MIS Faculty Meeting Minutes
February 27, 2004

Present:  Tom Hilton, Dale Johnson, Tony Keys, Bruce Lo, John Melrose, Joline Morrison, Mike Morrison, Ruidong Zhang

Absent:   None

· The meeting was called to order at 12:00 non in SSS 221.

· The minutes of the November 11, 2003 meeting were approved.

· Date for next faculty meeting is April 21, from 3:30 – 5:00 pm.

Curriculum/Instruction

Information Item, Update on the ABET Accreditation: Tom Hilton reported a recent conversation with Milt Blood, managing director of accreditation services at AACSB. Milt assured Tom that AACSB sees no conflict with program-level accreditation efforts in general or with ABET/CAC accreditation in particular. Milt also told Tom that AACSB is considering adding “with distinction in” various business specializations to the general accreditation it now confers; this won’t happen for years, though.

Information Item, Updates on New Courses: Status reports of new courses in the Department were given by Joline Morrison (MIS 384 Advanced Database Topics); Bruce Lo (MIS 411, Object-Oriented Systems); Mike Morrison (MIS 491-001, Hardware & Operating Systems); and Tony Keys (MIS 491-002, Managing Information Systems Security).

Information Item, Plan for Offering Electives: Tom Hilton led a discussion of how to schedule electives in the major now that we have four: MIS 290, MIS 384, MIS 491-001 (HW/OS), and MIS 491-002 (Security). Several questions emerged: Should we rotate the offering of all courses since we’re having trouble filling two sections of the required courses?  Do we offer them consistently either in the fall or spring? Should we provide classes on the Internet during the summer?  If so, do we open them up to students from other schools?

Information Item, IT certificate minimum grade requirement: Tony Keys reported that “C” as the minimum grade requirement for certificate courses was first established in the 2003-04 catalogue. “C-” grades are still admissible for students graduating under catalogues from 2002-03 or before.

Action Item, Technical and Managerial Emphases in the MIS Major: Tom Hilton presented for discussion the following sample course requirements for a dual-emphasis MIS major, the idea being that all MIS students would complete a major core and then choose either a technical or a managerial emphasis to complete the major.

MAJOR CORE REQUIREMENTS
Credits

MIS
3042
Fundamentals of Bus Programming
3

MIS
3102
Systems Analysis & Design
3

BTEL
345
Data Communications Networks
3

MIS
460
Seminar in Info Systems
  3



CORE SUBTOTAL
12

SYSTEM DESIGN EMPHASIS

MIS
2902
Intro to Database Applications
3

MIS
411
Object-Oriented Systems
3

MIS
491
Managing Information Systems
3

Electives from other emphasis or electives list
  7


EMPHASIS SUBTOTAL
16

SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT EMPHASIS

MIS
314
Bus Software Engineering
3

MIS
344
Database Mgmt Systems
3

MIS
450
Distributed Systems Development
3

MIS
491
Hardware & OS Configuration
3

Electives from other emphasis or electives list
  4


EMPHASIS SUBTOTAL
16


MAJOR TOTAL
28

ELECTIVES

Credits
Select zero or one of the following CS courses:

CS
1632
Programming in C++
3

CS
3192
Fund of Java Programming
3

CS
3202
Web Database Design & Impl
3

CS
3212
Web Design & Development
3

Select zero or one of the following ACCT courses:

ACCT
312
Managerial Accounting
3

ACCT
314
Cost Accounting
3

Select courses:

BTEL
375
LAN Develop & Mgmt
3

BTEL
410
Info Systems in Mfg
3

BTEL
475
Electronic Business
3

MIS
384
Advanced Database Topics
3

MIS
391
Selected Topics in MIS
1-3

MIS
399
Independent Study-Jr
1-3

MIS
420
Internship in MIS
3

MIS
491
Selected Topics in MIS
1-3

MIS
495
Directed Studies
1-3

MIS
499
Independent Study-Sr
1-3

ACCT
315
Accounting Systems
3

BCOM
405
Advanced Business Comm.
2

ENGL
3052
Technical Writing
3
MGMT
414
Small Business Consulting
3

Pros and cons of offering two emphases were discussed. The general feeling was that the concept is good if it attracts more majors, if it maintains flexibility in course/faculty scheduling, and if both emphases produce marketable graduates. Several changes to the sample course requirements were suggested, including names for the emphases and courses to include in the core and in each emphasis. It was decided to present the proposal at the April 23 MIS Advisory Committee meeting for feedback on the marketability of graduates from such a program.

Information Item, MBA Update: Bruce Lo Reported that the MBA Program MOD IV is going well. John Melrose reported that MIS 800, the Online MBA foundations in MIS course, currently has 29 students and is going well.

Advising and Service
Action Item, Scholarships: Tony Keys reported that he has sent out the requests for scholarships. Applications are due Friday, March 5.  The faculty agreed to remind students of the deadline in their classes.

Action Item, Federated Insurance Site Visit: Tony Keys reported that he has agreed to accompany four MIS juniors to the site visit on April 2 at Owatonna. Either John Melrose or Joline Morrison will accompany Tony, the remaining faculty being committed at the SIM/AITP-sponsored IT Seminar that also occurs that day. Tony, Ruidong, Joline, and Bruce will work together to select four qualified students.

Information Item, PACs for Juniors & Seniors: Tom Hilton led a discussion, at the dean’s request, of the pros and cons of requiring juniors and seniors to visit their advisors each semester. Opinions on both sides were expressed. Pros centered on keeping students from unnecessarily prolonging their upper-division course work and on providing career advice; cons centered on encouraging students to assume personal responsibility for their success and on preserving time for other duties. No decision was made.
Information Item, Orientation Required for Transfer Students: Tom Hilton reported that, starting this March, UWEC Admissions will conduct mandatory half-day orientation sessions for transfer students with more than 30 credits.

Action Item, Degree Audit Hints: Tom Hilton led a discussion, at the request of Sue Moore (UWEC Registrar), of what major-specific “hints” we would like to include in the degree audit. The faculty decided to recommend implementation of the idea. They suggested that useful hints would communicate short-term, changeable, or new information (e.g., “a new section of this course has just been added”) since long-term information would be available in the catalog, schedule, etc. It was also agreed that hints should be passed through the department chair before being added to the degree audit and that hint should be addable at any time. Finally, it was agreed that faculty should be able to search/read the comments at will (i.e., without downloading someone’s degree audit).
Action Item, “Ask an Alum” Web Link: Tom Hilton presented a request from Dave Plemon & Hannah Wagner of Career Services to place a link on the MIS Web Site that would let students submit questions to MIS alumni who’ve agreed to be part of the “Ask an Alum” program.  The faculty unanimously approved the request.

Research
Information Item, IAICS Deadline: Tom Hilton reminded the faculty that the IACIS submission deadline is March 1. Several faculty indicated their intention to submit manuscripts.
Action Item, MBAA Participation (March in Chicago):  No one from the MIS faculty was planning on attending this year because of prior obligations. Per the dean’s request, it was decided that at least one MIS faculty member will attend MBAA each year. 
Facilities

Information Item, Office Furniture: Joline Morrison and Tony Keys have finally received all of their furniture! The faculty consensus was that Badger State Industries was unsatisfactory in its service and that future furniture purchases should be from a different vendor. 
Action Item, Redesign of Rooms 203 and 205: Ruidong Zhang and Mike Morrison gave a progress report on the redesign of SSS 203 & 205 in preparation for the HW/OS course next fall. Diagrams are included at the end of these minutes. It was decided to proceed with the remodel; Dawna Drum will supervise it. Tom Dock has indicated that he will fund the new desks in Room 203 and the LCD flat screen monitors for the HW/OS PCs in Room 205. In Room 205, Ruidong has agreed to place his BTEL 375 LAN servers in a rack to make room for Mike’s HW/OS PCs on the desktops since they will be disassembled and reassembled; the BTEL 375 LAN servers will be accessed via Remote Desktop from Room 203 (or anywhere else); there will be one KVM switch in Room 205 to connect a keyboard, video monitor, and mouse to all the servers for local administration.

Information Item, Homework Space: Tom Hilton led a discussion of where MIS majors will do their homework next fall when Room 203 is full all day every day with classes. It came out that only BTEL 375, MIS 450, and MIS 491-001 (HW/OS) require software or access rights not available in general access labs. BTEL 375 and MIS 491-001 are being addressed with the reconfiguration of Room 205, which means MIS 450 is the one course for which homework space will be a problem. Tom will work with Dawna Drum, Dale Johnson, and Marilyn Bergmann to find resources for MIS 450 students to do their homework; this may involve freeing up more time in Room 204 for MIS student use and/or reconfiguring the PCs in Room 204 as dual-boot machines.

Administration

Information Item, College of Business Administrative Review: Tom Hilton reported that the on-campus administrative review of the College is under way. He just received a copy of the College self study report, and it is available in his office for anyone to read.

Information Item, AACSB Accreditation: Tom Hilton reported that the College’s strategic plan looks good and that the MIS Department faculty is doing well in research preparedness.

Action Item, University and College Committee Assignments: Tom Hilton presented a request from Sue Harrison, Faculty Senate president, for nominations of faculty to serve on various university committees. Bruce Lo, Joline Morrison, Mike Morrison, and Ruidong Zhang volunteered to be nominated. Tom will make the nominations.
External Relations
Information Item, CIS Conference Update:  Tom Hilton reported that the 20th annual CIS Conference will be March 9-10 at the Holiday Inn-Campus. All faculty are invited to attend, and faculty presenters were reminded of their topics and schedules. John Melrose invited all to attend the reception sponsored by Course Technology on March 9 from 5:30 – 7 pm.

Information Item, College Web Site Update:  Tom Hilton reported that the College of Business web site is being redesigned per guidelines from the university. The new web site will have a more business-like look to it than before.

Information Item, Advisory Committee Meeting Update: Mike Morrison reported the status of the April 23 MIS Advisory Committee meeting. Jim Stephani is working as Committee co-chair with Mike, and they and Tom Hilton are in the process of finalizing the agenda. Currently two different rooms are scheduled for meetings: the Hibbard Penthouse and the Hormel Team Lab (Schneider 101). However Mike is investigating moving it to the Pine Meadows Golf Course clubhouse.

Information Item, IT Seminar Update: Jackie McGrath, SIM/AITP chapter social vice president, reported on the status of the April 2 annual IT Seminar sponsored by SIM/AITP. The following companies will send speakers: Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Wipfli LLP, and Solutia Consulting. Microsoft is expected to provide a speaker also. The special guest speaker for the conference is Dr. Gordon Davis of the University of Minnesota; Dr. Davis chaired the first MIS Department in the world and is widely regarded as one of the founders of the MIS field.
Information Item, SIM/AITP Update: Amanda Niemuth, SIM/AITP chapter president, reported on the status of the student chapter. She indicated that their first two meetings were exceptionally well attended.  Their application to become an official student chapter of AITP has been accepted, and their sponsoring professional chapter is in Wausau. They believe a professional chapter in the Eau Claire area is a good next goal. The chapter name will change from SIM/AITP to AITP/SIM next year and then AITP (formerly SIM) the year after that.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Connie Jo Stafford

Program Assistant
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