
Math 425: Abstract Algebra I
Spring 2012

TR 11:00-12:15
Nursing 260

Professor: Colleen Duffy
e-mail: duffycm
Office: HHH 532
Phone: 836-2519
Course website: http://people.uwec.edu/duffycm/Math425sp12/math425sp12.html

The UWEC Baccalaureate Goals addressed by this class are: creative and critical thinking, effective
communication, knowledge of human culture and the natural world.

The goal is to learn how to think abstractly and logically as well as to write proofs well.

Text: Introduction to Abstract Algebra, 3rd ed, by W. Keith Nicholson. We will cover approxi-
mately Chapters 1-5, 7, and part of 8.

Recommended supplemental texts: Abstract Algebra by Joseph Gallian. Abstract Algebra
by Dummit and Foote. A First Course in Abstract Algebra by Fraleigh. Abstract Algebra: Theory
and Applications on http://abstract.ups.edu/ (free).

Office hours: Office hours will be M 10:30-12, T 3-4, W 11:30-1:00 and by appointment (email
me to schedule an appointment).

Schedule: See the calendar on the course website.

Attendance: Daily attendance is expected. That is the only way to learn all of the material.
Also, you are expected to come prepared for class which means reading the material ahead of time
and bringing your book, notebook, and pencil, etc to each class. If you must miss a class, inform
me ahead of time and it is your responsibility to make up the work. See the make-up policy below.

Homework problems: You will have homework due each Thursday. For these problems you will
be graded on the mathematics and the exposition. I strongly encourage you to work additional
problems as necessary in order to understand the material completely. You are encouraged to work
together on the homework, but must write up your solutions separately. Also, a couple of problems
each week will be reassigned so that you may rework them based on my comments. See the course
website for details. Note that homework is worth a significant portion of your grade - one missed
assignment will change your final grade.

Daily Reading Quizzes: Each class day you will have a brief comprehension/reading quiz due
on D2L. These quizzes must be done individually. Also, I reserve the right to give an in-class
quiz at any time.

Midterms and final: There will be two semester exams and a final exam. Dates and topics will
be announced. The final will be cumulative.

Make-up policy: If you miss a lecture, it is your responsibility to get the class notes from a
classmate. The reading quiz due dates will not be changed. There are no make-up quizzes. If you



are going to be gone on a day homework is due, turn it in ahead of time or give it to a classmate if
possible. With an excused absence, I will accept the homework until 2pm on Friday. Without an
excused absence, you may turn it in before 2pm on Friday for half-credit. If you must (going on a
vacation or not being ready does not constitute ”must”) miss an exam, talk to me beforehand and
we will work something out. In general, in extenuating circumstances talk to me to work something
out.

Other policies:
Group work policy - You may work together on the homework exercises, but you must write

the problems up on your own and in your own words. Any copying or having others do your
work for you will result in a 0 for all involved. All take-home portions of the exams must be done
individually - you may NOT talk to anybody except me about the exam. If you talk to anybody
or use unauthorized sources, you will receive a 0 on the exam. A second offense will result in a F
in the course.

Academic Integrity - I consider any academic misconduct in this course as a serious offense,
and I will pursue the strongest possible academic penalties for such behavior. The disciplinary
procedures and penalties for academic misconduct are described in the UW-Eau Claire Student
Services and Standards Handbook (http://www.uwec.edu/sdd/publications.htm) in Chapter UWS
14Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures.

Classroom Environment - I expect everyone to treat each other with respect. This includes,
but is not limited to, no cheating, cell phones be off or on silent, be on time to class, participate,
and talk respectfully.

Disabilities/ESL - Any student who has a disability and is in need of classroom accommo-
dations, please contact the instructor and the Services for Students with Disabilities Office in Old
Library 2136 at the beginning of the semester. Students who are non-native speakers of English may
request extended test-taking time for in-class exams (time and a half). To determine eligibility, En-
glish proficiency is evaluated by the Academic Skills Center (for U. S. permanent residents/citizens)
or by the Department of Foreign Languages (for international students).

Important Dates:

• Feb 3 - Last day to drop full-semester courses with no record.

• Mar 19-23 - Spring Break.

• Apr 6 - Last day to withdraw with a W.

• May 11 - Last day of class.

Grading: Your final grade will be determined as follows:

Homework 26%

Quizzes and Participation 14%

Project 5%

Exam I 15%

Exam II 20%

Final 20%


