Information Systems Department Meeting – MINUTES

Convened:
April 16, 2008, in SSS-114, 3:00 – 4:30 pm
Present:
Don Gaber, Matt Germonprez, Tom Hilton (Chair and recorder), Tony Keys, Bruce Lo, Jean Pratt, Ruidong Zhang

WELCOME

The meeting was called to order at 3:17 p.m. and all were welcomed.

Minutes Approval: The minutes of the 2/20/07 meeting were approved with one correction offered by Tony regarding the discussion of the draft strategic plan: “The faculty made the following observations” was amended to read “Some faculty made the following observations” to connote that, although every observation on the draft strategic plan was made by one or more IS faculty, not every IS faculty member agreed with every observation made.

RESEARCH

Action Item—MWAIS Funding: Matt moved that the IS Dept pay all IS faculty registrations ($195 each), and Bruce seconded the motion. In the discussion, Tom H spoke in favor of the motion, saying the IS Department has sufficient funds to cover the expense. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.

OUTSIDE-DEPARTMENT RELATIONS

Irish Professor Visit: Bruce distributed a tentative itinerary for Fergal McGrath's visit and discussed potential faculty participation in the visit. A copy of the agenda is at the end of these minutes.

CURRICULUM
Extra-Departmental Teaching: Matt and Bruce reported on the experience of teaching outside the IS Department, and both reported that, vagaries notwithstanding, things are progressing well. Of particular note is the very good reception of international content in MGMT 343.

Computer & Information Literacy Assessment: Don reported on his plan for a computer & information literacy assessment associated with IS 240. He has set a tentative timeline to implement it fall 2009 because he will be updating the online IS 240 materials first. He will align the assessment with the to-be-revised IS learning goals. He presently sees the assessment as performance-based.

Action Item—Change in IS 345 Prerequisites: As lead instructor of IS 345, Ruidong moved the following changes to it: drop IS 240 as a prerequisite, add IS 304 as a prerequisite and IS 345 as either prerequisite or concurrent. Don seconded the motion. Discussion centered on possible effects on enrollment in the major, minor, and certificate, which the faculty agreed would be minimal. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. Ruidong will prepare the course master form and submit it to Tom H for inclusion in the 2009-10 general catalogue.
Action item—Change in IS 420 Repeatability and Credits: As lead instructor of IS 420, Tom H moved the following changes to it: make it repeatable, and make it variable credit (1 to 3). Jean seconded the motion. Discussion centered on the growing demand among internship providers to have students do a first internship between their sophomore and junior years and then a second internship between their junior and senior years. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. Tom H will prepare the course master form and submit it for inclusion in the 2009-10 general catalogue.
Action item—New Internship Course: In conjunction with the discussion of IS 420, Tom H moved to create a new internship course, IS 320, available to IS majors before they are eligible to enroll in IS 420. Tony Keys seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

Action item—Limit on Internship Credits Countable in the Major: In conjunction with the discussion of IS 320 and IS 420, Tony Keys moved to limit to 3 the number of internship credits that can be counted in the IS degree. Ruidong Zhang seconded the motion and, after discussion, it passed unanimously.

IS Major Learning Goals Definition and Assessment: The IS faculty discussed the IS major learning goals and their assessment. No motion was made, but the sense of the faculty is that we should express the major’s learning goals more briefly and in a way that shows how courses relate to each other; special attention should be paid to prerequisite chains. It was generally felt that, since it is quite similar to the old MIS major, target learning outcomes for the systems development emphasis are better understood than those for the business analysis emphasis, which is new; Tom H will therefore provide a business analyst skill set matrix from Genesis10 Consulting as an example of what businesses require in a business analyst. It was generally felt that the IS Department should consult with UWEC-retained assessment consultant Barbara Walvoord.
Average Department GPA: Tom H led a discussion of the Dean’s Council’s recent expressions of concern about a sudden jump in the IS Department GPA. It appears that it is the result of beneficial changes made in IS 240, but it is risky to attribute such a massively aggregated number to any one thing. The consensus was to wait and see if there was a pattern developing or if the jump is short-lived.

PERSONNEL
Sabbatical Policy: Ruidong presented plans for collegial coverage during his sabbatical if it's approved. All faculty providing coverage would benefit from their opportunity to learn new content. Also, the procedure Ruidong is trying could presumably be used by any IS faculty member who wished to take a sabbatical leave. On the other hand, collegial coverage costs would be overload, meaning additional salary funds needed (defrayed somewhat by Ruidong’s reduced salary if his sabbatical lasts two semesters) and further stretching faculty time for new course preparations.
UNADDRESSED AGENDA ITEMS

The following agenda items were not addressed:

Strategic plan differential tuition proposal (per Stephanie Jamelske)

Affirmative Action, harassment/discrimination (per Teresa O’Halloran)

Budget process principles

SSS 208 upgrade

SSS 203 status

Laptop Initiative (Matt, Tom H)
Recruiter interactions (Target, Federated, Cargill, Genesis10, etc.)

Major Fair debrief (Matt, Tom H)
Information Meeting (Jean)
Advisory Committee co-chair rotation (Jean)
High School Visit on 5/17 (Tom H)
Table Tents?

IS Department Poster?

Major Blitz?

Joe Pichotta & AISEC funding request

MBAA Debrief (Don, Bruce)
PIE Grant (Bruce, Matt, et al.)
Meeting adjourned at 4:39.
Respectfully submitted by,

Tom Hilton
Department Chair
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Draft 2 as at 3/31/2008

Date Event People and Location
Wed May 14 | 3.15pm arrive at MSP, 4.30pm Shuttle to Ramada | MSP airport
Inn, Eau Claire.
6.20pm arrive at Ramada Inn (in 5/14 out 5/24) = | Ramada Inn, Eau Claire
reservation confirmation # 83599
6.40pm Dinner with Tom Hilton Tom Hilton/location TBA
Thu May 15 | 9.00am Pick up from hotel Bruce Lo
10.15 - 11.15am Meet with IS faculties IS faculty & staff/SSS203a.
11.30am Lunch at Holiday Inn with “Doing Bruce will take to Holiday Inn
Business Globally” workshop group.
7¥ 12.15 - 1.00pm Speak to workshop group on At Holiday Inn
\"Business Environment in Ireland”
3.00 — 4.00pm Meet with faculties in PIE program | Kristina Bourne & Raj Aroskar
at UWEC
6.00pm Dinner with Jean Pratt and Bruce Lo Bruce & Jean/Fischher’s on The
Green
Fri May 16 9.00am pick up from hotel Ruidong Zhang
9.30am meet study abroad students to University Colleen Marchwick to
of Limerick arrange/location TBA
“)< 12noon-12.50pm Present seminar to COB Faculty Tim Vaughan to arrange/SSS204
"The Celtic Tiger or Celtic Cub: Challenges for
Ireland and the Knowledge Economy" at noon
1.00-2.00pm Lunch with COB Dean'’s Office. Tom Dock, Bob Sutton/Delany Inn
6.00pm Dinner with Rama Yelkur Rama Yelkur/Sweet Waters(?)
Sat May 17 | Free time to sightsee or to socialize with COB Matt Germonprey
faculty members. (Some suggestions: Twin Cities,
House on the Rock, mushroom hunting with Matt
Germonprey, hire a car to go around.)
Sun May 18 | Ditto Matt Germonprey
Mon May 19 | Attend Joyce Osland Seminar. Informal meeting Bruce Lo to pick up

with other PIE Committee Members

6.00 Dinner with Joyce Osland, and Bruce

Bruce Lo





[image: image2.png]Tue May 20 | Attend Joyce Osland Seminar. Get to meet local Bruce Lo to pick up
business people.
6pm dinner with Tony Tony Keys
Wed May 21 | Visit Cargill and St Paul Travelers in Twin Cities Jean Pratt and Bruce Lo
Thu May 22 | Pick up from hotel Matt Germonprey
9-10am Attend an IS240 summer session class
10-11am Teach the 15240 class
12noon Lunch with Rhetta. Rhetta Standifer
Meet with available COB faculties Abe, Jean
Fri May 23 Attend MW AIS conference
Sat May 24 | Attend MW AIS conference

Sun May 25

Depart MSP to NWK and then to Shannon





