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We found a number of bedding sites along the edge of the field a few
yards from the woods. There are reasons for this type of behavior.
Deer use their keen sense of smell and good eyesight for protection
from predators. When deer bed down, they tend to lie in close proximity
of each other, each positioned to face a slightly different direction. This
increases the range over which the deer can look for predators or other
dangers. When a deer lies down, it usually places its back to the wind
and will face the direction it cannot obtain olfactory information from. A
deer will use its sense of smell to identify predators from behind, but
must depend upon eyesight to identify predators in front of it.
We also found beds within browsing areas. During the winter, traveling
takes more energy because of the snow. If a deer can bed near feeding
areas, it does not have to expend as much energy.
The number of beds we recorded could not accurately be used to
estimate the population of deer in the area however, because deer will
use a different sites each night, though they may stick to the same
bedding area.
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There are a low number of heavily
traveled trails throughout the site
and trails that lead across the road
into a field where nearby
landowners provide bait piles for the
deer. Very few of the deer trails
actually crossed the road which may
be for safety reasons, or simply
because the trail goes straight
towards the feeding site.
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S CAT AND U RINATION S ITES
It was clear that scat and urination
sites were concentrated on the more
frequently used trails. Not only for
the obvious reason of the number of
deer on these trails, but because of
the majority of urination and
defecation sites near to the
intersections of two trails. This leads
us to believe that these behaviors are
a way of marking territory or defining
one's trail.
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Feeding sites were quite difficult to detect due to the
fact that we could only see evidence of recent browsing
areas. Feeding sites were often clustered near to the
bedding sites, as well as being near to main deer
highways. The feeding sites recorded in this area are
limited due to the residential feeding of the deer
outside of the mapping area.
Watering sites are mostly concentrated in and around
the small stream leading into Lowe's Creek. However,
there are some watering sites present in the marshy
areas near the bedding sites.
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