces œuvres-là», a indiqué M. Dème. 
Dans le rang des artistes qui exposent le long de l’esplanade du Cercle de la Rade, on
affiche la mine heureuse. Athibou Diallo est le coordonnateur de l’Association graffi-
santé. Pour lui, ce projet leur offre une protection des œuvres des graffeurs. «C’est un
projet qui met en valeur des œuvres d’art qui sont faits au Sénégal. Le projet apporte de
la visibilité aux graffitis sénégalais au niveau international mais aussi il permet aux
artistes, d’avoir un support de stockage de données personnelles et artistiques qu’ils
peuvent utiliser à tout moment. Bref, il protège le patrimoine de l’artiste. Par exemple,
les photos ne sont pas téléchargeables. On peut aller visiter l’exposition numérique
mais on ne peut pas la télécharger pour la garder», s’est-il félicité. Sa consœur,
Dieynaba Sidibé alias Zénix, estime quant à elle, que «c’est un grand pas pour la culture
urbaine parce que le graffiti est le côté visuel du hip-hop. Et cela nous permet
d’extérioriser et de montrer nos œuvres».
Pour rappel, le projet Street Art est une galerie en ligne regroupant plus de 10 000
œuvres de rue du monde entier.

Source : Le Quotidien (Sénégal) - 19 mars 2015 
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Interpretive task: reading
1. Associate the phrases to their best definition. Use visual cues, cognates (i.e., similarities between 

French and English), and vocabulary you learned so far to help you find the answers. 
(20 points – estimated completion time: 10 minutes)

1. ampleur _____ 

2. but  _____ 

3. partenariat _____ 

4. éphémère _____ 

5. œuvre _____ 

6. met en valeur _____ 

7. données _____ 

8. patrimoine _____ 

9. téléchargeable _____ 

10. côté _____ 

A. accentue

B. qu’on peut transférer

C. héritage culturel

D. importance

E. informations

F. partie

G. objectif

H. temporaire

I. travail artistique

J. collaboration

2. In French, answer the following: Based on the article, describe two aspects of the project that are incentives for artists to 
join the collective. Be sure to give a brief description of each that goes beyond copying what is written, then compare those 
two aspects by stating which one you find better. Justify your opinion. (10 points – estimated completion time: 5 minutes) 

3. In French, answer the following: In the article, the Senegalese artist Dieynaba Sidibé (aka Zénix) explains the significance of 
the project by comparing Senegalese street art to hip hop music. What type of art and music best represent your culture, in 
your opinion? Examples of local Wisconsin art are provided below for some inspiration. 
(10 points – estimated completion time: 5 minutes) 
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Interpretive task: listening

4. Check only the translation of the phrases that were spoken in the video. 
(20 points – estimated completion time: 10 minutes) 

q bigger and bigger
q smaller and smaller
q the most recent
q the oldest
q this neighborhood
q nose
q similar cultures
q different cultures
q I want to define my style
q I don’t want to define my style

5. In French, answer the following: According to the video, what explains the popularity of KASHINK’s art ? Do you feel it would 
be successful in your hometown? Be sure to briefly justify your opinion.  (10 points – estimated completion time: 5 minutes) 

6. In French, formulate a question you would ask KASHINK on her social media page? (@KASHINKart)
(10 points – estimated completion time: 5 minutes) 

Advanced-level IPA template
1. Interpretative task: authentic text + authentic video on a 

common cultural theme (day 1)

2. Interpersonal task: five-minute individual oral interview 
related to topic, including a past-tense narration of a 
personal story (day 2)

3. Presentational task: stations presenting a researched 
cultural practice related to topic (day 3)



Advanced-level IPA: Ecosystems
1. Interpretative task: Learn about the mangrove ecosystem in Guadeloupe by reading an article 

and watching a video.

2. Interpersonal task: What is your story? In a 5-minute individual oral interview, discuss how your 
surroundings have influenced your culture in general, and your personality in particular. Be 
ready to narrate a personal story using past tense in paragraph-length discourse that includes 
connectors, as well as answer some follow-up questions. This is a spontaneous speech activity: 
you may prepare notes or even a script at home, but you may not recite or look at them during 
the interview. Be ready to participate in the conversation by asking at least one question.

3. Presentational task: Prepare a 3-minute presentation for Folk Fair that describes an ecosystem 
and its connection of a local culture in a region among the 54 full members of l’Organisation
Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF), but one that is not explored this semester in class (see 
suggestions). You may work with a partner if you wish. Your presentation should offer creative 
visuals in English for Folk Fair visitors on posters or trifolds (provided upon request) to be 
shared with the French Club. The delivery in class should be in French. You may read from a 
script, but the script needs to be your original material (i.e., your own words). Be sure to explain 
what you personally find interesting in the region you describe.

http://w
w

w.guadeloupe-parcnational.fr
février 2017



Interpretive task: reading
1. Among the four options, select the best definition for the words below underlined in the article.

(20 points – estimated completion time: 10 minutes)

1. le littoral ____
A. zone de contact entre la mer et la terre
B. type d’arbre
C. genre littéraire
D. déchets

2. la salinité ____

A. contraire de propreté
B. crustacé local
C. teneur en sel
D. solidité

3. la carence ____

A. insuffisance
B. surplus
C. pollution
D. rythme

4. gwo modan ____
A. créole pour « gros mordant »
B. créole pour « gros mot dans »
C. créole pour « goût au mordant »
D. créole pour « goût au mot dans »

Interpretive task: listening
2. Associate the phrases to their best definition. Use visual cues, context, cognates (i.e., similarities 

between French and English), and vocabulary you learned so far to help you find the answers. 
(20 points – estimated completion time: 10 minutes)

1. patrimoine _____ 

2. enraciner _____ 

3. carême _____ 

4. pascal _____ 

5. bestiole _____ 

6. confectionner _____ 

7. concours _____ 

8. manifestation _____ 

9. s’approprier _____ 

10. notamment _____ 

A. compétition

B. contribuer à la durabilité

C. d'une manière remarquable

D. événement public

E. fabriquer avec soin

F. héritage culturel

G. période catholique de privation 

H. petit animal

I. prendre pour soi-même

J. relatif à Pâques

3. In French, answer the following: Based on both the video and the article, describe the significance of the mangrove in the 
Guadeloupian culture. In paragraph 1, give a brief definition of a mangrove, including a comparison with features found in 
Louisiana. In paragraph 2, explain the many ways it is tied to local culture. In your conclusion, and based on your 
comparison with Louisiana as well as on your personal opinion, describe one potential threat to the mangrove and what will 
happen (using future tense) if it is not protected. Be precise, justify your statements with examples, and use a variety of 
connectors. (40 points – estimated completion time: 20 minutes) 

Discussion



Benefits

1. Easy to use given the complexity of information
2. Assesses all modes of communication
3. Assesses cultural content
4. Structure mirrors weekly lessons
5. Provides course and program assessment data

Language learning outcomes at UWEC
Benchmark Intermediate High (majors and minors) or Intermediate Low (certificates) according to the ACTFL proficiency 
guidelines. http://actflproficiencyguidelines2012.org/

By the end of the program, our graduates will be able to

1. engage in interpersonal communication on a variety of topics of a personal, public, and professional nature.

2. understand and interpret written and spoken language and visual images on a variety of topics of a personal, 
public, and professional nature.

3. present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics of a personal, 
public, and professional nature.

4. demonstrate an awareness and knowledge of practices, products and perspectives related to the target culture(s) 
in spoken, written, and visual forms.

5. connect and integrate their language study with other disciplines and communities for academic and social 
purposes.

6. use critical and creative thinking to evaluate and address issues in local and global contexts.

7. demonstrate knowledge and appropriate use of current pedagogical issues and practices that are pertinent to the 
field of second language acquisition.

Alignment of ACTFL guidelines 
at UW-Eau Claire

French, German, Spanish

1. 101: Novice Mid
2. 102: Novice High
3. 201: Intermediate Low
4. 202: Intermediate Mid

Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High Advanced Low Advanced Mid Advanced High Superior Distinguished

Interpersonal 
Communication

I can communicate 
on some very familiar 

topics using single 
words and phrases that 
I have practiced and 

memorized.

I can communicate on 
very familiar topics 

using a variety of words 
and phrases that I have 

practiced and  
memorized.

I can communicate and 
exchange information 

about familiar topics us-
ing phrases and simple 
sentences, sometimes 
supported by memo-

rized language.  
I can usually handle 

short social interactions 
in everyday situations 
by asking and answer-
ing simple questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on a number 
of familiar topics using 
simple sentences. I can 

handle short social 
interactions in everyday 

situations by asking 
and answering simple 

questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on familiar 
topics using sentences 

and series of sentences. 
I can handle short social 
interactions in everyday 
situations by asking and 
answering a variety of 
questions. I can usually 
say what I want to say 
about myself and my 

everyday life.

I can participate with 
ease and confidence in 
conversations on famil-
iar topics. I can usually 
talk about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.  
I can usually describe 
people, places, and 
things. I can handle 
social interactions in 
everyday situations, 

sometimes even when 
there is an unexpected 

complication.

I can participate in 
conversations about 

familiar topics that go 
beyond my everyday 
life. I can talk in an 
organized way and 

with some detail about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames. 
I can describe people, 
places, and things in 

an organized way and 
with some detail. I can 
handle a familiar situa-
tion with an unexpected 

complication.

I can express myself 
fully not only on familiar 
topics but also on some 

concrete social, aca-
demic, and professional 
topics. I can talk in de-

tail and in an organized 
way about events and 
experiences in various 
time frames. I can con-
fidently handle routine 
situations with an unex-
pected complication. I 
can share my point of 
view in discussions on 
some complex issues.

I can express myself 
freely and spontaneous-
ly, and for the most part 
accurately, on concrete 

topics and on most 
complex issues.  

I can usually support my 
opinion and develop 
hypotheses on topics 

of particular interest or 
personal expertise.

I can communicate with 
ease, accuracy, and flu-
ency. I can participate 
fully and effectively in 

discussions on a variety 
of topics in formal and 

informal settings.  
I can discuss at length 

complex issues by struc-
turing arguments and 

developing hypotheses.

I can communicate 
reflectively on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
sophisticated manner.

Presentational 
Speaking

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using single 

words or memorized 
phrases.

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using a variety 

of words, phrases, and 
memorized expressions.

I can present basic 
information on familiar 
topics using language 
I have practiced using 
phrases and simple 

sentences.

I can present informa-
tion on most familiar 

topics using a series of 
simple sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions on a wide variety 
of familiar topics using 
connected sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions in a generally or-

ganized way on school, 
work, and community 
topics, and on topics I 
have researched. I can 

make presentations 
on some events and 

experiences in various 
time frames.

I can deliver organized 
presentations appro-

priate to my audience 
on a variety of topics. 
I can present informa-
tion about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.

I can deliver well-orga-
nized presentations on 
concrete social, aca-

demic, and professional 
topics. I can present de-
tailed information about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations, usually 
with accuracy, clarity 

and precision, on a va-
riety of topics and issues 
related to community in-
terests and some special 

fields of expertise.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations with ac-

curacy, clarity, and pre-
cision to a wide variety 
of audiences on topics 

and issues ranging from 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise.

I can deliver sophisti-
cated and articulate 

presentations on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
appropriate manner, 

tailored to a variety of 
audiences.

Presentational 
Writing

I can copy some famil-
iar words, characters, 

or phrases.

I can write lists and 
memorized phrases on 

familiar topics.

I can write short 
messages and notes on 
familiar topics related to 

everyday life.

I can write briefly about 
most familiar topics 

and present information 
using a series of simple 

sentences.

I can write on a wide 
variety of familiar 

topics using connected 
sentences.

I can write on topics 
related to school, work, 
and community in a gen-
erally organized way. I 
can write some simple 

paragraphs about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on general 
interest, academic, and 

professional topics. I 
can write organized 
paragraphs about 

events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on a wide 
variety of general inter-
est, professional, and 
academic topics. I can 
write well-organized, 

detailed paragraphs in 
various time frames.

I can write extensively 
with significant preci-
sion and detail on a 

variety of topics, most 
complex issues, and 
some special fields of 

expertise.

I can write about com-
plex and abstract issues 
ranging from topics of 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise using standard 
structure, lexicon, and 

writing protocols.

I can write about global 
issues from highly 

conceptualized and 
analytical perspectives. 
I can tailor my writing to 
sophisticated readers.

Interpretive 
Listening

I can recognize a few 
memorized words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can recognize some 
familiar words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can often understand 
words, phrases, and 

simple sentences related 
to everyday life. I can 
recognize pieces of 

information and some-
times understand the 
main topic of what is 

being said.

I can understand the 
main idea in short, sim-
ple messages and pre-
sentations on familiar 

topics. I can understand 
the main idea of simple 

conversations that I 
overhear.

I can understand the 
main idea in messages 
and presentations on a 
variety of topics related 

to everyday life and 
personal interests and 
studies. I can under-
stand the main idea 

in conversations that I 
overhear.

I can easily understand 
the main idea in mes-

sages and presentations 
on a variety of topics 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

and studies. I can usual-
ly understand a few de-
tails of what I overhear 
in conversations, even 
when something unex-
pected is expressed.  

I can sometimes follow 
what I hear about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details in 
organized speech on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand infor-
mation presented in a 
variety of genres on fa-
miliar topics, even when 
something unexpected 

is expressed.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 

interest, as well as some 
topics of professional 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand 
information presented 
in most genres, even 

when not familiar with 
the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 
and descriptive speech. 

I can understand dis-
cussions on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 

situations, and abstract 
concepts. I can some-
times follow extended 

arguments and different 
points of view.

I can follow a wide 
range of academic 
and professional 

discourse on abstract 
and specialized topics. 

I can understand all 
standard dialects. I can 
sometimes infer complex 
meaning that requires 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand highly 
abstract and special-
ized speech tailored 
to different audienc-
es. I can understand 

sophisticated language, 
humor, and persuasive 
arguments embedded 
with cultural references 

and allusions.

Interpretive 
Reading

I can recognize a few 
letters or characters. 
I can identify a few 

memorized words and 
phrases when I read.

I can recognize some 
letters or characters. I 
can understand some 
learned or memorized 

words and phrases 
when I read.

I can understand famil-
iar words, phrases, and 
sentences within short 

and simple texts related 
to everyday life. I can 
sometimes understand 
the main idea of what  

I have read.

I can understand the 
main idea of short and 
simple texts when the 

topic is familiar.

I can understand the 
main idea of texts 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

or studies.

I can easily understand 
the main idea of texts 

related to everyday life, 
personal interests, and 

studies. I can sometimes 
follow stories and de-
scriptions about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and  

in various time frames 
and genres.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details in 
texts on a variety of 

topics of personal and 
general interest, as well 
as some professional 

topics. I can follow sto-
ries and descriptions of 
considerable length and 
in various time frames. 
I can understand texts 
written in a variety of 
genres, even when  
I am unfamiliar with  

the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 

and descriptive texts. 
I can understand what 
I read on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 
situations, and ab-

stract concepts. I can 
sometimes understand 
extended arguments 
and different points  

of view.

I can follow academ-
ic, professional, and 

literary texts on a wide 
range of both familiar 

and unfamiliar subjects. 
I can sometimes infer 
complex meaning that 
requires analysis and 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand with 
ease and confidence 

highly abstract and spe-
cialized texts that are 
succinct or elaborate. 
I can follow unpredict-
able turns of thought.  

I can manage inference 
from within the cultural 

framework.

NCSSFL-ACTFL Global Can-Do Benchmarks

N
CSSFL-ACTFL 

G
lobal Can-D
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arks



Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate 
Low

Intermediate 
Mid

Intermediate 
High Advanced Low Advanced Mid Advanced High Superior Distinguished

Interpersonal 
Communication

I can communicate 
on some very familiar 

topics using single 
words and phrases that 
I have practiced and 

memorized.

I can communicate on 
very familiar topics 

using a variety of words 
and phrases that I have 

practiced and  
memorized.

I can communicate and 
exchange information 

about familiar topics us-
ing phrases and simple 
sentences, sometimes 
supported by memo-

rized language.  
I can usually handle 

short social interactions 
in everyday situations 
by asking and answer-
ing simple questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on a number 
of familiar topics using 
simple sentences. I can 

handle short social 
interactions in everyday 

situations by asking 
and answering simple 

questions.

I can participate in con-
versations on familiar 
topics using sentences 

and series of sentences. 
I can handle short social 
interactions in everyday 
situations by asking and 
answering a variety of 
questions. I can usually 
say what I want to say 
about myself and my 

everyday life.

I can participate with 
ease and confidence in 
conversations on famil-
iar topics. I can usually 
talk about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.  
I can usually describe 
people, places, and 
things. I can handle 
social interactions in 
everyday situations, 

sometimes even when 
there is an unexpected 

complication.

I can participate in 
conversations about 

familiar topics that go 
beyond my everyday 
life. I can talk in an 
organized way and 

with some detail about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames. 
I can describe people, 
places, and things in 

an organized way and 
with some detail. I can 
handle a familiar situa-
tion with an unexpected 

complication.

I can express myself 
fully not only on familiar 
topics but also on some 

concrete social, aca-
demic, and professional 
topics. I can talk in de-

tail and in an organized 
way about events and 
experiences in various 
time frames. I can con-
fidently handle routine 
situations with an unex-
pected complication. I 
can share my point of 
view in discussions on 
some complex issues.

I can express myself 
freely and spontaneous-
ly, and for the most part 
accurately, on concrete 

topics and on most 
complex issues.  

I can usually support my 
opinion and develop 
hypotheses on topics 

of particular interest or 
personal expertise.

I can communicate with 
ease, accuracy, and flu-
ency. I can participate 
fully and effectively in 

discussions on a variety 
of topics in formal and 

informal settings.  
I can discuss at length 

complex issues by struc-
turing arguments and 

developing hypotheses.

I can communicate 
reflectively on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
sophisticated manner.

Presentational 
Speaking

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using single 

words or memorized 
phrases.

I can present informa-
tion about myself and 

some other very familiar 
topics using a variety 

of words, phrases, and 
memorized expressions.

I can present basic 
information on familiar 
topics using language 
I have practiced using 
phrases and simple 

sentences.

I can present informa-
tion on most familiar 

topics using a series of 
simple sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions on a wide variety 
of familiar topics using 
connected sentences.

I can make presenta-
tions in a generally or-

ganized way on school, 
work, and community 
topics, and on topics I 
have researched. I can 

make presentations 
on some events and 

experiences in various 
time frames.

I can deliver organized 
presentations appro-

priate to my audience 
on a variety of topics. 
I can present informa-
tion about events and 
experiences in various 

time frames.

I can deliver well-orga-
nized presentations on 
concrete social, aca-

demic, and professional 
topics. I can present de-
tailed information about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations, usually 
with accuracy, clarity 

and precision, on a va-
riety of topics and issues 
related to community in-
terests and some special 

fields of expertise.

I can deliver detailed 
presentations with ac-

curacy, clarity, and pre-
cision to a wide variety 
of audiences on topics 

and issues ranging from 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise.

I can deliver sophisti-
cated and articulate 

presentations on a wide 
range of global issues 
and highly abstract 

concepts in a culturally 
appropriate manner, 

tailored to a variety of 
audiences.

Presentational 
Writing

I can copy some famil-
iar words, characters, 

or phrases.

I can write lists and 
memorized phrases on 

familiar topics.

I can write short 
messages and notes on 
familiar topics related to 

everyday life.

I can write briefly about 
most familiar topics 

and present information 
using a series of simple 

sentences.

I can write on a wide 
variety of familiar 

topics using connected 
sentences.

I can write on topics 
related to school, work, 
and community in a gen-
erally organized way. I 
can write some simple 

paragraphs about 
events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on general 
interest, academic, and 

professional topics. I 
can write organized 
paragraphs about 

events and experiences 
in various time frames.

I can write on a wide 
variety of general inter-
est, professional, and 
academic topics. I can 
write well-organized, 

detailed paragraphs in 
various time frames.

I can write extensively 
with significant preci-
sion and detail on a 

variety of topics, most 
complex issues, and 
some special fields of 

expertise.

I can write about com-
plex and abstract issues 
ranging from topics of 
broad general interests 
to areas of specialized 

expertise using standard 
structure, lexicon, and 

writing protocols.

I can write about global 
issues from highly 

conceptualized and 
analytical perspectives. 
I can tailor my writing to 
sophisticated readers.

Interpretive 
Listening

I can recognize a few 
memorized words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can recognize some 
familiar words and 
phrases when I hear 

them spoken.

I can often understand 
words, phrases, and 

simple sentences related 
to everyday life. I can 
recognize pieces of 

information and some-
times understand the 
main topic of what is 

being said.

I can understand the 
main idea in short, sim-
ple messages and pre-
sentations on familiar 

topics. I can understand 
the main idea of simple 

conversations that I 
overhear.

I can understand the 
main idea in messages 
and presentations on a 
variety of topics related 

to everyday life and 
personal interests and 
studies. I can under-
stand the main idea 

in conversations that I 
overhear.

I can easily understand 
the main idea in mes-

sages and presentations 
on a variety of topics 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

and studies. I can usual-
ly understand a few de-
tails of what I overhear 
in conversations, even 
when something unex-
pected is expressed.  

I can sometimes follow 
what I hear about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details in 
organized speech on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand infor-
mation presented in a 
variety of genres on fa-
miliar topics, even when 
something unexpected 

is expressed.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 

interest, as well as some 
topics of professional 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and in 
various time frames.  

I can understand 
information presented 
in most genres, even 

when not familiar with 
the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 
and descriptive speech. 

I can understand dis-
cussions on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 

situations, and abstract 
concepts. I can some-
times follow extended 

arguments and different 
points of view.

I can follow a wide 
range of academic 
and professional 

discourse on abstract 
and specialized topics. 

I can understand all 
standard dialects. I can 
sometimes infer complex 
meaning that requires 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand highly 
abstract and special-
ized speech tailored 
to different audienc-
es. I can understand 

sophisticated language, 
humor, and persuasive 
arguments embedded 
with cultural references 

and allusions.

Interpretive 
Reading

I can recognize a few 
letters or characters. 
I can identify a few 

memorized words and 
phrases when I read.

I can recognize some 
letters or characters. I 
can understand some 
learned or memorized 

words and phrases 
when I read.

I can understand famil-
iar words, phrases, and 
sentences within short 

and simple texts related 
to everyday life. I can 
sometimes understand 
the main idea of what  

I have read.

I can understand the 
main idea of short and 
simple texts when the 

topic is familiar.

I can understand the 
main idea of texts 

related to everyday life 
and personal interests 

or studies.

I can easily understand 
the main idea of texts 

related to everyday life, 
personal interests, and 

studies. I can sometimes 
follow stories and de-
scriptions about events 

and experiences in 
various time frames.

I can understand the 
main idea and some 
supporting details on 
a variety of topics of 
personal and general 
interest. I can follow 

stories and descriptions 
of some length and  

in various time frames 
and genres.

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
supporting details in 
texts on a variety of 

topics of personal and 
general interest, as well 
as some professional 

topics. I can follow sto-
ries and descriptions of 
considerable length and 
in various time frames. 
I can understand texts 
written in a variety of 
genres, even when  
I am unfamiliar with  

the topic.

I can easily follow 
narrative, informational, 

and descriptive texts. 
I can understand what 
I read on most topics 
that deal with special 
interests, unfamiliar 
situations, and ab-

stract concepts. I can 
sometimes understand 
extended arguments 
and different points  

of view.

I can follow academ-
ic, professional, and 

literary texts on a wide 
range of both familiar 

and unfamiliar subjects. 
I can sometimes infer 
complex meaning that 
requires analysis and 
deep understanding of 

the culture.

I can understand with 
ease and confidence 

highly abstract and spe-
cialized texts that are 
succinct or elaborate. 
I can follow unpredict-
able turns of thought.  

I can manage inference 
from within the cultural 

framework.

NCSSFL-ACTFL Global Can-Do Benchmarks

1. What are advantages and disadvantages to 
this template?

2. What challenges would you anticipate?
3. What benefits would you anticipate?
4. What topic would you be interested in

exploring?

Draft an idea for an IPA based on 
an assessment or unit you already 
have for one of your classes. 
Address three modes of 
communication: interpretive, 
interpersonal, presentational.

Locating resources
1. Websites
2. Teachers’ blogs
3. FaceBook communities
4. AATF wiki page
5. YouTube channels
6. Radio stations
7. Recent textbooks
8. Students



Filtering material

Collaboration and Collegiality

Successful programs
(Brooks & Darhower, 2014) 

1. Describe one successful way you unite 
form/structure/language with 
meaning/vehicle/content.

2. Describe your go-to place to find authentic 
resources. What do you like most about it?

3. Would you be willing to teach without a 
textbook? Why or why not?



Maximizing time

1. Keep it fun: What interests 
you? What do you want to 
learn?

2. Update small sections each 
semester.

3. Be satisfied with “good 
enough”.

https://people.uwec.edu/millerjs

1. Curricular map
2. Course blueprints (all levels)
3. IPAs
4. Rubrics
5. Thematic units
6. Songs, games, movies, books

1. Describe one way you deal with time poverty.
2. Describe how you ensure that your feedback 

is utilized by students for learning.
3. Would you be willing to attend an OPI 

workshop? Why or why not?
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