Minutes

IS Industry Advisory Committee Meeting

September 28, 2007
Information Systems Department

University of Wisconsin—Eau Claire

Cargill Collaboration Center, Schneider Hall
Present:
Industry Members


Dave Elsen, Product Manager, Schneider National, Inc.



Raymond “Andy” Feest, Consulting System Engineer, Cisco, Inc.



Mark Hosmann, IT Talent Consultant, Cargill Animal Nutrition


Mark Lezotte, Director – Online Marketing Services, Skyline Technologies, Inc.


Rick Schroder – Smart Homes


Dave Staloch, Senior Manager, Accenture – Best Buy



Brent Willi, President & CEO, Strategy1 Consulting



Tom Winter, IT Applications Manager, P&H Mining Equipment

Industry Guests



Terry Cameron, Northwestern Mutual



Dave Meyer, Network Services Manager, Roehl Transport



Kurt Roots, Senior Software Developer, Oracle University





Gisela Zelenka-Drysdale, Manager of Systems Development, Northwestern Mutual


IS Department Members


Don Gaber, Lecturer



Matt Germonprez, Assistant Professor



Tom Hilton, Chair & Professor



Tony Keys, Associate Professor



Bruce Lo, Professor



Franny Meyer-Briggs, Academic Department Associate (recorder)


Jean Pratt, Assistant Professor



Ruidong Zhang, Associate Professor


College of Business Members


Tom Dock, Dean of Business



Dawna Drum, Coordinator of Instructional Technology



Alex Hollman, IS Student Representative



Bob Sutton, Associate Dean of Business
Not Present:
Dave Grassl, Kyle Hammer, Terri Hunt, Ken Kaiser, Erin Leifker, John Mason, Brenda Nault, Tim Peterson, Neil Prom, Wendy Shufelt, Mike Tokheim, Terri Witak, Evelyn Zabo


Opening and Dedication/Demonstration of the Cargill Collaboration Center
· The group gathered in SSS-204 for refreshments and camaraderie before moving into the hallway for the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
· Mark Hosmann and Tom Hilton cut the ribbon across the door of the Center. 
· Tom Hilton called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

· Matt Germonprez and Rhetta Standifer described how they have been and will be using the new room and associated technology to teach their classes.
· Dawna Drum highlighted some of the room’s features.
· Tom Dock offered the gratitude of the College and University to Cargill Corporation for its generosity in funding the Center.

·  Mark Hosmann spoke on behalf of Cargill Corporation regarding the Center and its use by the College.

· A university photographer took photos of both the ribbon-cutting ceremony and the IS Industry Advisory Committee.
Approval of Minutes 
· The group approved as written the minutes of the last IS Industry Advisory Committee meeting (4/27/07).
Welcome New Members/Guests – Jean Pratt introduced the following new members and guests:
· Don Gaber—UWEC IS Lecturer 
· Terry Cameron and Gisela Zelenka-Drysdale – Northwestern Mutual
· Dave Meyer – Roehl Transport
· Kurt Roots – Oracle University
Updates since Last Meeting  
· Bob Sutton spoke about the state of the College of Business and briefly reported the recently completed successful AACSB reaccreditation site visit.

· Matt Germonprez discussed recruiting of students into the IS major and minor. Total enrollment continues to move up and down with a maximum of about 200 as seniors graduate and younger students enter. Most student interest has been in the major, prompting recommendations to promote the minor to appropriate audiences.

· Tony Keys gave an update on IS scholarships and expressed appreciation to 3M, Federated Insurance, Travelers, Cargill, the IS faculty, and the Germonprez family. He announced with gratitude the newly endowed Willard and Carol Korn scholarship. 
· Matt Germonprez announced with gratitude that Roehl Transport has funded a research/employment mentorship for IS students. Matt will serve as the first mentor. Selection of the first student recipient is in process.
Review of Student/Industry Discussion from Spring 2007 Meeting
· Mark Hosmann led a discussion about how academia and industry could partner to promote a realistic perspective of IS. Some suggestions included the following:
· Have industry representatives visit campus to talk to students in various IS courses. Don Gaber offered his IS 240 class as a place where industry people could speak about their careers. 
· Dave Elsen and Dave Staloch offered to share their industry videos, which could be streamed to interested people. Videos portraying women working in the IS field may increase the number of females in the major.

· Alex Hollman described how and why she chose IS as her major and what most students go through in choosing a major. Program flexibility was a key criterion in her decision.
State of the Department 

· Tom Hilton presented the state of the IS Department. Points covered included the following:

· Resources: Don Gaber has joined the IS faculty. The IS faculty reallocation nears implementation. Finances continue to be an issue because of falling state funding. Dedicated computer labs are giving way to mobile laptop carts.

· Program Quality: UWEC IS graduates continue to score among the best in the nation on the IS Exit Exam administered by the ICCP. The UWEC IS Department was selected to host the 2008 conference of the Midwest chapter of the Association for Information Systems (May 26-28).
· Enrollment: The number of majors has dipped slightly since last spring but is about the same as last fall. The percent of women in the major has declined as well. The number of minority students in the major continues negligible.

· Learning Goals: The IS faculty is considering eliminating the enterprise networking emphasis due to low enrollment.
Lunch 
· The group enjoyed a buffet lunch at the Dulany Inn and reconvened at 1:30 p.m.

Delphi Forum 

· Dawna Drum and Mark Hosmann led an interactive Delphi forum focused on three points:
· IS-related issues facing industry

· How organizations are addressing those issues

· How the IS department can prepare students to help organizations address those issues

· Members in attendance for that session received a transcript of the group discussion.
IS Emphases – The morning discussion concerning the current IS emphases was reinitiated. 

· Tony suggested replacing formal emphases with less formal “tracks” that let students choose more of their own path, like the tracks in the marketing & management majors. 
· Tony, Matt and Ruidong have a proposal for how to eliminate the enterprise networking emphasis.
Wrap-up/Adjourn 

· The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m.
