Information Systems Department Faculty Meeting Minutes
Convened:  Friday, October 16, 2009, at 3:02 PM, in SSS 114

Present:	D. Gaber, M. Germonprez, T. Hilton, T. Keys, B. Lo, J. Pratt, B. Tumm (recorder), R. Zhang
Guests:	Tom Kemp, UWEC Economics faculty and TAUWP Treasurer; Jessica Stender, AFT Wisconsin Organizer
Department retreat minutes of August 28, 2009, were approved.
PERSONNEL 
· Union organizing efforts on campus were reviewed by guests T. Kemp and J. Stender.
· A proposed online teaching agreement was reviewed by Tom Hilton.
· Holiday social ideas were discussed.
ADMINISTRATION
· New old College travel plan:  ORSP has reinstituted support of $500 for tenured faculty travel.  Dr. Hilton stated that one research conference will be paid for each IS faculty.  
CURRICULUM
· Assessment plan is ready to be finalized.
· Approval of the proposed international major, minor, and certificate cannot be obtained in time for inclusion in the 2010-11 general catalogue because of paperwork delay. They will likely be approved for inclusion in the 2011-12 general catalogue.
· IS 345 and IS 375 revisions have passed the College Curriculum Committee and will be in the 2010-11 general catalogue.
· Cross-listing and renaming MGMT 343 to IS/MGMT 343 has passed the College Curriculum Committee and will be in the 2010-11 general catalogue.
· Discussion of whether/how to require an internship of all IS majors continued from the summer faculty retreat. While there is strong IS faculty consensus that internships are vital to successful transition from college to career, questions remain about the benefits of making an internship an official requirement of the major. These questions seem to boil down to three pros and one con: 
· Pro: Requiring official course credit for IS internships would give the IS faculty authority to oversee and assure the quality of student internships.
· Pro: Internship tuition and fees are the only source of funding to cover the costs of providing internship opportunities to IS students.
· Pro: The IS Department would significantly improve its SCH/FTE ratio by requiring an internship of every IS major.
· Con: Requiring an internship to graduate essentially places control of who graduates in the hands of internship providers.
· As part of the proposed “Blugold Commitment” differential tuition proposal, three- and four-year degree completion plans have been submitted from the College to the Chancellor’s Office.  
· GE Redesign – The conceptual framework of new general education (GE) requirement that will shortly come before the Senate for approval was reviewed.  The gist of the proposal is to replace the current four-category GE requirement with a requirement to complete two 12-credit cross-disciplinary course bundles and 15 additional credits of course work outside the major.
· The CS Department chair has suggested partnering on the Web Design minor. Ensuing brainstorming on how the IS Department might collaborate in the minor included listing the minor courses as IS electives, teaching one or more of the minor’s present courses, and adding one or more IS courses to the minor. No motion was made, and no vote was taken.
FACILITIES
· SSS 210 will become a laptop-enabled classroom starting Spring 2010 rather than the general access computer lab it presently is. As a classroom, it will have 43-57 seats, each with room and connections for a laptop computer.
OUTSIDE-DEPARTMENT RELATIONS
· Activities and ideas for recruiting new majors were discussed.  
· This year the Travelers Case competition will be supervised by Dawna Drum.  Don Gaber will supervise the Target Case competition.
· The IS faculty were asked to consider co-affiliating our AITP student chapter with the Association for Information Systems (AIS) as a student chapter. This would require paying a $295 annual fee to AIS, and so the worth of potential benefits to our students are to be investigated.  Professional case competitions and scholarships were cited as among the benefits of membership.  Matt Germonprez is reviewing the organization’s by-laws and other relevant information.
RESEARCH
· ATLANTIS grant activity was reviewed by Matt Germonprez.  European students will now be coming to Eau Claire in fall semesters and UWEC students will be going to Europe in spring semesters.  Matt distributed the grant’s summer Germany-Austria schedule for two UWEC students yet to be chosen.
· The IACIS conference will be in Las Vegas next year.  Papers will be due in spring—Feb or March.  
· Matt Germonprez reviewed national IS research rankings where UWEC is prominently ranked.
ADJOURN:  4:32 PM  
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Tumm, recorder
