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Chapter 5 -- Auto and Postmodern Landscapes

U5, Interstate Highways, Trans-Canada Highway,
and Major Metropolitan Areas

So far in this book we have been talking about
persistentistoricalutopian and religious landscapesyich represent

divergence-- how cultural landscapes are different from one another. Now,

we consideconvergence- howcontemporargultural landscapes are
similar regardless of where they are foumanost of North American
many waystheseplaceless places are the landscapes that all the diverse
people of theNorth Americasharein common: Amish stp at Menard (a
mega building supply chaii western WisconsirNorwegians go to the
moviesabout outer spa¢c®lack teenagers hang around the Mall of
Americain Minneapolis and Quebecers and Mexicans shoy/at-Mart.
From the various diverse and dstive cultures and places, people come
togetherin theauto and postmodetandscapes adowntownshighways,
malls, suburbsand amusement parks.

With the industrialization of North American economies, the size
of cities grew rapidly. As urbanizatiompacted more people and places,
rural landscapes became significantly less important and relevant in
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industrial economies but, of course, they did not vanish. As an expression of

both industrialization and urbanizatiarar ownership rose and transformed
the density, extent, and appearance of cities, usherspurbanization.
Suburbanization was particularly pronounced in the wealthier countries of
Canada and the United Statdter World War lland, thus, resulted in
extensive new autbased landscapéBigure 5grapl). Indeed,80 percent

of everything ever built ithe United States and Canaslas builtafter

World War Il (Kunstlerl994).
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Figure 5 . TheU.S.medianpopulationgrowthin cities and suburbby
decadeshows thatsburbanization incresed rajpdly in the 1940s and
1950s;by the 1980s, increasing ciand suburbargrowth rates reflected
gentrificationand edge citiesSource:Rappapor2005.

As suburbs grew and spread into the surrounding countrysides and

downtowns were remade to acamdate cars, critics reacted negatively to
these fimachine spacesodo by calling
fiplacelessness was bor n.

Go into a Protestant church in a Swiss village, a mosque in
Damascus, the cathedral at Reims, a Buddhist temple irkBlanand

though in every case you are visiting a place of worship with a common
aura of piety, you know from one pious site to the next that you are in a

t hem


http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/vogeler.htm
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distinctive cultureThe site of a multiplex movie theateror a landscapes which createlaceptivesense of placelessness though. The

spectator sports arena, or a matla modern hotel, or fagbod overt and striking differences of ethrand religious landscapes in specific
establishment in any city around the worléndtry to figure out places have been superseded by subtle landscape variations of class over

where you areYou are nowhereYou are chasing pixels on a very large areasf NorthAmer i ca. Mexi cods Itendscape

Nintendo: the world surrounding you vanishes. You are in front of or in  differences between Indian, Mestizo, and Spanish heritage people and the
or on MTV: universal imges assault the eyes and global dissonances sharp class differences that they reflect. While Mestizos account for 60

assault the ears in a hepdunding tumult that tells you everything percent of Mexi cfahe svealphospetained tiuropgan mo st o
except which country you are in. Where are y¥o® are in McWorld descendentfy one estimateahe richest 40 people own nearly 30 per cent
(Barber1995, 9899). ofMe xi c o 6 swealtl).t i on al
Wilbur Zelinsky (1979) gets it right when hays that since the
McWorld is another wapf saying placelessnes&or E. Relph late-nineteenth centurin the Unites States and Canadanost all middle
(1976), placeless | andscapes fAbothcllask amdl faddll uelnitk d¢ietedhmd cadr gr oups, ex
Afexperienced only through Wheper fi ciinigraats) thvedivieceim senilar Kindseofiplaterea thaugh.they might
cultural landscapes begin to look alilterms likeplacelessnesflatscapes, still retain a few ethnic ceremonies, languages, foods, and musical
thin places, genericar, evenkitschare usedPlaceless laces may be preferences. Middlelass AfreAmerican, ChmneseAmerican, Jewish, and
shallow in meaning and experientait they also represent freedom from Latino suburbs, for example, look alikBespite the seeming uniformity of
the social norms associated with particular places. Placelessness invariably placelessnessjight regional differences persigtor example, newer
captures the dialectical tensibetween traditional and modern values: suburban houses in Southern California are predominately stliedgth
community and individualism; tradition and newnessjsocial norms and tiled roofs in the South and New England, briskmostpopular and in the
freedom. Midwest, vinyl sidingpredominatesNevertheless, as distinctive historical
Even as places have meantogone group, they are at the same landscapes disappetie few real placeshat have maintaineethnic
time meaningless to other group®r examplethe "cold, heartless" cultural landscapes and the partially or gpbaetely fabricéed ethnic
placelessness of downtowns are home to the homeless, whose knowledge festivals and placd#e makebelieve Chinatowns, Wild Weghosttowns,
and attachment to these places allows them to swvitedind food, Cherokee Indian villages in western North Carolina, movie sets of Mexican
money, sheeér, safetyand friendsAnother examplerural Wisconsin plazas oWestern frontier townen the back lots of Hollywood maowi
might all look alike to urbanites a kind of placelessnessbut for the studios areincreasing more popular and widpread These places deserve
Amish, the rding hills of pasture, hay, corn fields, alatge vegetable to be studied as landscapes of fantasy and entertainment, which we will do
gardens and woodlots are their intimate homes. in Chapter 7.
Ada Louise Huxtabl¢1998) makes a common critique of
Part I. Auto Landscapes placelessness, which he calls "invented environgyesuch as faasy
What some calblacelessness, John Brinckerhoff Jackson (1997) themeparks, fakeold new towns, and even heritage preservation. Henri
c a | auts-vermacular landscapeé wi t h its suburban tefebvhemé&9Wwilit h38) says thadayithe r at
garages and commercial suburban stfijpe aito landscapes of | andscape . . . had no equivalent prio
placelessness exprabe life gyles (values and behaviors) of the middle bookcontends all cultural landscapes are inventethuman ideas and
clas®s-- endlessly similar looking and placed houses in subdivisions with ideals underlie the creation and maintenance of all cultural places. Still,
only minimum, if any, personal, rather than ethoitaracteristics placeless landscapes, particularly aoésed ones, are distinctive in form

Historical ethnic and utopian landscapes have been replaced byatess and scale fronmistoricallyearlierrural cultural landscapes.
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The two geographical concepts of space and place are critical to
understanding the cultural landscapes of placelessBpaserefers to
abstract geometry devoid of environmental and human characteristics.
Space is the stage upon whicuman actions take place. Space is located by
longitude and latitude armde p r e s e n ttsbe dvercome, like grawity
but on a horizontal plaifRlaces on the other hand, are created by specific
individuals as they express and experience culfgralip) values, and thus,
places are full of human meanings. Both environmental and cultural
characteristics are associated with places, such as the U.S. Midwestern
Dairy Belt, Cajun Louisiana, and Northeastern Megalopolis. In another
example, theoteemr @dbents space;
place.

Explanationdor placelessnesa North Americaare numerous:
* masscommunication and consumption
* homogeneousconomic systemsf multi-national corporations;
* centralizedgyovernmentsnd heir agencies
* standardizatiof products and land use codasp

Underlying all of theséorcesaretheparticularand peculiar
Aimodeémne@r pretations of Dasesodtientfigu e o
principles from food preparian to highway onstruction. e capitalist
principles of profit maximization in the shemin, regardless of the
consequences to local people and plaakls® contribute to placelessness in
particular ways.Placelessness reflects the individualistic and collective
alierating forces of powerlessness and dehumanization, especially in post
industrial societiesThe former World Trade Center in New York Gifgr
examplejllustrates placelessnedsecause ihad no reference to plage
whether toManhattaror anywhere elsdyecause world trade, as now
practiced, is nearly ubiquitolysglobal Globalization exploits indifferently
the peoples anplacesof the world and concentrates profits
disproportionallyamongthe world's wealthiest corporations and
individuals.lronically, while the forces that create placelessness destroy
distinctive places and diminish the significance of real places, placelessness
in turnengenders cravirgfor distinctive placesPackaged foreign travid
one responsef whichthe cruise shipphenomeaon is a prime example.
Another isnewly-created distinctive cultural landscapkatare mere
fabrications or fakes of the originals which they ieapall the while trying
to be and being experienced by people as real. For without knowing what is
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real andvaluing it, pseudgplaces arexperienced aal! Placelessness has
become distinctiVig real

Placelessness results when places with their complex
environmental and cultural attributes are transformedsimple spaces
devoid of the rich fabric and @aning of cultural landscapes. Placeless
places lack or have reduced diversity, significance, essehae of placéor
people. Placelessness dehumanizes the world anddsedahumanized
places have littler no human attachments, the people in these Ipkce
places become even more vulnerable to more dehumanization.

All cultural landscapes share sameness or similarities; otherwise no

t h espatiatandhtultiiral pamexnd waailtl lze mlidcernabla Placelessness is yet

another type of cultural landscape, but reflegtilifferent social processes.
The hegemony of the capitalist market ang@fernmental agenciésve
createl placelessness onsaale and appearance that werekmatwn in
North America until after World War Il, when the federal government in
particularsupported, indeed subsidized, large national and mational
corporations and middle-class standard of livingnd lifestyles

E. C. Relph (198) uses the concept pfacelessesso refer to the
uriquedhasé autibésedccultares ofyCanada and the UBA identifies five
specific manifestations of placelessness:

1) other-directednessin places farking lots suburban commercial
strips, amusement theme parks such as Disneyamdersal Studios
and Sea World; entertainment districts in downtowns of major
metropolitan areas);

2) uniformity and standardization in places (highways, tract houses,
airports);

3) formlessness and lack of human scala places (fatories,
skyscrapers);

4) place destruction(in wars, urban renewal, opgit mining,
quarries); and

5) impermanence and instabilityof places (seemingly continual
remodeling of shopping centers, abandonment of industrial areas and
innercity residential righborhoods).

The processes that created placeless landscapes long ¢tbdate
emergence of these landscapes. For exari@éndustrial revolution
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already established uniformity, standardization, and lack of human scale. States, tall skyscrapers were built earlier than other countries and peaked in
Placelessnesthen,is the wde-spread, indeed pervasive, applications and the 1980s and 19908f thew o r |1@1éakest skyscrapers 2003 the
manifestations of scientific and engineering proceasesss North USA had 42 percent and Canduadthreepercent.

America, particularly in urban and metropolitan areas.
Theplacelessness of autandscapesconsists of distinctive Table 5 .
features:skyscrapersdowntown streets and parkifgs; urban renewal The Tallest Skyscrapers in the Wortl, by Place and Decade Built
public housing projecthighways, highway signs and billboardsjburban Places # % Decades | # %
housing car garageshopping mallsand franchise food chainig reaction Canada 3 3 1910s 1 1
to the auto _placel_es§neespnom|c forcgs creategnbsnnodem I_andscapes USA 43 43 1930s 5 5
expressed innatities: counterculture neighborhoods, gentrification, urban
entertinment and festival place®ostmodernuburban versiosalso Germany 2 2 1960s 4 4
emerged asdge citiesand gated communities Japan 5 S 1970s 9 9
Australia 1 1 1980s 17 17
Skyscrapers China 21 21 1990s 40 40
Formlessness and lack of humaale are illustrated by many East Asia 7 7 2000s 25 25
types of landscapedéures in industrial societies. Because all large cities in Southeast Asia | 11 11 Total 101 | 100
North America became maj orstatckndustri diWeé’ti\s'i'at ey gdi ty o s moke
factories and railroads were divorced from human stdith the rise of
commecial skyscrapers, the vertical scale of downtowns was also Total | 101 | 100

Sourceilngolf Vogelercalculated from datérom Tallest Building in the

transformed into another dimension of placelessriesshnically, the first
World 2005

skyscraper was erected in 1885 in Chicddavingsteel franes supportthe
entire weight ofwvalls, instead of walls cariryg the weight of buildings,

was a revolutionary construction technique. This loadying structural

frame was called the "Chicago skeleton." Although the original skyscraper
was only nine stories high, this technique allowed buildings to be built

When compared to the percentage of the
Gross National Income in 2003, the United Staggsasented 33 percent,
and Canada and Mexico accounted for two percent each. By way of

higherand higher in subsequent years. The combination of several other contrast, Japan accounted for 13 perce
innovations-- elevators central heating, electrical plumbing pumps, and only five percent of the tallest skysc
telephons -- allowed skyscrapers tbe built in larger and taller versiong share of damel atoirdomd,6sUmpi ted Statesdo 296
1913, theWoolworth Buildingin New York Cityhad57 stories and a percent; Canadads 22.8 million is 0.5
height of 792 feet, which is still one of the tallest 101 buildingsérworld 1.6 percent (GeoHive 2005). Clearly, the United States has a
today.By 1931, the Empire State Building in New York City had 102 di sproportionally | arger ntamser of the
stories and was 1,250 feet higy the 1930s, skyscrapers had become wealth and population would suggest. U.S. culture in general values
fextremeso unli ke other cultures: the

prominent features od.S.urban skylinesAs placelessness spread across ] ) ! ! - )
the globe, paretrigéwnlgar lex otno mii fees fod m BiI@O8st and thejargesy qf anthing @ogsiderediirtuous in their own
Asia, taller and taller skyscrapers were bditie number of skyscrapers right.

world-wide doubled from the 1960s to the 1978sd almost doubled again

by the 1980sand more than doubled in the 1990s (Table B theUnited
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Figure 5 . Whereare we?
Downtown but in which
city? The snow drifting off
the roof of the lower
building indicates a
northern location. This
skyscraper happens to be i
Toronto! Photo: Ingolf
Vogeler.
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Figure 5 . These glasbox skyscrapers in Manhattafearly express
placelessnedsy their scale and height, p@ularly in the context of
earlier brick buildings (left). Since the 1990s, architectural details
] ] and new building materials have created a new generation of mol
In contrast to the United States, the wealthy countries of Westeop&u decorative skyscraps(right). Public photos: flickr.com 2005.
have noticeably not embraced very tall skyscrapers, just as they have not

embraced many of the other aspects of placelessness, such as freeways,  powntown Streets andParking Lots
suburbs, and larger shopping centers. _ _ The landscape of transportation, or what Victor Gruen (1964) calls
In inner cities, earlier or recent versions of skyscrapers aréyhigh firansportationscape 6 accounts for 38 million ac
visible forms of placelessness. The increasing height of buildings in general parking lots in the United States aloeito landscapes emerged in the late
and skyscrapers in particular, and the number of commercial and residential 1920s wherHenryFord had sld over 15million Model T carsThe
buildings in major metropolitan areas in Canada and the United Statesinthe 3 b p| i cati on of fisci e niicnea sos fpernagd unceteiroinn, g
last 50 years ha$heightened aspects of urban placelessness. A s a ftemapuacturing products andlege areasesultedin
placelessnessevoid of the particular culturattributes of specific group
There arafter allno Jewish or Roman Catholic highways or parking lots!
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Eau ClaireWisconsinside streets in residential neighborhoadse
widened to accommodate the size of snow removal equipment, rather than
buying equipment that fit the existing streets. Because major city streets in
Canada and the United Stateswaige enough for parking on both sides of
streets, placelessness cuts throughtliresl residential areas, turning
humanscaled places into machigesigned spaces.

In addition,first, private and public parkintpts and then, mulki
story parking garageaided in the transfomtion ofpedestriarscaled
downtowns into increasigauto and truck (machines) spaces. In
downtownlndianapolis everybody is now within a city blodkom a
parking lot, parking garage and deokunderground parkinglaza,
wheres in 1914, the Sanborn Insurance Maps for the city stithat the
same area had only 23 garages and 20 livery stables (Jakle and Sculle
2004A, 132 and 117).

‘GREAT, WE FINALLY FOURD A THRKING SPOT.. e
BUT WHAT Ciry AREWE (N Now?2" |

Figure 5 . Where are we? Skyscrapers, parking lots, and ca
define innefcity placelessness.

Parking lots ilustrate the othedirectedness, standardization,
uniformity, and formlessness of auto landscaése downtowns of
Canadian and U.S. cities, small or large, were profoundly transformed by - i
the increasof cars after WorldVar I1. First, carstook over the traditional Figure 5 . Downtownplacelessnesempty lots, parking lots, and

downtowns, or Central Business Districts (CBDs). By 1972, 74 percent of skyscrapersn Los AngelesPhoto: Ingolf Vogeler.

Detroités downtown | and areas were devoted to the movement and storage

of cars (Jakle and Sculle 209410). Local governments began taen The most personalized places in ple:e
ordinanceso regulate the flow and parking of cars. To accommodate more  houses and their yards. House colors, plantings, flowers, yard ornaments,

cars and reduce congestionyaown streets were widenedyariably at colored stones, wire or wood fences and hedges, and outdoor lights reflect

the expense of sidewalk spaGéreets in San Antoniwere widened from individualandbrad | 'y national merchandise prefe
36 to 50 feet. By the end of th&20s, 112 streavidening projects had homes are connected to other places by the impersonal, standardized spaces

been completed in U.S. citiestransforming the horizontal scale of the devoted to automobiles: garages, driveways, straetighways

downtowns from pedestrians to machiriegen in smakrtowns, technical Urban renewal: public housing projects

transportation and dissees@htmarescaelmncer ns supersede


http://www.uwec.edu/Geography/Ivogeler/vogeler.htm

Critical Cdtural Landscapes Copyright@ 2010Ingolf Vogeler

0] .
(i"l

Figure 5. Pﬁblichousing

projects (large, black
symbols on white
background) along
Interstate 90/91ér left)
from Pershing to 50
Street on
Southside. Source:
EnglewoodQuad,
1:50,000.

Ch

Urban plannerand politicians
succeeded in creating placelessness with
public housing projectsThe Canadian and

U.S. governments spent billions of dollars to

build huge publiehousing projects for the

poor, first in the 1930s and later again in the

1960s and 1970&lanners and policy
makes thought that new housingowid cure
the social problemsf theurbanghettos
substandard housing, unemployment,
dysfunctional families, and drug addiction.
Typicalofp | ac el e s s n edénshe
form of architecture in this instanasied
over social concerns.

In response to haingdeficiencies
and high unemployment ratdsringthe

Great Depression (from 1929 with the Stock

Market crash until 1941), the U.S. federal
government built public housing. The first
housing projectTechwood Homem
Atlanta, Georgia was constructed ih936
At first, public housing wagrimarily for
White working-clas&s By the 1960s, this
was no longer trud.arge multi-story towers
are associated witbublic housing, but
earlier projects, like the Ida B. Weltsojects
in Chicago, were actually lowrises.

Public housing projects serve 1.3
million people in the United State3he
U.S. Department dflousing and Urban
Development (HUD) reported that in 1997
the five largest number of public housing
units were iMNew York City, 160,000;
Detroit, 57,000;Chicagq 40,000;
Philadelphia22,000; andBaltimore 18,000
-- massivelyimpacting the innecity
landscapes of these cities.
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The Robert Tayl or Homes, known as
of Chicago washelargest pwblic housing development in theorld -- 28
buildings with 16stories each, housing 20,000 people. Inhabitants had
unemployment rates &b percent, high rates of drug addictions, and
suffered fromgang warfare. 81999,21 ofCh i c ehigheriesbuildings
with 16,000 units of public housinbgad beermdemolishegdamong them the
notoriousCabriniGreen on the Near Northsidast west of th&sold Coast,
andthe Henry Hornempublic housing projedn the Westside ghetto, yet
fewer than 1,500 replacement urivebeing built
(Economichumanrights.org 200%)emolition ofpublic housing projects is
occurring across the United States, including the first public housing project

i t eof TeechwogdiHoMem Atlanta By the 1990s, the vegmpublic housing

projects whichwere to solve the problems of the 1960s and 1970s were
being demakhed in the United States because the placelessness of housing
projects had become the problem!
Canada ha205,000 public housing unitfe largest proportion
was constructed in the 1970s, although
demolished shortly after WorMVar Il. T o r o rRegerdt Barkwas
Can ad ada@nd lar§edowsntome housing project.

Figure 5 . The demolition of

Cabrini-Green, the infamous

housing project on the Near
. Northside started in 1995 to
‘make space for postmodern
L institutions such ast&rbucks
offee. PhotoVoices of
Babrini, Ronit Bezalel
roductions
ttp://www.voicesofcabrini.cc
/redevelopment_pics.html
005).

Highways

Highways are the quintessential placelEsidscapes because
standardized engineering principles wang continue to bapplied across
the United States and Canada and throughout much of the wealthy world.

f
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Except for the topography, vegetation, and language and markings on signs, section of 105 in Los Angeles was completed in 1993, about $425 billion

highways in dlspecific places are the saniadsin the open countryside (measired in 2006 dollars) had been spénbre than $80 billion a year are
andurbanstreets are the arteries in industrial and {idtistrial societies. spent to maintain and upgradésthighwaysystem.
They are the spatial connectors which link peopidivities, and places Tom Lewis (1997 points outhow thelnterstate highways
Roads, and the spatial mobility thegifdate, are crucial to the flow of fundamentally and profoundly transformed communitiesidysidizing
people, social interactions, ideas, capital, and raw materials. Culture is private @r travel over public mass transit systeims subsequently
expressed on roadr example, social status and wealth by car models and  contributed tdow-density, sprawling suburbs and shopping malls.
sizes (Minis to SUVs)social and political opinions with bypar stckers Interstate highways are, of course, part of the national highway system,
and demonstrationgatriotism in paradesocialand sexual prowess by funded in part by a gasoline tax on every gallon ofspég in the United
cruising;andmourningduringfuneral procession@ll the @ars of mourners StatesThe more consumers drive, the more
are togethewith car lights on) resulting in more auto placelessness.

Originally, roads in the countryside were built wit hOL\Jt Amoder no

transportation principles and were adjusted to local topographic conditions.
Today, sich roads are commonly designatedias u sbécause of the
have maintained their curves amuling topographic characteristicd/ith
the standardization of state highwdgsigns andonstruction techniques
and withmore and faster careoads becamstandardized acrossost of the
United States and Canada, but not so in Mexico.

The fext r enmadesifnostandardizatibn

@ areinterstatehighways which wereauthoized by the Federal

Aid Highway Act of 1956 The U.S.interstate highway
systemoften referred to as the Natioralstem of Interstate
and Defense Highways i s t he worl dés | ar
grandiose public works pregt, dwarfing anything authoritarian
governments ever did, including the famduazi-eraGermanAutobahn.
After World War Il, PresidenDwight Eisenhower convinced Congress that
an interstate highway system was necessary for the military security of the
United StatesBy 2006 46,876miles havebuilt. Similarly, in Canada, the
TransCanada highway was initiated afteovitl War 1l (built from 1948
1965) with federal costharing agreements and national standdidst

interstate highways in the United Statest just ovef million dollarsper increasindy been replaced by phvsical freedom in evervday life. Freedom
mile to build. In metropolitan areas, interstates and highways in general are creasindy been replaced by physical freedo ceveryaay lite. Freedo

much more expensive to build. The most expenkighwayto dateis in th.e_U.niteq States fqr most people, most. of the ttraﬂ,_slat_es into spatial
Bostonébés one billion per mile proj éngb['“ty' d%%cpmn?_u(}l)ng, SCRY Ie\./"flc.%FI 9 ancbp "9 'Cucha glng:qf eeway i
more typical costing127 milliondollars per mile.The Federal Highway emp!(_)yment and_reS| encémnica ,_|nd|V| ual _free om througit auto

Administration calculates that the average combined rural and urban mobility was achieved by wayf massive ceniralized governmial road

interstate highwacosts ar0.6 milliondollarsper mile.When he last construction progras and 59(.:'&“ |s_olat|on as more people spure time
commuting. In some U.S. citieparticulaty in the New York metropolitan

Figure 5 . Interstte highways, stat h'ighways, and roads in general
illustrate the standardization of machine spacddwnal, state, and federal
governments. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.

The abstract notions of religious and political freedom have
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areg average commuting times are ntweehours per dayThe U.S. ispeed b umpwideély awhfiequdntlyaisecon highwayassing
Census reports thebmmutingto-work took an average afver 100 hours through towns to slow trafficSpeed bumps or humps anmgly occasionally
per yearand vacatiosonly 80 hourgtwo weeks) per yedqtJ).S.Census used, as are rourabouts, m somecities in Canada and the United States
2005) Drivers camot ponder th@articulars of landscapes (smells,

sownds, micreweather conditions, topography, and architectural details of
buildings)as theytravel at high speeds in their metal box@sly the
occasionaplacenamesigns tell youvhere you aréFigure 5 ) -- enormous
signs in vast spaces at high speeds.

BT

S0UT
Brackett
W

The nigtmare() commu

Figure 5 . of : e
congested metropolitan areas is turned into paid fun in Disneyland! Figure 5 . Along Interstates it is difficult to know where yeally are -
Photo: Ingolf Vogeler. - a placeless experieacPhoto: Ingolf Vogeler.
Highway Signsand Billboards Billboards were designed aglaertisements along roads and
(p——— Language, as one aspect of cultisesxpressed in highwaysandare a very visible padf aub landscapes. The ubiquitous
the cultural landscape through highway signs. State and acceptance of autos hagenresulted in the suburbanization of older, irner
provincial highway departments standardized road signs; local  city neighborhoodby the placement of billboardBecause billboards are
governments regulated commercial signs; and professional desgned to be read by drivers in fasbving cars from a distance, their

highway and auto organizations made recommendations. By appropriate scale in the suburbs becomes inappropriatew-walking
the 1940s, parking signs were standardized across the United States and pedestriarareas. Yet city halls across the United Stame allowed

about 80 percent of all traffic sighs were parking related (Jakle and Sculle inappopriate locations of billboards (Fipp5) . The U. S. 6s depen
2004A, 31). The standardization of signs extendedegiasness across the cars, minimum land use controls, and the spaciousness of the cowmry ha
landscapes of the United States and Canada especiallypamuch resulted in the prevalence of billboards in the United States in particular;

lesser degree, across Mexico where road systems, regulations, and lessso in landuse regulated Canada and much less so in Mexico with it

enforcementare kess developedn exclusively Mexican phenomen is
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much lower private car ownership rates and consumer consumption patterns Commercial signs advertising restaurants, hotels, gasoline stations,
(Jakle and Sculle 2004B). and retail serviceBavealsodiminished the human scale. Particularly in the
suburbs, highwayriented signs visibly dominate the auto landscapes

(Figure 5).

Suburban Housing

Figure5. The si gnés size to the
perspective, not a pedestrian one. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.

s the highway

Little Boxes

Little boxes on the hill side, little boxes made of ticky tacky.

Little boxes, little boxedittle boxes all the same.

There's a green one and a pink one and a blue one and a yellow
one,

And they're all made out of ticky tacky, and they all look just

the same.

And the people in the houses all went to the university

. — = = Where they were put in boxéitt]e boxes, all the same.
Figure 5 . Suburbargation affected even nineteemtntury And there's doctors and there's lawyers, and there's business
commercial streets, abebillboard attests. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler. executives

And they're all made out of ticky tacky and they all look just
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the same.

And they all play on the golf course and drink their martini dry
And they all hae pretty children and the children go to school
And the children go to summer camp and then to the university
Where they all get put in boxes and they all come out the same.

And the boygo into business and marry and raise a family

In boxes, little boxg little boxes all the same.

There's a green one and a pink one and a blue one and a yellow
one

And they're all made out of ticky tacky and they all look just

the same. . .

Source:Song byMalvina Reynoldsmade famous bPete Seeger

The siburbanizatin of North Americais the result of at leagbur
major factors: 1federaltransportation polies emphasizing and benefiting
trucks andprivate automobilg; 2) federahousing poliges that favored
singlefamily detached hasesin suburbarareas over nitiple-unit
dwellings ininner cities 3) federal tax policies that encourageew
commercial and residentidevelopmentin less developeduburban
locations and 4) federahational defense polies thatsubsidized the
movement and restructuring of irgtey to favor suburban locations over
central city ones.

Chapter 5- Auto and Postmodern Landscapes 11

Figure5. fALittle boxesd on levele
environmentally, architecturally, and soes@onomically placeless
landscape. Photo: Ingolf Vogeler.

The explosive growtbf suburbs afte¥World War Il was the

dominant new theme in Canada and the United States, allies and victors of
the war, but not in Mexicdzrom 1950s to the 1960s, the number of housing

united increased by 20 percent in the United States, double theysrev
highest rates. The suburbs, as we know them today, wereVigidliam
Whyte (1956) captured the essence of this newly emerging landscape:

Suburbia is becoming the most important single market in the country.

It is the suburbanite who starts the masshfons- for children,
dungarees, vodka martinis, outdoor barbecues, functionatute,
[and] pi ct uAlsubwls ard mmiakke, But they are more
alike than they are different

In the Unites States, the idea of the suburbgasticularly
associated withevittown. The first one was started on Long Island
1947, but_evittown, Pennsylvania, exemplifi¢he scale of
suburbanization. It was the largest privatplgnned community
constructed by a single builder in the United States. Whead completed

in 1958, the development occupied over 5,500 acres in lower Bucks County

and included churches, schools, swimming pools, shopping centers, and
17,311 singldamily homes. For the 70,000 residents, Levittown
represented th@American Drearaof homeownership. Buiy the 1960s,
Levittown epitomizedhe worse aspects of postwar subufbiacritics. Yet
architecturallyand socieeconomicallyhomogeneousuburbscontinued to
bebuitCanadi ans have neveo
embiaced suburbanving.

For more than a century, suburbs have existed, usually places
where the wetto-do moved to escape the increasing numbers of
immigrants in cities during the laténeteenth century. Earlies|der, well-
to-do suburbsvere built aroud commuter railroad lines and, earlier still,
street car suburbgater, executive men would be met by their wives in
fistat i o worbyhaeg befpsnduch vehicles as they steppiEdrom

hatd Bhé@ya

nadi

C
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trains in New Rochelle, Stamford, Garden City, or HighlandkFBut the
new postwar suburbs were accessible only by automabilésin most
cases, accessible only to white buyé&s.more and more rural land at the
peripheries of urban areas was converted tedensity suburban land uses,
sprawl resulted. Suburlepresented a profound shift from higansity

land uses in inner cities to ever lowdensities in housing, shopping, and
employmentln 1980,18 of the 25largestU.S. cities declined in

population, while the suburbs grew by 60 million people, 83 peafahte
nation's growthOver 50 percent of the U.Sopulation now livesn

suburbia, according to the 2000 Census.

Figure 5 . "Suburbia is where the ddeper bulldozes out the trees,
then names the streets after them Bill Vaughn. Photo: Ingolf
Vogeler.

Governmental policies after World War Il encouragfegirapid
growth ofsuburbs in th&).S.and Canad In the United Stateshé Gl Bill
of Rightsallowedreturning veterans anteir families to buy houses,
because the government guaranteed their home mortfyademnks In
Canada, the Central Housing and Mortgage Corporation provided similar

Chapter 5- Auto and Postmodern Landscapes 12

financial support for veterans to buy hous@agle fanily suburban house
once the prerogative tiie few, now became available to many "honorably
discharged" veterans who held jobs. With the government's help, five
million veterans became suburban homeowaasnew common suburban
landscapes emerged.

il s T

Figure 5 . Immediately after World War II, developers built in the
newly emerging suburbs thousands of-ané-half-story Cape Cd
style houses, often called Gl houses because the federal governm
guaranteedhe mortgagesPhota Ingolf Vogeler
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Car Garages

As the numbers of caiscreased, their visual impton the
cultural landscapbe@me profound not only in public spaces but also in
private spacedrivate garages refletihe changingmportance and role
of cars in suburban life styleShe private storage of carsthe USA
based on an average of 1.7 motor vehicles per family, covers almost
700,000 acres of land, or about the size of Rhode Islakt: (@ad Sculle
2004A, 1). By the 1910s the wealthy beganibgyutomobiles. In this

Figure 5 . Suburban house styles in the aeta suburbs: by the era, freestanding garages were built behind houses along back alleys.
1960s and 1970s, horizontal, eetry, hippeeroofed California Al t hough cars were symbols of- wealth
Ranch styles with picture windows and garages enclosed within of-si ght 0 i n bother ktilitaianlfuagiions, suchtgsrage
houses ppdominated. Photdngolf Vogeler. collection and milk antiread deliveriesMass automobile ownership
grew rapidly after World War I, particularly in the United States and

Simultaneously, @iculture of consumerisenwasexpressed in Canada, and cars and garages took on new images of prestige
cultural landscape forms, whether asfastd chains, shopping malls, big conspicwusly displayed next to houses and in front of houses on public
box retailerspil company gasoline stations, amtel chains.Firstcame streets.
thedrivei n f ast food fArestaurantsupd mot el s Sububan gralges warerfiest datached reext to houses; then they
hotels), drivein banks, drivein dry cleanes, and driven churches; then were attached to houses by breezeways; and later, garages were
came the supermarkets, super truck stops$ saper service centgor cars. incorporated within houses themselves. Garages haghthe styles and
These landscapes are suburban in sdafgign, and location and oriented were built out of the same building materials as houses of the same era.
towards private automobiles. Both suburban housing and retaiéng Driveways also evolved and became more prominent. First, driveways
connected by the homogenous designs, age of construction, and engineering were only two concrete strips separated by gnesdiansthen,
spedfications for safe driving. Loolalike places or flat, placeless driveways became solid narrow eo& concrete slabs, and finally,
landscapes resulted. The absence of visual distinctions and surprises driveways accommodated multiptars at one time, sometimes thtee
became the hallmark of commercial success and personal fulfillment! four cars wide. These developments in garages and driveways were

particularly characteristic of middiglass neighborhoods.

Figure 5 . The auteera moteldrom the late 190suntil the energy
crisis of the 1970s expressed placelessness. Pimgfolf Vogeler.
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