Information Systems Department Meeting – MINUTES

Convened:
February 22, 2007, SSS-114
Present:
Matt Germonprez, Tom Hilton (Chair), Tony Keys, Bruce Lo, Jean Pratt, Ruidong Zhang, Franny Meyer-Briggs (recorder)

Guest:
Dawna Drum

The meeting was called to order at 12:32 p.m.

WECOME

Tom welcomed the group, and the minutes of December 1, 2006 were approved without correction.
PERSONNEL

Information Item: IAS Search & LiquidOffice Update
Tom reported that the instructional academic staff position description is in process of being approved and will be advertised shortly. He also noted that as of March 1, all personnel hiring documents are to be completed via LiquidOffice. Tom has received training on how to do that, but Franny still needs to be trained.
Information Item: IS Faculty reallocation update

Tom reported that the dean’s initiative to reallocate 9 credits per semester of IS faculty time to other departments in the College of Business was approved. An implementation plan is being developed by the four department chairs with input from the dean and associate dean.
Information Item: DPC Activity
Tony reported that Jean Pratt is up for reappointment to her 3rd year, Matt Germonprez is up for reappointment to his 4th year, and Bruce Lo is up for tenure.

Information Item: Annual Performance Reviews
Tom congratulated everyone on faring very well in annual performance reviews. The IS faculty compared excellently to the other CoB faculty. He encouraged everyone to keep up the good work.
ADMINISTRATION

Information Item: Senate report
Bruce reported that there has been a revision of the requirements to become a full professor. Wording in the faculty handbook has been clarified to require “12 years’ time in rank” to keep from mistakenly requiring more than that in some circumstances.
Information Item: IS Department Exit Survey Revision
Bruce and Ruidong reported that no more work has been done. The survey is scheduled to be used starting next fall, so follow-up is expected for the next department meeting in April. Ruidong asked Tom to email him and Bruce the survey so they can begin revising it to reflect the multi-emphasis major.
Information Item: Shared Financial System

The UW System has finally required UW-Eau Claire to stop using its home-grown, character-based financial “Pages” in its administrative computing system. Starting next fall, the PeopleSoft-based Wisconsin Data Management (WisDM) system will be used for all campus financial administrative computing.

OUTSIDE-DEPT RELATIONS

Action Item: Information Meeting
The faculty determined that the information meeting held each semester for potential IS majors, minors, and certificate seekers will be April 4 (after the major blitz), 7:30-8:30 in the Davies Center Clearwater Room. Jean will conduct the session, and Franny will order pizza and soda for 15 people.
Action Item: Spring Advisory Committee Meeting

Jean reported that the spring meeting of the IS Department Industry Advisory Committee will be held at the Hilltop conference room, on Friday, April 27, 2007, with lunch at Higher Ground. Agenda items are still being gathered. Christine Zani (the designated student representative) will not be able to attend; Scott Sather will recommend someone to replace her.
Action Item: Advisory Committee Membership Criteria

A discussion took place regarding membership criteria, and the consensus is that it should be as inclusive as possible. It was determined to invite all CoB administrators from now on.
Information Item: Mentorships
Matt reported that Alan Murphy is no longer at Roehl and that his departure has slowed the receipt of the mentorship funding. He’s working on getting it done. Second-round interviews of student applicants are in process.
Information Item: Scholarships
Tony reported that the next deadline for scholarship applications is Friday, March 2, 2007. There will be 10 scholarships offered, from $500 to $2,250 each.

Information Item: Spring promotion activities
Matt reported that he is preparing table tents, water bottle labels, and posters. Tom suggested having both a male and a female on the posters. Ruidong will send some photos of students that he has.
Information Item: AITP
Dawna reported that it will be decided next week if the spring banquet will take place.

Information Item: 23rd Annual IT Conference

Franny and Tom reported that final arrangements have been completed for the 23rd Annual Information Technology Conference that the IS Department hosts for Wisconsin technical college CIS instructors. The conference will be March 8-9, 2007, at the Best Western Trail Lodge Hotel & Suites in Eau Claire.

FACILITIES

Information Item: SSS 203
Dawna reported that construction planning for repurposing SSS203 is in process. Technology costs are at about $14,000 and specs are done. The room should be ready for use fall 2007 semester.
Information Item: Department printer
Dawna reported that, per the faculty’s prior decision, a low-maintenance black and white printer was delivered. However, it was not networkable and so had to be returned. Dawna has ordered another one and will install it when it arrives.
RESEARCH

Information Item: IACIS
As 2007 IACIS Conference chair, Jean received the congratulations of the faculty. She reviewed ways the IS faculty can participate in and benefit from this year’s conference, requesting support from us, which everyone agreed to give (specifically, review conference submissions).
Information Item: MWAIS
As director of marketing and membership on the executive board of the Midwest chapter of the Association of Information Systems (MWAIS), Matt reported on planning for their 2008 conference, which the IS Department will host on the UWEC campus May 23-24. Jean Pratt has agreed to serve as local arrangements chair. Jacob Iverson of UW-Oshkosh and Matt are conference co-chairs. They’re still looking for one or two program co-chairs. They expect attendance of 75 to 100. Matt and Jean are planning a social at Carson Park, possibly in the Carson Park stadium.
Information Item: MBAA attendance
As agreed, Matt, Dawna, Jean will represent the IS Department at the upcoming MBAA International conference in Chicago. Each will also make a conference presentation.
CURRICULUM/INSTRUCTION
Action Item: HCIS course
In connection with the recent addition of the healthcare administration major to the College of Business, Tom Hilton reported a discussion he had with Doug Olson (its director) where the possibility arose of offering a course in healthcare information systems (aka medical informatics). The faculty’s initial response was positive, and it was decided that Tom will pursue the discussion with Doug, possibly planning to teach it as a trial section of IS491. The instructor(s) and schedule are yet to be determined.
Action Item: Course Offering Schedule Change
As lead instructor of IS314 and IS384, Matt asked if it might be advisable to reverse the semesters in which those two courses are scheduled to be taught so that students could take IS304 and IS314 without a summer break in between. After discussion, the consensus was to leave them the way they are for the time being: IS314 taught fall and IS384 taught spring.
Action Item: Offer IS450 Fall 2007
Tony reported that a sizeable number of students in the old MIS major will need to take IS450 next fall or be delayed a semester in their graduation. It was therefore decided to teach IS450 this fall as well as next spring as officially scheduled. To staff IS450, Matt will teach it instead of IS475. Students who need IS475 fall semester will be encouraged to work with their advisor to identify a reasonable substitute; IS365, IS411, and IS450 would all be reasonable.
Information Item: IS240 Status
The IS240 instructors conversed about how the course is going this semester (without a lead instructor). The consensus is that it’s going well despite some minor technological problems in the labs. The Friday lab activities remain an asset of the course, and the group decision system lab activity went surprisingly well.
Information Item: IS410 Status

Ruidong reported that the first-ever offering of IS410 Data & Network Security is going well. Students seem to be feeling that they are getting what they should from the course. Some new hardware has been requested and is in discussion.
Action Item: PHIL308 in the IS Major

At the request of Bob Greene of the Philosophy Department, the faculty discussed whether to list PHIL308, Ethics in Computing & Engineering, as an elective in the IS major. After discussion, it was decided that the course has significant value for IS majors and that advisors should identify it as preferred in filling the General Education Category IV requirement. Because it already fits thus into the major, there is no need to double-list it as an elective.
The meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Franny Meyer-Briggs

IS Department Associate

