MIS Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes

April 23, 2004

The meeting was called to order by Mike Morrison at 9:00 AM.  Introductions were made around the room.  A review of past action items included an overview of the new Object-Oriented Systems course (Bruce Lo), and changing the MIS 460 capstone course by adding a new section on MIS project management (Tom Hilton).

The committee identified the following roles of the Advisory Committee:

· Input to departmental curriculum

· Identifying industry trends which affect curriculum

· Providing perspectives from different companies and industries

· Providing strategies for placing students

· Providing feedback on student professional development

· Assessing curriculum content and delivery

· Identifying and recognizing outstanding students and alumni

The committee discussed the role of the Advisory Committee Co-Chair in terms of selection process and duties.  The following duties were identified:

· Help plan meeting agendas

· Coordinate with board members between meetings

· Create profiles on other committee members and identify resources within their organizations

· Identify/coordinate opportunities for students to interact with board members, such as providing an opportunity for students to interview a systems analyst, or meeting with students in classes and/or AITP/SIM

The committee agreed upon a 2-year term for the co-chair.  No set process for selection was determined at this time.

Tony Keys reported that 6 scholarships were awarded to students this spring.  Tom Hilton thanked committee members and their organizations for their contributions, and asked for continued support.

Committee members discussed organizational IT practices and trends.

Faculty members reported on curriculum changes.  Mike Morrison discussed the new Hardware/Operating Systems course, and Tony Keys discussed the new MBA security course.  Tony and Mike both reported on progress in adding an object oriented programming component in programming courses.

Tom Hilton presented a proposal for offering two separate tracks in the MIS major.  One track emphasizes analysis and design, and the second track continue the current emphasis on development.  The committee discussed the concept at length.

Committee members discussed student interpersonal skills and identified trends and areas for improvement.

Tom Hilton reported on the annual CIS conference, and solicited input on how it could be improved to benefit the department more.

Tom Hilton discussed the AITP/SIM seminar, and asked for input on how it could be improved to be more beneficial for students and faculty.

Ruidong Zhang discussed telecommunications convergence, and asked committee members to complete a survey on this topic.

The meeting adjourned at 2 p.m. to an informal golf outing.
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