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Sociology of Deviance  SOC 351-001 
MWF 1:00-1:50       CENT 2304 
Jeff S. Erger  ergerjs@uwec.edu  
http://people.uwec.edu/ergerjs/ 

 
NOTE: I do NOT use Canvas or D2L for my classes. 

 
 

Office: HHH 618         phone: 715-836-5483 
Office hours: 8-9 MW, 12-1 MW and by appointment at other times. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
Extreme Deviance.  Goode and Vail. 
 
Course Description: 
 
 “Many eyes see the truth, therefore be not alone.”-- S. Tepper 
 

“Language serves not only to express thought but to make possible thought which could not exist 
without it.”-- B. Russell 

 
“It is not the going out of port, but the coming in, that determines the success of a voyage.”—H. 
W. Beecher 

 
 “Education is not a preparation for life; education is life itself.”—J. Dewey 
 
 Deviance is the breaking of social norms.  Crime is the breaking of legal laws.  
Within Sociology, the same theories are used to explain both crime and deviance.  
However, this class will be focused on deviance and not crime.  It will be about non-
criminal aspects of deviance and social control.   
 During this class you will hear the term “empathy” used at times.  This does not 
mean sympathy, or approval.  What it does mean is that we will try, as a starting point, to 
understand the point of view of the deviant populations we investigate.  We will try to see 
things from their perspective before being critical of that perspective.  In other words, we 
want to be able to answer questions like, “How people can do that, how can they justify 
that, how can anyone who does that live with themselves?”    
 The class will begin with a few days of lecture to give us a common language and 
introduce some important concepts and theories of deviance. After that class will begin 
with a short lecture or introduction of the topic of the day.  This will take from 10-30 
minutes depending on the topic.  However, most of the class will be active.  When I say 
active I mean that you will discuss ideas in the readings and put forth your ideas. I firmly 
believe that learning is best done by doing and that practice makes perfect.  Much like 
any physical task, mental tasks require much practice before any degree of proficiency is 
developed. 

Why do I do this?  In a few years you will be out in the world working.  You 
might be working for pay in an office, or working at a community organization as a 
volunteer.  Regardless of where you work, you will not be able to sit silently.  You will 
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be expected to participate!  You will be expected to speak not only when spoken to, but 
to put forth your ideas when you think they can help accomplish the task at hand.  You 
might as well get used to this idea now, when the consequences are relatively mild.  
Consider it as a chance to be socialized into the professional world. 
 I sometimes call on individual students to answer a question from me, or to ask a 
question of me, or to ask a question of another student.    I also expect students to be 
prepared for class, and that means reading the material ahead of time, reading all of the 
readings before our Monday meeting.   
 To this end, I have found it useful to require students to write down two questions 
on every class reading.    These questions can be about something you don’t understand 
in the reading, something you do understand, or a question about the world that relates to 
an issue discussed in the reading.  Also, you can e-mail me these questions before class 
meets.  This will help me to structure how I address the material, and it will help you 
participate in discussions.  In addition, e-mailed questions on the readings for the week 
will count towards your participation grade. 
 
 
Goals of the Sociology Major: 
 
 
 
Students who complete the sociology major will be able to: 
 
1) Apply the sociological perspective in a way that contributes to your collective 
understanding of social reality, and is distinct from other perspectives on the social 
world; 
 
2) Construct, evaluate, and communicate empirically based arguments about the social 
world; 
 
3) Connect your sociological training with larger issues of social justice, sustainability, 
and cultural pluralism in a way that fosters active citizenship and civic engagement; 
 
4) Promote equity, diversity, and inclusivity through the critical analysis of existing 
social structures and institutions which create and sustain systems of oppression and 
privilege; 
 
5) Apply your sociological training to your own professional development and career 
aspirations. 
 
Within the context of these overall goals, the goals for this course are as follows. 
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Course Objectives: 
 
 At the end of this course you will: 
 

…know the major sociological theories of deviance.   
 …have knowledge of deviance and social control in contemporary society and 
how these issues are played out through sociological institutions and processes. 
 …have an understanding of how the history of deviance and social control has 
affected social institutions and practices. 

…have the critical thinking skill to gather and analyze additional information on 
these and any other topics in society that might be of interest to you in the future.   

 
 

  
REQUIREMENTS: 
  
Assignments: 
 
Assignment #1 – Finding and identifying deviant groups.  (50 points, due 2-17). 
 

You will be search the World Wide Web for a deviant group's Web page. The 
Web site must be made by the deviant group itself.  It cannot be written by an "outsider" 
about the deviant group. The paper should be 2-3 full pages of text and include the 
following 1. Describe the group's purpose, goals, beliefs, and activities. 2. Discuss why 
the group should be considered deviant based on the group's goals, beliefs, and activities 
(Why do they violate the predominant norms of our society and/or why do reactions to 
them show deviance in the sociological sense?) 3. How does this group represent 
"negative" deviance or "positive" deviance?  4. Speculate on the process of how people 
might come to be a committed member of this group.  5. Attach a print out of the top 
("main") Web page of the group at the end of your paper (this does not count as one of 
the two or three pages of your paper).  

 
 

 
Assignment #2 –  Your deviant career and what theories of deviance might say about it. 
(200 points, due 3-20) 
 

Write your deviance autobiography. Describe past and/or current involvement in 
deviant behavior, and then analyze it. Use at least two theories of deviance to explain 
why your deviant life has unfolded the way it has. The theories you use must come from 
two of the three sociological perspectives (Structural Functionalism, Symbolic 
Interactionism, Conflict).  In other words, you cannot choose two Symbolic Interactionist 
theories.  If you have always lived the "straight and narrow" life, then use theories to 
explain why you did not get involved in various deviant behaviors. The paper should be 
at least 6 full pages in length. 
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All of the content in your papers will remain confidential, and will not affect how 
I treat you as a student.  If you are in doubt as to whether or not you should include 
something in your paper, do not include it-only write about what you feel comfortable 
discussing. Papers will not be viewed by anyone but me. Include the following: 1) 
Describe your involvement in current and/or past deviant behaviors (or lack of the same). 
2) Describe the theories you want to apply to your deviance autobiography in detail with 
a focus on the causal claims the theory puts forth about what causes deviance and/or 
conformity to the norm. 3) Analyze your life experience in the context of the theories you 
chose (Why did I engage in these behaviors? Why do I continue to do these behaviors? 
Why did I change from some types of deviant behaviors to others? or, Why did I stop 
altogether?). Use terms and ideas from the theories to explicitly link the theory to your 
behaviors.  
 
 
Assignment #3.  Finding readings for class discussion the last two weeks of class (50 
points, due  4-20, a deviant holiday). 
 

Find an article about deviance to discuss the last week of the semester.  Tell me 
what it talks about, what you think the class might learn from it, and why you think it 
would make for an interesting class discussion.  Turn in via e-mail by the due date. 
 
 
Term paper: 

You will be required to write a term paper (15-25 pages) on any topic that 
involved non-criminal aspects of norm violation.  You can write a purely theoretical 
paper, a research proposal, a traditional research paper that relies on academic sources, or 
even a full blown empirical research paper that uses existing data (or even gathers new 
data) and to test some theoretical predictions. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
 This paper project has several components that must be completed over the course 
of the semester.  These include:  
 

Paper Proposal (20 points): due 2-24.      
 

 This is a one page typed proposal of the topic you intend to cover.  This should 
clearly explain what your topic is, why it is appropriate for a Sociological analysis, and 
what steps you plan on taking in your research.  Turn in ONE copy of this assignment. 
 
You will want to start looking at sources for this, and I suggest you start with JSTOR, 
and or Google Scholar for your searches: 
 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showAdvancedSearch?acc=on&wc=on 
 
http://scholar.google.com/ 

 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showAdvancedSearch?acc=on&wc=on
http://scholar.google.com/
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Annotated Bibliography (50 points):  due 3-9.    

  
 This is an initial list of sources you intend to use, with full citations.  Following 
each source you should include 2-3 sentences as to why it is useful for your project.  Turn 
in ONE copy of this assignment. 
 

Rough Draft (100 points): due 4-13.     
 

 This draft must be at least 8 full pages of text.  This can be a mini-paper with 
short versions of each of the sections, OR it can start at the beginning and stop after 8 
pages.  It would be to your advantage to write as much as possible on this draft as the 
more you write, the more feedback you will be able to receive.  It should not surprise you 
that it is typical for students turning in 12+ page rough drafts to receive very high final 
paper grades.   Turn in THREE copies of this assignment. 
 
 

Critiques (2 @ 15 points each): due 4-27 
 

 You will get two other student’s drafts on April 13th, and it is your task to write 
critiques of these papers (2+ pages typed for each one).  Critiques will be graded on how 
well they help the author improve their paper.  You should point out both things they do 
well and things that are weak, unclear, or need additional research to back them up.   

Turn in TWO copies of this assignment. 
  

Final Paper (300 points): due 5-18 by 3pm.     
 
 Turn in one hard copy of this assignment.  E-mail one additional copy to me in 
MS Word format, or Rich Text Format (.rtf) if you do not use MS Word. 
 
 All writing assignments in this class should be typed, double spaced,  Times 
New Roman 12pt type, and with no larger than 1” margins.  Do not leave blank lines 
between paragraphs.   Papers should be stapled with a single staple in the upper left hand 
corner.  Do NOT use plastic binders.  For the rough and final drafts there should be a title 
page with the title, your name, and the course title on it.  There should be a separate 
bibliography page at the end of the paper.  The title page and the bibliography do not 
count in the required length.  There should be a separate bibliography page at the end of 
the paper.  The title page, abstract if you have one, bibliography and appendices (if you 
have any) do not count in the required length.  Critiques should identify both the person 
critiquing and the author of the paper. 
 
Analysis and Critiques of Readings (200 points): 
 

Analysis and Critiques of Readings makes up 20% of your course grade.  That is two full 
letter grades.  Credit comes from expressing questions, comments and critique of the readings for 
class.  There are two paths to these points: you can do this in class verbally, or you can e-mail me 
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you questions, comments and critiques of the readings before we discuss them in class.  Quality 
is important, not just quantity.   

 
Attendance policy: 
 
 Daily attendance is taken starting the second week of classes.  There is no penalty 
per se for missing class, however the effect missing course material will have on your 
work will be extremely negative.  If you miss class regularly you will most likely fail this 
course..  If you believe your absence is “authorized” (by the definition used by UWEC) 
contact me BEFORE missing class and penalties may be waived and/or deadlines 
extended. 
 
 
Grading policies:   
 
93=A, 90=A-, 87=B+, 83=B, 80=B-, 77=C+, 73=C, 70=C-, 67=D+, 63=D, 60=D-, 59=F. 
 

Extra Credit: there is none.  Don’t ask. 
 

Late assignments will receive a 10% deduction per day they are late.  The first day begins 
at the end of the class period in which the assignment was due. 
 

I consider any academic misconduct in this course as a serious offense, and I will pursue 
the strongest possible academic penalties for such behavior.  The disciplinary procedures and 
penalties for academic misconduct are described in the UW-Eau Claire Student Services and 
Standards Handbook in the section titled, “Chapter UWS 14—Student Academic Disciplinary 
Procedures." 

 
I make use of www.plagiarism.org to check for plagiarism on papers, and I suggest you 

check that website out, especially the articles section which includes information on how to 
avoid plagiarizing.  There is one way to be sure not to plagiarize, and that is to give credit to 
ideas in your paper that are not yours.  Citing a source for a fact or argument is good scholarship, 
failing to cite the source is plagiarism. 
 
 

 
Important dates for the Semester: 

February 7 Last day to register for or add full-semester courses without instructor’s 
approval 

February 14 Last day to drop full-semester Spring courses with no record. Last day to 
register for or add full-semester Spring courses without deans approval. 
Last day to change grade basis to/from Satisfactory-Unsatisfactory or 
Audit. After this date a Change of Registration form with proper 
signatures is required. 
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April 17 Last day to file withdrawal from the University with “W”s. Last day to 
withdraw from individual full-semester classes. 

 
 
Accommodations for Learning Disabilities: 
 
 If you have a certified learning disability, please contact me early in the semester 
so we can discuss appropriate arrangements for testing and other class components.  
 
Accommodations for non-native English speakers: 
 

Students who are non-native speakers of English may request extended test-taking 
time (time and a half). To determine eligibility, English proficiency is evaluated by the 
Academic Skills Center (for U. S. permanent residents/citizens) or by the Department of 
Foreign Languages (for international students). Students approved for the 
accommodation are given a verification form to present to their course instructors. 
Students must provide verification during each semester at least one week before the test 
for which accommodation is needed. Verification is valid for one semester. The 
accommodation policy does not apply to other forms of evaluation (e.g., papers, projects, 
group presentations) or to situations in which students must demonstrate clinical or 
similar skills. 
 
 
GRADED COMPONENTS: 
 
 

Deviants on the Web 50pts Monday, Feb 17th     

Paper Proposal 20pts Monday, Feb 24th   

Annotated Bibliography 50pts Monday, Mar 9th      

Your Deviant Career 200pts Friday, Mar 20th     

Rough Draft of Paper 100pts Monday, Apr 13th   

Submitting Readings for Class 
Discussion 50pts 

Monday, Apr 20th    

Critiques of Drafts--2@15pts 30pts Monday, April 27th        

Final Paper 300pts Monday, May 18th  by 3pm 

Analysis and Critiques of 
Readings 200pts 

 
weekly 

   

total points 1000pts  
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Topical Outline: 
 

week starting  
(Monday)  

Feb 3  Introduction, non-sociological approaches, norms in the USA  

Feb 10  Structural Functional theories of deviance 

Feb 17  SF theories continued 

Feb 24  Symbolic interactionist theories of deviance 

Mar 2  SI theories continued 

Mar 9 Conflict theories of deviance 

Mar 16 Extreme Tattooing 

Mar 23                                                      Spring break!!!! 

Mar 30 Kidnapped by Extra Terrestrials                         

Apr 6 Obesity 

Apr 13 White Supremacy 

Apr 20 Adult-child Sexual Relations 

Apr 27 Extreme Environmentalists 

May 4 Sadomasochism 

May 11 Student selected topic of deviance   

May 18 Finals week 

 
Reading Schedule: 
 
week starting  
(Monday)  

Feb 3  Using an Integrated Typology of Deviance to Analyze Ten Common Norms of 
the U.S.   : http://www.jstor.org/stable/4121170 

Feb 10  Value Implications of the Functional Theory of Deviance 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/800152  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/4121170
http://www.jstor.org/stable/800152
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Feb 17 

 Life Stress, Anger and Anxiety, and Delinquency: An Empirical Test of General 
Strain Theory  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2676320  
 
Social Control Theory and Delinquency  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2094936  
 

Feb 24 

  
Modeling Sutherland's Theory of Differential Association: Toward an Empirical 
Clarification  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2578680 . 
 
Labeling Theory in Deviance Research: A Critique and Reconsideration 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4105518  
 

Mar 2 

 Ugly Duckling to Swan: Labeling Theory and the Stigmatization of Red Hair 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/si.1997.20.4.365  
 
Deviance and Legitimacy in Ice-Hockey: A Microstructural Theory of Violence  
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4106165  
 
The Medicalization of Deviance as an Interactive Achievement: The Construction 
of Compulsive Gambling http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/si.2001.24.3.315  
 

Mar 9 

Toward a Marxian Theory of Deviance http://www.jstor.org/stable/799696  
 
Class in the Household: A Power-Control Theory of Gender and Delinquency 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2780039  
 
Without Morals or Mores: Deviance in Postmodern Social Theory 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20007236  
 

Mar 16 Extreme Tattooing 
Mar 23                                               Spring break!!!! 
Mar 30 Kidnapped by Extra Terrestrials 
Apr 6 Obesity 
Apr 13 White Supremacy 
Apr 20 Adult-child Sexual Relations 
Apr 27 Extreme Environmentalists 
May 4 Sadomasochism 
May 11 Student selected topic of deviance   
May 18 Finals week 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2676320
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2094936
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2578680
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4105518
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/si.1997.20.4.365
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4106165
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/si.2001.24.3.315
http://www.jstor.org/stable/799696
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2780039
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20007236
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A final thought.   
 

I enjoy doing what I do, and I think that you will enjoy this class if you put forth 
some effort.  Sometimes I will do and say some seemingly weird things.  I assure you that 
when I do or say weird things in class it is for an educational purpose.  (When I do or say 
weird things outside of class, that’s a different story). 

For example, in this class I ask that between 12:50 and 12:59, if you are in the 
room, you spend your time talking with other people in the class.  Not sitting silently, not 
surfing the web, not texting, but talking to actual living human beings in person.  Why 
might I do that? 
 
Attached are sample consent forms.  Consent must be gained for certain types of research 
involving human subjects.  If you choose to do such a project, we will need to discuss in 
detail the procedures to be used. 
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Consent Form 
 
This project is being conducted in partial fulfillment of the course requirements for Sociology 
351, Sociology of Deviance, taught by Dr. Jeff Erger at the University of Wisconsin—Eau Claire.  
This course is in compliance with the course certification requirements of the University 
Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects.  Questions may be directed to : 
 
Dr. Jeff S. Erger 
Department of Sociology  
University of Wisconsin -- Eau Claire 
Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(715) 836-5483 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Title of Study:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Names of Principle Investigator(s)______________________& Dr. Jeff Erger 
 
 
This document is to certify that I, ____________________________, hereby freely agree 
to participate as a volunteer in a study as an authorized part of the educational and 
research program of the University of Wisconsin—Eau Claire under the supervision of 
Dr. Jeff Erger. 
 
 
 
 The study and my role in it have been fully explained to me by ____________ and I 

understand what will be expected of me by virtue of my participation.  The potential 
risks and discomforts associated with my participation in this study have been 
discussed. 

 
 I have been given an opportunity to ask questions, and all such questions have been 

answered to my satisfaction. 
 
 I understand that all data will remain confidential with regard to my identity. 
 
 I understand that I may refuse to answer any question, or part of a question at any 

time. 
 
 I understand that participation in the study is voluntary and not part of any job 

requirements nor a condition for being the recipient of benefits or services from the 
University of Wisconsin. 
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 I understand the approximate length of time required for participation in this study is  
____________ minutes or _________hours. 

 
 I understand that if I have any questions or concerns about the treatment of human 

subjects in this study, I may call or write: William Frankenberger, Ph.D., Chair, 
Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects, 172 Human 
Sciences and Services Building, University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire, Eau Claire, 
WI 54702. (715)836-5604.  Although this person will ask my name, I understand that 
all inquiries will be kept in the strictest confidence. 

 
 If I have any questions about the purpose or procedures of this research, I may contact 

Dr. Jeff Erger, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin—Eau Claire, Eau 
Claire, WI  54702.  (715) 836-5483. 

 
 I also understand it will not be necessary to reveal my name to obtain additional 

information about this study from the principle investigator. 
 
 I FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT I AM FREE TO WITHDRAW MY CONSENT 

AND DISCONTINUE MY PARTICIPATION AT ANY TIME. 
 
 
 
Date:___________________  Signature of Subject:________________________ 
 
 
I, the undersigned, have defined and fully explained the investigation to the above 
subject. 
 
 
Date:___________________  Signature of Researcher:______________________ 
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