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Pleasant Company GPS Map
In Arc Map we layered our GPS data over an aerial photo of the site.
As aerial photography is not as accurate as satellite data, we had to
align the photo with the GPS data. We then used appropriate
symbols to mark the GPS points, lines, and regions on the map.
Fluctuations in satellite availability and position led to variance in
GPS accuracy. This, in addition to the fact that the Tremble GPS units
are only accurate to a meter at best, explains the inconsistency of the
parking lines.
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Utilizing Tremble GPS units, we collected precise data
on the Pleasant Company site. Over three periods of
data collection we defined over 1,000 points, lines,
and regions.
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While this project did require us
to spend long hours in adverse
weather conditions, it was a useful
pedagogical exercise. It enabled
us to synergize our knowledge of
GPS, Arcmap, and Illustrator to
create a useful and applicable
graphic representation. It helped
to reinforce the skills taught by
Professor Hartnett's toboggan
teaching technique.
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The star on this satellite image of Eau Claire shows the realtive
location of the Pleasant Company site within the city.

L egend
Visitor Parking
Employee Parking
Parking Spaces
Light Pole
Handicapped Parking
Storm Drain
Cable Switch

Pleasant Company was founded in Middleton, Wisconsin by a teacher who wanted to
provide quality, educational toys for children. The company seeks to foster learning
through reading and strives to help girls realize their dreams and potential. The
company is best known for its award winning books for girls and for the popular
American Girl® dolls. It is now a subsidiary of Mattel. The Eau Claire facility is a call
center handling a sizeable portion of the company's $ 350 Billion a year business. It
has been in operation since 1992 and employs over 500 when at full capacity. As one
of Eau Claire's larger employers, it holds an important place in the local economy. The
company has been recognized for its employment of the elderly and disabled, as well
as its significant philanthropic contributions to many children's charities, both locally
and abroad.
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We braved the cold, the wind, the rain, and the snow in
our efforts to map the elusive Pleasant Company landscape.

