Information Systems Department Meeting – MINUTES

Convened:
December 1, 2006 in SSS-114

Present:
Amy Bauer, Matt Germonprez, Tom Hilton (Chair), Tony Keys, Bruce Lo, Jean Pratt, Ruidong Zhang, Franny Meyer-Briggs (recorder)

Guests:
Dawna Drum

The meeting was called to order at 3:07 p.m.

WECOME

Minutes of the October 20, 2006 meeting were approved.

Spring semester faculty meetings – Tom asked Franny to enter faculty’s teaching schedule in Outlook, then he will find dates for the spring meetings.

PERSONNEL

Information Item: DPC Activity
Tony reported that for fall of 2006, Jean is up for reappointment to 3rd year, Amy is up for reappointment to 3rd year and Bruce is on track for tenure. In spring 2007, Matt is up for reappointment to 4th year and Jean to 4th year.

Information Item: Performance Reviews Due

Tom announced that annual performance reviews are due 12/15/06.

ADMINISTRATION

Information Item: Senate Report

Bruce reported that the legislature has had a magnifying glass on the UW system faculty sick leave use, but have eased off now since the legislators are not doing so well in reporting their sick days either.

Action Item: Exit survey revision
Bruce shared a draft copy of the survey, and the group discussed various revisions. Bruce & Ruidong will share the next draft at the next IS faculty meeting. Surveys are always completed by students because Tom has students use IS 460 class time to fill out the survey.
OUTSIDE-DEPT RELATIONS

Information Item: Information Meeting Debrief
Jean reported that it was worth doing, but we had no way of knowing how many students would show up, so attendance was over-estimated. Jean suggested holding next semester’s meeting in Davies.

Action Item: Advisory Committee
Tom announced that the next IS Advisory meeting will be held on 4-27-07. It was agreed that Jean will proof and finalize minutes before sending to anyone. No draft minutes will be shared. Jean also reported that the spring meeting will be held at the Hilltop conference room with lunch at the Dulany buffet in Davies. A discussion took place regarding membership criteria. Suggested criteria were as follows:

· Members should represent the IS industry in the region we serve.

· Members should occupy a position of influence in their organization.

· Members should provide a diversity of opinions.

· Any interested parties should be welcome.

· Each member should have a (possibly renewable) term of appointment.

· Committee membership size should be capped, and the first applicants to fill it should be admitted.

· Interested parties should be required to purchase their seat on the committee.
Jean agreed to poll the faculty and develop a proposal for our next faculty meeting.
Action Item: Mentorship Promotion

Matt reported that Skyline Technologies, Inc. has agreed to sponsor a mentorship. Matt will develop an informational format to share with faculty for promoting this in their classes. It was decided that $1,000 from each $2,500 mentorship donation will be used to cover faculty’s cost for overseeing the mentorship and for travel costs. The other $1,500 will go into the department’s fund.
Information Item: Scholarships
Tony reported that the next deadline for scholarship applications is Friday, March 2, 2007. There will be 10 scholarships offered, from $250 to $500 each.

Action Item: Spring Promotion Activities
Matt reported that the following activities are scheduled for promoting IS programs on campus. Not all faculty need to participate in every activity, but the IS Department should be appropriately represented in all of them.
· Date/Time arr.
GEN class visits – IS faculty will work with GEN class instructors to make presentations to students on the benefits of majoring or minoring in IS.

· Date/Time arr.
Breakfast with a Professor – IS faculty will contact Paul Hoff to participate in a 7:00 a.m. breakfast discussion in the Davies Center of an IS-related topic of  interest with honors students.

· Feb 7, 10a-3p
Internship Mania – IS faculty will promote the value of internships to their students, including enrollment in IS 420, and encourage students to attend Internship Mania, possibly by dismissing class, requiring a report or other evidence of attendance, etc. Faculty may invite Erin Leifker to their classes to promote internships and Career Services in general. Faculty will attend and talk with employer representatives to assure them we’re glad they’re here.
· Mar 12

Admissions Preview with Faculty Fair – IS faculty will staff the IS area in the Davies Center to talk with students and parents about opportunities in the IS field and share information about IS program requirements

· Mar 26

IS Promotional Posters – Matt will coordinate design, production, and placement of IS Department promotional posters on campus and elsewhere as appropriate. All IS faculty will assist appropriate.

· Apr 2-3

Major blitz – IS faculty will staff the IS table in the Schneider Lobby at assigned times; distribute labeled water, candy, and IS program literature; fraternize with students; and promote the IS program information meeting.

· Apr 3-5

Table Tents – Matt will coordinate design, production, and placement of table tents in campus dining areas. All IS faculty will assist as appropriate.

· Apr 5, evening
IS Program Information Meeting – Matt and Jean will publicize the meeting via email and other appropriate means, coordinate faculty participation in the meeting, finalize the time and location, and arrange refreshments and program literature/presentations. All IS faculty will participate as appropriate.

· Mar 10, 31, Apr 21
Admissions Saturday Spotlights – One IS faculty member will participate in a panel discussion in the Davies Center. They will answer questions submitted by prospective students and parents.
· Apr 20

Admissions Preview with Faculty Fair – IS faculty will staff the IS area in the Davies Center to talk with students and parents about opportunities in the IS field and share information about IS program requirements
· And there may be more!

Information Item: AITP
Dawna reported that the spring commencement banquet is scheduled for April 26, 2007. The annual IT Seminar is languishing as there are problems with members not getting the job done. Dawna will work to solve the problem.

Information Item: 23rd Annual IT Seminar
Tom and Franny are working with Mike Tokheim on the seminar, which the IS Department sponsors to support IT programs in the Wisconsin Technical College System. It will be held at the Best Western Trail Lodge Hotel and Suites in Eau Claire, March 8-9, 2007. IS faculty and staff will participate and lend support as needed.
FACILITIES

Information Item: SSS 203 re-purposing
Dawna, Tom, and Matt reported that this is proceeding on time. A 3-D walkthrough simulation is being prepared to show at the spring College faculty meeting on January 19.
Action Item: Department Printing
It was agreed that we will refrain from printing large documents on the MIS01 color printer in room 404 due to the high cost of print cartridges. After some discussion, it was decided that the department will purchase a low-TCO (total cost of ownership) black and white laser printer that everyone’s computers will default to. Tom will discuss the purchase with Jack Hoggatt to see if BCOM wants in.

RESEARCH

Action Item: IACIS
Submissions are due next March 15. All faculty are invited to submit.
Action Item: MWAIS
The IS Department will host the May 2008 conference of the Midwest chapter of the Association for Information Systems. Matt will coordinate this.
Action Item: MBAA
Designated IS faculty will represent the Department at this conference per Tom Dock’s request.
CURRICULUM/INSTRUCTION

Information Item: Final Check on Course Prerequisites

Tony reported that the CoB curriculum committee will approve the course description changes forwarded to them from the Department last October. They will be forwarded to Records and Registration in time to be included in the 2007-2008 catalogue.
Information Item: IS 410 Syllabus
Ruidong shared a draft of the IS 410 syllabus and received encouragement, suggestions, and appreciation for his good work on it.
Information Item: IS 240 update
This was postponed for lack of time.

Information Item: Phil 308 as an Elective
This was postponed for lack of time.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30.

Respectfully submitted,

Franny Meyer-Briggs

IS/BCOM Academic Department Associate

